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Grace, Mercy, and Peace be unto you from Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior and 

God our Heavenly Father.  Amen!  Dear brothers and sisters in Christ: 

 

[Introduction] The young man had a real aptitude for sales.  

I was listening to the Dave Ramsey Show and a young man called in. 

 

He enjoyed being a sales man.  He enjoyed the work and liked to be with people.  

After a few weeks of visiting his clients 

he was talking to one of the older salesmen.  

 

He told him how many calls he made and how many people he had visited.  

The young man went on to explain how he conducted his meetings with his clients. 

And how he had only a few sales.  

 

The older man looked at him and told him,  

“It sounds like you are doing a good job of educating the people.  

  You seem to connect with them.  

  It sounds like you are doing everything right except for one thing.” 

 

“What is that?” the young man asked. “You have to ask them to buy!” 

You have to ask the question to hear the answer! 

Ask the question.  Hear the answer. 

 

This is a question Jesus needed to ask.  

This is a question that must be asked of pastor and people.  

“Who do you say that I am?” (16:15).  

 

Because, you see, the reality is  

that there are many people who call themselves Christians  

who have never answered the question.  

And sadder still, they have not been asked the question! 

 

[Caesarea Philippi] The place is just outside of Caesarea Philippi.  

 

105 miles north of Jerusalem – 25 miles north of the Sea of Galilee 

and at the base of Mt. Hermon, you will find the pit of hell – Caesarea Philippi! 

 



At Caesarea Philippi is one of the largest springs feeding the Jordan River. 

 

This abundant water supply has made the area very fertile  

and attractive for religious worship.   

Numerous temples were built in this city in the Greco-Roman periods. 

 

Beginning in the 3rd century B.C., sacrifices were made to the god Pan. 

 

Pan, the half-man half-goat god of fright (thus “panic”),  

is often depicted playing the flute.  

 

This city, which was known in ancient times as Panias,  

is now called by the Arabic form of this name, Banias. 

 In the Gospels this pit of hell is called Caesarea Philippi. 

[Teaching] The place is just outside of Caesarea Philippi.  

Jesus has gathered his disciples in this secluded place  

for some real hands-on, face-to-face instruction.  

They had been with him nearly three years  

and had witnessed the miracles 

and heard the parables.  

 

They had watched as the situation continued to grow uneasy for Jesus. 

They had watched as the Pharisees and Sadducees became  

more and more aggressive in their testing of him. 

 

Were they ready?  

Near Caesarea Philippi Jesus knew. 

You have to ask the question to hear the answer! 

Ask the question.  Hear the answer. 

“Who do people say the Son of Man is?” Jesus asked.  

 

After various responses the much-needed question was asked:  

Who do YOU say I am?” (Mt 16:15). 

You are the Christ, the Son of the living God. 

 

[The Things of God] 

After Peter’s response Jesus began to focus on what he, as the Christ, must do 

—going to Jerusalem to suffer, to die, and then to rise again 

—going to carry out the Father’s plan of redemption for all of humankind.  

 



It was then that Peter took him aside and rebuked him:  

“Never, Lord! . . . This shall never happen to you!” (16:22).  

 

Here is the very man who just moments ago had made that magnificent confession,  

 “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God” (16:16). 

 

After all this time they still didn’t get it!  

But isn’t this also true of us? 

Isn’t this true in our lives as struggling children of God  

who are following the Christ, the Son of the living God?  

 

This is the thing of God, that Jesus must go to Jerusalem,  

suffer, be killed, and on the third day be raised to life.  

This is the uniqueness of the Son of God that he would die  

and then be raised to life, for your sins and my sins—our sins. 

But this is the thing, this is the uniqueness of our God  

that He tells us to take up our cross. 

 

[We, Too, Must Take Up Our Cross] 

So we have to ask the question…. 

You have to ask the question to hear the answer! 

Ask the question.  Hear the answer. 

 

And every good Lutheran knows the question… 

What does this mean?  Thanks Martin Luther! 

What does Jesus mean when he said  

we are to deny ourselves, take up our cross, and follow him?  

 

Let’s begin with what Jesus didn’t mean.  

 

Many people interpret “cross” as some burden they must carry in their lives: 

a strained relationship, a thankless job, a physical illness.  

With self-pitying pride, they say, “That’s my cross I have to carry.”  

 

Such an interpretation is not what Jesus meant when He said,  

“Take up your cross and follow Me.” 

 

When Jesus carried His cross up Golgotha to be crucified,  

no one was thinking of the cross as symbolic of a burden to carry.  

 



To a person in the first-century, the cross meant one thing and one thing only:  

DEATH 

death by the most painful and humiliating means human beings could develop. 

 

To a person living in the first century, the cross was the electric chair. 

 

Two thousand years later,  

Christians view the cross as a cherished symbol  

of atonement, forgiveness, grace, and love.  

 

But in Jesus’ day, the cross represented nothing but torturous death.  

 

Because the Romans forced convicted criminals 

to carry their own crosses to the place of crucifixion,  

bearing a cross meant carrying their own execution device  

while facing ridicule along the way to death. 

 

Therefore, “Take up your cross and follow Me” means  

being willing to die in order to follow Jesus.  

This is called “dying to self.” It’s a call to absolute surrender.  

 

After each time Jesus commanded cross bearing, He said,  

“For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life 

for me will save it. What good is it for a man to gain the whole world, and 

yet lose or forfeit his very self?” (Luke 9:24-25).  

Although the call is tough, the reward is matchless. 

 

The call is tough because of the battle that rages inside of you. 

The greatest battle a Christian faces is the battle with oneself.  

The apostle Paul so beautifully speaks of the sin within us  

and the combat that is continually being waged between saint and sinner.  

A war of rebellion.  A war against God.  A war in order for you to get your own way. 

 

This is what you promised on the day you were confirmed. 

Either as a child or an adult – you confessed you would not fall away from the faith  

Even unto death. 

 

So why have so many fallen away? 

The biggest concern we have as children of God is that we may become complacent. 

Apathy runs amuck.  Even here at Our Redeemer.  



[Conclusion] You have to ask the question to hear the answer! 

Ask the question.  Hear the answer. 

 

Every good salesman knows it.  Every good student of the catechism knows it. 

 

Jesus asked, “Who do people say I am?”  We answer, “You are the Christ!” 

I ask, “How are you saved?”  We answer, “The death and resurrection of Jesus!” 

I ask, “How do you live?”  We answer, “Always willing to carry the cross!” 

       To live and to die for Jesus! 

 

We rejoice this morning and every day because Jesus was willing to do “the things 

of God”—to suffer and die and rise again. And he willingly did all this because he 

loves us. Even while we were sinners, he willingly died for us (Rom 5:8).  

 

So let us be ready to do the things of God – to suffer and die and rise again. 

 

Ask the question.  Hear the answer. 

Who do you say Jesus is?  The Christ, the son of the living God! Amen! 

 

 


