
  

  

 

Weekly Newsletter—April 5, 2026 

~Easter Sunday~ 

First Avenue and Court Street 
Iowa City, IA  52245 
Phone: 319-338-5626 

Email:  redeemer@ourredeemer.org 
www.ourredeemer.org 

Sunday School Lessons 
Date Bible Lesson Scripture 

April 5 Easter Worship 7:00am, 8:30am, 10:30am 
No Classes Easter Sunday 
Easter Breakfast 8:00am—10:00am 
Easter Egg Hunt 10:05am 

April 12 1 Samuel 3  

April 19 1 Samuel 16:1-13; 2 Samuel 5:1-5; 7:4-17  

April 26 2 Samuel 4:4; 9:1-13  

Date(s) Topic 

April 5 Easter Sunday—no class 

April 12 Panama VBS Presentation 

April 19—May 3 Blessings in Disguise 

NO Adult Bible Class 
on April 5 

Fellowship Hall 

LEADERSHIP 
COMMITMENT 

EVENT 

The congregation is invited to mark calendars for Sunday, April 26, to attend a 
Leadership Commitment Event (Please RSVP at the Welcome Center). The 
evening begins at 5:30 pm with hearty catered hors d'oeuvres and beverages, 
followed by a worship service. The evening concludes with dessert in the  area. 
During the service, we will offer our pledge cards as we commit to moving    
forward with the cross and entrance renovation project. Anyone not attending 
this event will have the chance to bring their commitment cards forward during 
worship services on May 2 and 3.  
• The kickoff presentation is available at https://youtu.be/Rwp72iuj4eU.  
• The booklet about the campaign is available in the church office on the wire 

rack.  
• Pick up a bookmark in the pew today! 
• Pick up  a magnet and/or bookmark on the Welcome Center. 

 
 RSVP for the Commitment Event by April 19 on signup on the Welcome Center 

mailto:redeemer@ourredeemer.org
http://www.ourredeemer.org/
https://youtu.be/Rwp72iuj4eU
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Prayer of the Church/Easter Sunday/April 5, 2026 

P: In peace let us pray to the Lord: 
C: Lord, have Mercy 
P: For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord: 
C: Lord, have Mercy 
P: For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and for the  
proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray to the Lord: 
C: Lord, have Mercy 
P: For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare of us all, let us pray to the 
Lord: 
C: Lord, have Mercy 
P: For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to the Lord: 
C: Lord, have Mercy 
P: For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and for all who travel, let us pray to 
the Lord: 
C: Lord, have Mercy 
P: For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and orphaned, and for all those in 
prison, let us pray to the Lord: 
C: Lord, have Mercy 
P: For the sick and the dying, and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the Lord: 
C: Lord, have Mercy 
P: For the “Enter His Courts” Ministry Expansion Campaign that God would teach us  
stewardship and this campaign allow the cross and entrance project to move forward, let us pray to the Lord: 
C: Lord, have Mercy 
P: For Becky Behrens, Dorothy Blume (Carol Schuldt’s sister), Joanne Bowman (Rob Bowman’s mother), 
April Tutton Clark (Sister of Grace Maurer), Tom Cowley (Aaron Mueller’s brother-in-law), Hank  
Diggelmann, John Enokian (brother of Chuck Enokian), Dean Hargens, Mary Helen Gibson (sister of 
Gwen McNatt Enokian), Jeff Hundley (grandson of Karen Abernathy), Dora Jacobson (granddaughter of 
George and Carol Schuldt), Todd Jones (Barb & Ron Jones’ son), Ruth Langehough, Dot Langholdt 
(friend of Ruth Varney), Ben Malcom (father of Tiffany Roiseland), Craig Michel (Denise Schwarting’s  
step-dad), Laura Miller (Linda Bonefeld’s mother), Norma Miller (Twyla Freeman’s aunt), Jane Mills 
(aunt of Rob Ghabel), Merri Mullane, Julie Pratt-Mullenkamp (Cousin of Ruth Varney), Erin Nielsen 
(cousin of Crissy Pence), Faith Pederson, Ed Pederson, Beverly Prem, Ben Rollins (Lorrie Bailey’s 
cousin), Carol Schuldt, George Schuldt, Lee Schwarting (Art Schwarting’s mother), Stanley Seese (friend 
of Harold Warner), Carol Simpson (mother of Kara Hartwig), Arlan Thompson, Marlene Thompson,  
Natalie Ullrich (Jeff Kucera’s cousin), Reece Ullerich, Don Warner (Harold Warner’s brother), Harold 
Warner, and Garry Wilcox (Melissa Mullane’s dad), let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord have Mercy 
P: Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the Lord: 
C: Lord, have Mercy, Christ, have Mercy, Lord, have mercy. Amen. 
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Sunday, 04/5—Easter Sunday  Wednesday continued...  

Easter Worship Service 7:00am Adult Bible Class 7:00pm 

Easter Breakfast 8:00am   

Easter Worship Service 8:30am Thursday, 04/09  

Easter Egg Hunt 10:05am Comfort Tiers 9:00am 

Easter Worship Service 10:30am Lantern Park 10:00am 

  Briarwood 4:00pm 

Monday, 04/06—Easter Monday/Office Closed  Board of Directors 7:00pm 

Preschool Committee 4:45pm Al-Anon 7:30pm 

Chamber Singers 6:00pm Friday, 04/10—Set up LWML Event  

Sunlight AA Group 6:00pm ***  

Youth Committee 6:00pm   

  Saturday, 04/11  

Tuesday, 04/07  Men’s Bible Study 8:00am 

Solon Nursing Home 9:30am LWML Zone Event 8:30am 

North Star Meeting 3:00pm Al-Anon District 13 9:00am 

Human Care Committee 6:30am Worship Service 5:30pm 

Al-Anon 7:00pm   

Board of Elders 7:00pm Sunday, 04/12  

  Worship Service 8:00am 

Wednesday, 04/08  Panama VBS Presentation 9:20am 

TOPS 8:00am Worship Service  10:30am 

Properties Committee 2:30pm Eswatini Lunch Presentation 12:00pm 

Midweek Meal 6:00pm Gene Rovang—Visitation 4:00pm 

Choir Rehearsal 6:45pm Gene Rovang—Funeral Service & Meal 5:00pm 

Midweek 6:45pm   

This Week at Our Redeemer Lutheran Church April 5-12, 2026 

BIRTHDAYS 

April 5 Barbara Jones 
April 6 Lynn Forbes, Landon Waddilove 

April 7 Benita Carney 
April 8 Arlene Gerard, Philmore Holman, Maxwell Milam, Alexander Mullane, Jessica Villhauer 
April 9 Britni Piegors, Noah Siems, Lauren Slater, William Wittich 
April 10 Ellis Dyson, Fred Ogilvie, Emily Worden 
April 11 Crew Borntrager, Sloane Miller, Brian Morrison 

TIME                                                                                                         TREASURES 

Worship-In Person/Live Stream 03/28—5:30pm 44 Contributions $6,906.61 

Worship-In Person/Live Stream 03/29—8:00am 160 Monthly needs for budget $75,311.84 

Worship-In Person/Live Stream 03/29—10:30am 235 Lenten Wednesday Services (March 25) 23/107 

Total Saturday/Sunday Worship 439 Sunday School/Adult Bible Class 62/58 

STEWARDSHIP  March 28/29, 2026 
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WANTED: TRUCKS FOR JULY 4 PARADE 
 

Do YOU have a full-size pick-up truck that 
Our Redeemer could use in the Fourth of 
July parade? 
 
The Outreach Committee is looking for 3 
full-size pick-up trucks that we would  

decorate for 
the Coralville 
parade. The truck bed would carry bottles of water for  
distribution along the parade route.  The truck would be 
dropped off at church to be decorated and loaded with water 
on Friday afternoon (July 3). Ideally the truck owner would be 
available to drive the truck in the parade, but if not someone 
else could be designated for this. If you have a truck which 
could be utilized for this purpose, please contact Carol  
Holman (651-226-7722; carol-holman@uiowa.edu ) or any 
Outreach Committee member. 

2026 FLOWER CALENDAR 
The 2026 flower calendar is on the bulletin board  between the upper level  
restrooms and the nursery. Sign up to provide altar flowers in celebration of  
an event, in memory of a loved one, or just because. 

LUTHERAN WITNESS  
Subscriptions will need to be in by Monday, April 20. If you wish to 
continue your subscription or add a new one, stop by the office to 
check or add your address and drop off a check in the amount of 
$23.50 (amount for annual subscription) made out to Our Redeemer 
Lutheran Church. In the memo line please put Lutheran Witness 
Subscription. If you are wanting to have a subscription to Lutheran 
Witness for the first time, call or see Lorrie in the office during regular 
hours Monday through Friday, 8:30am to 5:00pm.  If you are looking 
for an example to see what one is like there is an edition of the 
Lutheran Witness in the Library. 

 

Pick up an Enter His Courts Ministry Expansion bookmark in the pew today! 
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PICTORIAL DIRECTORY PHOTO ANNOUNCEMENT: 
Pictorial Directory Photo Time! 
  When: April 18 & 19 and May 9 & 10 after each service 
Where: In the Chapel 
    Who: Anyone who does not have a photo in the pictorial directory of is in 
               need of an updated photo. 
 
This is a good time for you to update your contact information for the  
directory, even if you don’t need a photo taken. You can also update  
information by coming to the office during regular office hours or calling 
Lorrie in the office. 
 
Other options if these dates don’t work for you: 

• Submit a photo to the church office by email redeemer@ourredeemer.org  
• Bring or send a printed one to the office. 

• Contact a Connections Committee member to take your photo at a time that works for you. 
 
Contact Aubrey Lyon (712-263-0636) or Pam Wilson (319-530-1920) with questions or to schedule at a  
different time. 
 
Thank you! 
Connections Committee 

Want to know how the Rose Bowl Floats are made? 
Join us at the LWML meeting to hear Linda tell us how. 

 
LWML Meeting, April 20 at 7:00pm 

 
 
 
 
The topic is Petal Pushers presented by  
     Linda Diggelmann 
Devotions by Laura Stresow 
Hostesses are Angela Hotz and Donna Saehler 
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Church-Spring Clean-Up Day 

Join us for our Church Spring Clean-Up Day on April 18th from 9:00 a.m. to Noon! We  
are calling all volunteers to help tidy up, organize, and repair various items inside the 
church and/or the grounds. There are a variety of projects for everyone’s ability level.  
All help is welcome. Please bring supplies like gloves, rakes, cleaning rags, pliers,  
wrenches, screw drivers (flat blade and phillips) and screw gun. Look for the sign-up 
sheet on the Welcome Counter in the Narthex.   

 
 

                      St. Paul's Lutheran Chapel, your campus ministry at  
                     The University of Iowa, presents: 

                  Variety! An Evening of Talented Performers  
                      and Delectable Desserts.  

 
The event will take place at Our Redeemer Lutheran Church, 2301 
E. Court St., Iowa City, on Saturday, April 18, 2026, at 7:00 PM 
(doors open at 6:30 PM). All proceeds go to our annual LCMSU 
teaching weekend (Theologian in Residence) and for future servant 
event trips.  
  
Tickets are: 
Adults - $10 
Students and Children - $7 
2 and under – Free 
 
Tickets are available at St Paul’s Chapel. You may reserve your tickets and pick them up the night of the 
show by sending an email to stpaulschapel.iowacity@gmail.com subject line VARIETY! In the email please  
indicate the number of tickets you need. Tickets will also be available at the door. Please note: Advance  
ticket sales and reservations are most appreciated and will help assure ample desserts and seating. 

Our Redeemer Lutheran 

2026 APRIL 18 

7:00pm 

April 11th is almost here!  We hope you can join us for the LWML Cedar 
Rapids Zone Spring Event at Our Redeemer Lutheran Church, 2301 East 
Court Street, Iowa City. Registration begins at 8:30 a.m., followed by 
brunch at 9:00 a.m.   Rev. Dr. Brent Hartwig will be the guest speaker and 
talk about Foro: Joy in Working Together in Christ.  The in-gathering will 
support the Domestic Violence Intervention Program (DVIP).  Requested 
items are bath towels, washcloths, twin sheet sets, bed pillows, twin size 
blankets, body soap, shampoo and body lotions. Our Redeemer hopes to 
see you all at this event to support the LCMS Panama missions and those  
in crisis at the DVIP.  

 
RSVP on the sign-up sheet on the LWML bulletin board. 

mailto:stpaulschapel.iowacity@gmail.com
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SPIRITUAL GROWTH EVENT 
Saturday, April 22 at 7:00 pm 

Sanctuary 
 
 

Join our confirmands as they: 
• Present their knowledge of the Christian faith 
• Display and explain their confirmation banner/verse 
• Share their confirmation paper 

 

 
 

Following their presentations and questioning, there will  
be a cake & punch reception in the Fellowship Hall. 

Jacob Lothamer 
Greyson Narine 
Jackson Nemitz 

Lorelei Rex 
Jadyn Waring 
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WHY SHOULD I CONSIDER WEARING MY NAME TAG? 
Because wearing your name tag helps – 
 others to call you by name 
 you to be known by others 
 the vicar to match a name with a face 
 encourage new members to wear their name tags 
 those who have a hard time remembering names 
 start conversations 
 everyone to get to know each other better 
 to identify those who are members and those who are visiting 
 those who think they know your name, but because you’re wearing your name tag,  
       they can be sure of it 

TASTING BEE MISSION 

FUNDRAISER  

Saturday, April 25  

11:00am 
 

Those with tickets from the waiting list, please see one of the Tasting 
Bee Chairpersons to pay for and pick up your ticket(s).  

 
Recipes need to be sent to Sandy Wagner at packratsandy@yahoo.com  by April 13, putting “RECIPE” in 
subject heading. Thanks to all the cooks and decorators. Remember table setup is on Thursday, April 23 at 
noon. On Friday, April 24 table decorators can choose and decorate their table. 

   TASTING BEE CHAIRS   
Cynthia Fruendt dcfruendt@icloud.com 

Donna Saehler dojosaehler9591@gmail.com 

Laurel Sellers klksellers@gmail.com 

Laura Stresow lstresow@gmail.com 

Sandy Wagner packratsandy@yahoo.com 

Building Healthy Families: Here are true words to remember and boldly speak aloud 
today or any day you may be feeling overwhelmed with temptation or any of life’s  
challenges: “Know ye then - sin, death, devil, and everything that assails me - that you 
are missing the mark. I am not afraid of you. For Christ, my dear Lord, has presented to 
me that triumph and victory of His by which you were laid low. And from this very gift of 
His I derive my name and am called a Christian. There is no other reason. My sin and 
death hung about His neck on Good Friday, but on the day of Easter they had  
completely disappeared. This victory He has bestowed on me. This is why I do not worry 

about you.” (from Luther’s Easter Sermon, 1530) A blessed, joyous, and lasting celebration of Easter to 
you and your family from Lutheran Family Service – here to serve you in person or via confidential  
telehealth link no matter where you live.  

Learn more at www.LutheranFamilyService.org Lutheran Family Service   

mailto:packratsandy@yahoo.comby
mailto:dcfruendt@icloud.com
mailto:packratsandy@yahoo.com
http://www.LutheranFamilyService.org
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Donation bin located in  
Narthex by the  

Office Door 
 

Please consider picking up extra 
items as you are shopping to  
donate to the CommUnity Crisis 
Center. 

“EVERYBODY COME ON DOWN…… 
YOU MAY BE THE NEXT  

CONTESTANT ON  
THE BIBLE IS RIGHT!!” 

 
 
 

Come join us on Sunday, May 10, during the regular Sunday 
School time of 9:20am for “The Bible Is Right”. All ages are 
welcome to come and it will be held in the Fellowship Hall. 
The contestants, whoever he or she is, will have their Bible 
trivia put to the challenge in front of an audience. Join us for 
fun and the contestants chance to win mission dollars for  
one of our missions. 
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Preschool Newsletter 
           Our Redeemer Preschool where children play, learn, and grow in Jesus!      
                                                   March 30—April 3, 2026 

Director/Teacher: Kaja Mueller  M-F Assistants:  Christie Cherian M/W/F, Sara Cross T/TH 
Preschool Phone: 319-338-3949          Fax: 319-338--9171          www.ourredeemerpreschoolic.org          preschool@ourredeemer.org 

Question for a Kid 
What can you do for someone else to say 

thank you? Thank God today for sending 

Jesus to be your Savior!  

Scholastic Books 
You can shop and submit your order 

online. Every purchase you make 

earns FREE books and educational 

supplies for our classroom.  

scholastic.com/readingclub; Class 

Activation Code MQWNQ.  

Spring Conferences  
Thank you for taking the time to meet with me 

about your child. Your involvement in their 

education contributes to their progress in  

preschool. We are happy to be involved in 

your child’s success!  

Next Week’s Snack 
You get to bring snacks and be our line leader. 

M/W/F = 16 students; T/TH = 13 students 

 Monday: Samuel 

 Tuesday: Emma 

 Wednesday: Neema 

 Thursday: Calvin 

 Friday: Ellis 

You only need to bring 2 healthy food groups 

for snack of the 5 presented in our Credible 

Food List packet. Half a gallon of a drink is all 

we really use in class. Thanks for the snack. All 

those staying for lunch remember the 5 food 

groups. 

Ee (To Yankee Doodle) 

Every morning Eloise has hard-boiled 

eggs for breakfast. She never ever eats 

them fried ‘cause boiled eggs are the 

tastiest! 

Eloise the elephant thinks 

that eggs are dandy. She 

eats eleven every day and 

says they taste like candy.  

This Week 
Bible Lesson—Holy Week & Easter  

Birthdays and months of the year 

Counting by 10s song 

Easter cross craft 

Final assessments 

Finish donkey craft 

Jesus is my Treasure song 

Question for the morning 

Wednesday – Prayer Walk 

 Dates 
April 1/2—Parent Teacher  

   Conferences after school 

April 3—No School 

April 22/23— Donuts with 

Grown-Ups & Spring Program 

April 24 – No Preschool  

May 1 – Pizza & Playground 

Night FREE 

May 21/22—Last Days of School 

Celebration and Graduation 

Enrollment for 2026-
2027 is OPEN! 

Preschool enrollment for next year 

is now open! Be sure to register 

soon to reserve your child’s spot. 

http://www.scholastic.com/readingclub
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Children’s Ministry  
Birth—5th Grade 

 

 

 

Lesson: Pentecost 
Teacher(s): Jonie & Kaja 

Sunday School 

Sunday, April 5
th
 

 

Kids Club 
Wednesday, April 8 

6:45pm 

We will be holding the Easter Egg 
Hunt on Easter Sunday. 
 
ALL children 5th grade and younger are 
invited to join us for the Easter Egg 
hunt.   
 
Please meet outside on the grassy hill 
by the West door. 
 
In case of rain, we will meet inside. 

EASTER EGG HUNT  
Sunday, April 5th 

10:05 am 

No Sunday School  
Classes 

 
Easter Breakfast 

8:00am—10:00am 
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6th —12th Grade 

Youth Coordinator Kara Hartwig youthcoordinator@ourredeemer.org (319) 855-2728 

Save the Dates 
 

 
 

April 3rd 
Good Friday Services—1:00pm & 7:00pm 
NO SCHOOL ICCSD 
 
 
April 4th 
Easter Breakfast Prep—8:00am 
 
 
April 5th 
Easter Services  
        7:00am, 8:30am, 10:30am 
Easter Breakfast 8:00am—10:30am 
Easter Egg Hunt 10:05am 

Sunday School 

Sunday, April 5
th 

 Confirmation Classes 

Wednesday, April 8th at 6:45 pm 
 
 
6th Grade—Lecture 

Study Guide 

 
 
 
 
 
7th Grade—Small Group 

Review 

 
 
 
 
 

8th Grade—Small Group 
EXAM 

 

NO SUNDAY SCHOOL—

EASTER SUNDAY 

Easter Services 
      7:00am, 8:30am, 10:30am 
Easter Breakfast 
      8:00am—10:00am 
Easter Egg Hunt 
      10:05am 

Christ is  
Risen!!!  

Alleluia!! 
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OUR REDEEMER OFFICE DIRECTORY 
 

Office: 338-5626       Fax:  338-9171 Website:  http://www.ourredeemer.org            Preschool:  338-3949 
Prayer Chain:  351-5297 or prayerchain@ourredeemer.org            Special Announcements Line:  338-3505 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
     
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

                

 2026 Board of Elders  

Tim Eick   248-514-2881 
Rick Gienapp   319-331-7425 
Skip Kempnich   319-331-5639 
Cameron Koch   319-269-0871 
Jordan Lyon   563-506-2321 
Brad Mullane   319-936-5826 
TJ Ramsey                319-325-3790 
Kevin Roiseland (Chairman) 319-230-5247 
Chad Waring   319-331-8303 
 

 
 

DEADLINES 
 

Reflections (printed weekly):  Information must be submitted (written, typed, emailed or faxed) each Wednesday by 5:00 pm 
 
Beacon Newsletter & Church Activities Calendar (printed monthly):  Information must be submitted (written, typed, emailed or 
faxed) by noon on the 20th of each month. 

 
RADIO 

 

Lutheran Hour Ministries on Radio—WMT 600 AM Radio on Sunday mornings at 6:30 am, and KXEL 1540 AM Radio on 
Sunday mornings at 9:30 am.  For more information on Lutheran Hour Ministries go to www.LHM.org.  

 
VOLUNTEER BACKGROUND SCREENING 

 
 

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church has a strong, caring ministry with children and youth. To promote the safest and most secure  
environment possible all employees and volunteers, both new and existing, undergo a background screening before working with 
younger members. Performing background checks provides safeguards and peace of mind to our staff, volunteers, parents, youth, 
and children. 

STAFF & EMAIL PHONE NO.          STAFF & EMAIL PHONE NO.          

Rev. Dr. Brent Hartwig, Senior Pastor 
bhartwig@ourredeemer.org 

338-5626 (church) 
337-2403 (home)  

Kaja Mueller, Preschool Director 
preschool@ourredeemer.org  

338-3949 (preschool) 
338-5626 (church) 

    

Andrew Vought, Vicar 
vicar@ourredeemer.org 

338-5626 (church) Lorrie Bailey, Office Coordinator 
redeemer@ourredeemer.org 

338-5626 (church) 

    

Christie Cherian, Preschool Assistant 
preschoolassistant@ourredeemer.org 

338-3949 (preschool) Sara Cross, Preschool Assistant 
preschoolassistant@ourredeemer.org 

338-3949 (preschool) 

    

Sarah Ghabel, Bookkeeper 
bookkeeper@ourredeemer.org 

338-5626 (church) Kara Hartwig, Youth Coordinator 
youthcoordinator@ourredeemer.org 

338-5626 (church) 

    

Denise Holida, Adult Coordinator  
smallgroups@ourredeemer.org 

338-5626 (church) 
930-0165 (cell) 

Louise Klopp, Director Choirs/
Properties 
choirdirector@ourredeemer.org 

338-5626 (church) 

    

Laurel Sellers, Consultant 
consultant@ourredeemer.org 

319-331-3242 (cell) 
338-5626 ext. 21 

Kevin Sellers 
Director of Technology 
technology@ourredeemer.org 

338-5626 ext. 18 
631-8924 (cell) 

Marilyn Paetz, Organist  

 
351-4262 (home)   

   2026 Board of Directors 

President Jeff Kucera  563-316-1088 
Vice President Bruce Maurer  319-530-1524 
Secretary Barb Pronk  641-425-4880 
Treasurer Kennedy Donovan 515-230-2057 
Board of Elders Kevin Roiseland  319-230-5247 
Properties Dave Yansky  319-621-7694 
At Large  Mary Robinson  319-400-5572 
  Jim Tiedemann  319-341-3400 
  Steve Scott  563-889-0990 

http://www.ourredeemer.org/
mailto:prayerchain@ourredeemer.org
mailto:bhartwig@ourredeemer.org
mailto:preschoolassistant@ourredeemer.org
mailto:preschoolassistant@ourredeemer.org
mailto:bookkeep@ourredeemer.org
mailto:smallgroups@ourredeemer.org
mailto:choirdirector@ourredeemer.org
mailto:technology@ourredeemer.org

