
  

  

 

Weekly Newsletter—January 18, 2026 

~Second Sunday after the Epiphany~ 

First Avenue and Court Street 
Iowa City, IA  52245 
Phone: 319-338-5626 

Email:  redeemer@ourredeemer.org 
www.ourredeemer.org 

Sunday School Lessons 
Date Scripture Bible Lesson 

January 18 Genesis 1:1-2:3 A Mighty Wonder—Creation 

January 25 Genesis 3 The Fall and a Promise—Fall into Sin 

  Sunday Coffee & Treats 

This Sunday’s coffee and treats are 
being provided by the LWML. Come 
join us in the Gathering Place for a 
little fellowship before Sunday School 
and Adult Bible Class. 

During both worship services on 
Sunday, January 18, the 2026  
officers elected to represent Our  
Redeemer will be installed. We 
thank them for their willingness to 

take on leadership roles and we join in supporting 
them and encouraging them throughout their terms 
of service. 

OFFICE CLOSED  

January 19, 2026 

A reminder that the office will be closed 
on January 19 in honor of Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day.  

THE NOT SO NEWLYWED GAME 

January 18, 2026, 12:00 pm, Fellowship Hall 
Everyone is invited to cheer on our three newlywed (or not-so-newlywed) 
couples. We need a studio audience to applaud their efforts to match  
answers.  
 

Bring appetizers and goodies to share as our contestants compete. Come share the fun, fellowship, food, 
and laughter! Drinks and paper products will be provided.  

Building Healthy Families:  Life can be hard, and  
relationships can cause pain. When someone hurts you, 
you may find it difficult to trust again. Through all life's 
challenges, God never breaks His promise: "I will never 

leave you; I will never forsake you." (Hebrews 13) He does not 
abandon you in the pain but promises to stay with you – and 
puts people in place to be there, including pastors and  
counselors who are available to help with troubled relationships 
and the pain they leave behind. Remember, you’re not alone 
and (no matter what your German genes or your American  
individualist pride tells you) it’s okay to ask for help. God put us 
here to be good for one another. Lutheran Family Service 
www.LutheranFamilyService.org 

mailto:redeemer@ourredeemer.org
http://www.ourredeemer.org/
http://www.LutheranFamilyService.org
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Prayer of the Church/Epiphany/Second Sunday after the Epiphany/January 18, 2026 

P: In peace let us pray to the Lord: 
C: Lord have Mercy 
P: For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the 
Lord: 
C: Lord have Mercy 
P: For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and for the proclamation of the 
Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray to the Lord: 
C: Lord have Mercy 
P: For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare of us all, let us pray to the 
Lord: 
C: Lord have Mercy 
P: For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to the Lord: 
C: Lord have Mercy 
P: For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and for all who travel, let us pray to 
the Lord: 
C: Lord have Mercy 
P: For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and orphaned, and for all those in 
prison, let us pray to the Lord: 
C: Lord have Mercy 
P: For the sick and the dying, and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the Lord: 
C: Lord have Mercy 
P: For  
Becky Behrens, Dorothy Blume (Carol Schuldt’s sister), Joanne Bowman (Rob Bowman’s mother),  
April Tutton Clark (Sister of Grace Maurer), Tom Cowley (Aaron Mueller’s brother-in-law),  
John Enokian (brother of Chuck Enokian), Jason Fruendt, Carlene Fullerton (Bill Benson’s sister), 
Mary Helen Gibson (sister of Gwen McNatt Enokian), Dennis Huedepohl (friend of Bruce Maurer),  
Jeff Hundley (grandson of Karen Abernathy), Dora Jacobson (granddaughter of George and Carol 
Schuldt), Todd Jones (Barb & Ron Jones’ son), Ruth Langehough, Dot Langholdt (friend of Ruth  
Varney), Ben Malcom (father of Tiffany Roiseland), Craig Michel (Denise Schwarting’s step-dad), 
Laura Miller (Linda Bonefeld’s mother), Norma Miller (Twyla Freeman’s aunt), Jane Mills (aunt of Rob 
Ghabel), Merri Mullane, Julie Pratt-Mullenkamp (Cousin of Ruth Varney), Erin Nielsen (cousin of 
Crissy Pence), Marilyn Paetz, Faith Pederson, Ed Pederson, Beverly Prem, Faith Quinlan, Ben Rollins 
(Lorrie Bailey’s cousin), Carol Schuldt, George Schuldt, Amy Schulte (Crissy Pences’s sister),  
Lee Schwarting (Art Schwarting’s mother), Stanley Seese (friend of Harold Warner), Carol Simpson 
(mother of Kara Hartwig), Marlene Thompson, Natalie Ullrich (Jeff Kucera’s cousin), Reece Ullerich,  
Don Warner (Harold Warner’s brother), Harold Warner, Mark Wilson, and Garry Wilcox (Melissa  
Mullane’s dad), 
let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord have Mercy 
 
Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the Lord: 
C: Lord have Mercy, Christ have Mercy, Lord have mercy. Amen. 
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Sunday, 01/18—Installation of Officers  Wednesday continued...  

Worship Service 8:00am Windmill Manor 2:00pm 

Adult Bible Class/Sunday School 9:20am Choir Rehearsal 6:45pm 

Worship Service  10:30am Midweek Classes 6:45pm 

Not So Newlywed Game 12:00pm Adult Bible Study 7:00pm 

Cross and Entrance Committee 1:30pm   

  Thursday, 01/22  

Monday, 01/19—OFFICE CLOSED  Comfort Tiers 9:00am 

LWML Planning Meeting 6:00pm Kitchen Cleaning 1:00pm 

Chamber Singers 6:00pm Al-Anon 7:30pm 

Sunlight AA Group 6:00pm   

  Friday, 01/23  

Tuesday, 01/20  ***  

Solon Nursing Home 9:30am   

GriefShare 6:00pm Saturday, 01/24  

SM-Small Group/Skip 6:30pm Men’s Bible Study 8:00am 

Al-Anon 7:00pm Worship Service 5:30pm 

    

Wednesday, 01/21  Sunday, 01/25  

TOPS 8:00am Worship Service 8:00am 

Bible Study 11:00am Sunday School/Adult Bible Class 9:20am 

Lunch Bunch 12:00pm Worship Service  10:30am 

This Week at Our Redeemer Lutheran Church January 18—25, 2026 

BIRTHDAYS 

January 18 Kahlan Eldridge, Kameron Eldridge, George Norenberg, Warner Stoll 
January 19 Kennedy Donovan, Paula Robinson, Ron Westfall 

January 20 Audrey Peterson 
January 21 Henry Diggelmann, Jackson Rosenberg, Kaela Stuart-Parrigon 

January 22 Vicki Fobian, Stacey Miller 

January 23 Michel Kopf 
January 24 Jean Graves, Shari Sorensen 

TIME                                                                                                         TREASURES 

Worship-In Person/Live Stream 01/10—5:30pm 37 Contributions $8,567.40 

Worship-In Person/Live Stream 01/11—8:00am 75 Monthly needs for budget $71,996.33 

Worship-In Person/Live Stream 01/11—10:30am 131   

Total Saturday/Sunday Worship 243 Sunday School/Adult Bible Class 42/57 

STEWARDSHIP  January 10/11, 2026 

CAMPERSHIPS TO CAMP IO-DIS-E-CA 

The Mission Guild is sponsoring camperships to Camp IO-DIS-E-CA. Please contact  
Linda Diggelmann at 319-594-6908 or diggelfa@gmail.com for more information.  
Applications will be accepted through January 31, 2026. 

https://campiodiseca.org/
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MAILING ADDRESSES FOR COLLEGE CARE PACKAGES 

The High School Youth will be making College Care Packages again this year. If you know a 
college student and want us to send them a care package, please email their name and 
college mailing address to Kara at: youthcoordinator@ourredeemer.org by Wednesday, 
January 21st. The packages will be packed on Wednesday, February 4. 

ITEMS NEEDED FOR THE KITCHEN 

The Kitchen Committee is asking for donations of the following items for the kitchen downstairs: 
 
 
Decaf Coffee 
 
 
 
 
Regular Coffee 
 
 
 
 
8 oz. foam coffee cups (please, not the paper ones as they tend to leak) 
 
Thank you in advance of any donations. They are appreciated. 

2026 FLOWER CALENDAR 
The 2026 flower calendar is on the bulletin board  between 
the upper level restrooms and the nursery. Sign up to provide 
altar flowers in celebration of an event, in memory of a loved 
one, or just because. 

Come and claim your items! 

We have quite a few items in lost and found that are missing their owners. 
Please pick them up from the table in the narthex by February 8.  Anything left 
after that will be donated or discarded. 
 
Also, the unclaimed kitchenware from the kitchen have been brought up and 
placed on the table in the narthex. 

mailto:youthcoordinator@ourredeemer.org?subject=College%20Care%20Package
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Cost: $8/person --includes bowling, shoe rental, pizza and drink. This fun event is for all ages 

of our congregation and friends are welcome to join us! Pizza will start at 11:45 am in the 

Fellowship Hall. We will assign lanes and hand out shoe rental cards. After lunch we will 

meet at Colonial Lanes, Iowa City. There can be 6-8 players on your team. We will be 

bowling one full game. See you on the lanes!!! Quiz Question: In the game of bowling—

What is a turkey? 

Our Redeemer BOWLING Day 

Sunday, February 1, 2026 

11:45 am  

No, not Super Bowl!  
It is kickoff for our Ministry Expansion Project! 

 
Sunday, February 8 is the kickoff Sunday for our ministry expansion campaign. Our Voters’ Meeting that 
follows the 10:30 am worship service will be devoted to sharing the vision for our upcoming building 
project and answering questions about the needs, changes, and costs.  
 
A lunch will be provided in the Fellowship Hall. Come, share the vision and learn more about the coming 
renovations to the cross and entrances, as well as what a ministry expansion campaign entails. 
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WHY SHOULD I CONSIDER WEARING  
MY NAME TAG? 

Because wearing your name tag helps – 
 others to call you by name 
 you to be known by others 
 the vicar to match a name with a face 
 encourage new members to wear their name tags 
 those who have a hard time remembering names 
 start conversations 
 everyone to get to know each other better 
 to identify those who are members and those who are visiting 
 those who think they know your name, but because you’re wearing your name tag,  
       they can be sure of it 

 
The Property Committee is looking for additional members to assist with many projects - repairs, keep  
buildings, grounds, and equipment in working order.  Some of our key duties include: 
• Working with other committee members focusing on upkeep, repairs and general maintenance 
      of buildings, facilities, and grounds of church properties, ensuring they are safe, functional, and  
      well-maintained.  
• Helping fix everything from a leaky faucet to replacing a furnace filter, touch-up paint and more. 
• Knowing the tools of the trade, a star member is reliable, collaborative and takes pride in their work and 

our church. 
• Attending monthly meetings.  It’s our responsibility to keep the lights on —and sometimes that means 

literally. 
 
If you have any questions you can contact Dave Yansky, Chairman of the Property Committee. 
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Donation bin located in  
Narthex by the  

Office Door 
 

Please consider picking up extra 
items as you are shopping to  
donate to the CommUnity Crisis 
Center. 
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Preschool Newsletter 
           Our Redeemer Preschool where children play, learn, and grow in Jesus!      
                                                   January 12—16, 2026 

Director/Teacher: Kaja Mueller  M-F Assistants:  Christie Cherian M/W/F, Sara Cross T/TH 
Preschool Phone: 319-338-3949          Fax: 319-338--9171          www.ourredeemerpreschoolic.org          preschool@ourredeemer.org 

44 YEARS 

Next Week’s Snack 
You get to bring snacks and be our line leader. 

M/W/F = 15 students; T/TH = 13 students 

 Monday: NO PRESCHOOL 

 Tuesday: Parker 

 Wednesday: Samuel 

 Thursday: Ava 

 Friday: Iven 

You only need to bring 2 healthy food groups 

for snack of the 5 presented in our Credible 

Food List packet. Half a gallon of a drink is all 

we really use in class. Thanks for the snack. All 

those staying for lunch remember the 5 food 

groups. 

This Week 
Bible Lesson—Boy Jesus in the Temple 

Letter Y books 

Letter Yy—recognize, write,    

     and make the sound 

Line leader story 

Math equation  

Mixing colors 

Science books 

Snow facts 

Snowman name craft 

What is your birthday /  

     telephone number?  

Winter books 

Dates 
January 19—No School 

February 11/12—Valentines 

Party in class 

February 17 & March 4 —No School 

March 16-20—No School Spring Break 

April 1/2—Parent Teacher 

Conferences after school 

April 3—No School 

April 17/18— Donuts with 

Grown-Ups & Spring Program 

April 24 – No Preschool  

May 1 – Pizza & Playground Night 

May 21/22—Last Days of School  

   Celebration and Graduation 

Question for Kids 
Q:What do you think stars are made of?  

A: A star is a luminous ball of gas, mostly  

hydrogen and helium, held together by its 

own gravity.  

Fat old five goes down and around, 
put a flag on the top and see what 

you’ve found.  

WHITE (To the tune of Little Brown Jug) 

 

W-H-I-T-E 

That spells white, sing with me.  

Milk is white, and so is glue.  

Ghosts are white 

And they say bo!  

 

W-H-I-T-E 

That spells white, sing with me. 

The clouds above, the snow below,  

Santa’s beard, ho, ho, ho!  

Yy (To If You’re Happy and You Know It) 

If you think that yams are 

yummy yell out, “Yes!” If you 

think that yams are yummy, 

yell out, “Yes!” If you think 

that yams are yummy, yell 

out, “Yes!” and rub your 

tummy. If you think that 

yams are yummy, yell out, “Yes!” 
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Consign through Stuff is a fundraiser for our preschool. You can donate items by 

dropping them off yourselves or placing them in a box outside the preschool.  

Preschool will receive 50% of the profit from the donated items that are sold at 

Stuff. All items given to Stuff will be a donation if they cannot sell them.   

Consigner Number : Iowa City #43522 Coralville #38168 

$5 Lunch Option 
Everyday there are children who stay for lunch. If you would like to join us at any point, 

please let Mrs. Kaja know. All you need is $5 and your lunch! If you want to make it 

more permanent, you can place the cost on your monthly tuition and stay for lunch 

each preschool day your child comes to preschool. 

 

 

0.  To the left and around we go, that’s the way to make zero.  

1. A straight line down is fun, that’s the way to make a one.  

2. Around and back on a railroad track. Two—Two– Two!  

3. Around a tree, around a tree, that’s the way to make a three. 

4. Down and over, down once more, that’s the way to make a four.  

5. Fat old five goes down and around, put a flag on the top and see what you’ve 

found.  

6. A line and a loop, six rolls a hoop.  

7. Across the sky and down from heaven, that's the way you make a seven. 

8. Make an 'S' but do not wait. Go right back up and make an eight. 

9. A loop and down line, that's the way to make nine! 

Snow Science Activity 
Monday—SNOAP: Rip up a toilet paper roll, shred a bar of soap on top, use a pipet to add  

water (a little at a time). Mix with hands and you can build a SNOAPman or anything else you 

can create.  
 

Tuesday—We explored mixing colors. We started with our three primary  

colors: red, blue, and yellow.  
 

Wednesday 

—I used a plastic bag with water in it, and then I stuck a lot of sharp pencils 

in and it did not leak.  

—For some of the kids this week, it was great fun mixing 4 cups baking soda and 1 cup hair 

conditioner. It was fun molding it and mixing it. Some of the kids are still learning how to control 

their excitement and play, and others were washing their hands every few minutes. It smelled 

clean in the room and clean-up was easy. All we had to do was add water!  
 

Thursday—Snowflakes https://youtu.be/7AeiwLhFuFQ 
 

Friday— How are snowflakes are made? https://youtu.be/-M48RfaWcWA 
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Children’s Ministry  
Birth—5th Grade 

 

 
Kids Club 

4 years old—5th Grade 
Wednesdays at 6:45pm 

Sunday School 

Sunday, January 18
th
 

9:20am 

A Mighty Wonder—Creation 
Genesis 1:1—2:3 

January 21 
Lesson:  

Nunc Dimittis 
(Jesus presented in the temple) 
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6th —12th Grade 

Youth Coordinator Kara Hartwig youthcoordinator@ourredeemer.org (319) 855-2728 

 Confirmation Classes 

Wednesday, January 21st at 6:45 pm 
 
6th Grade—Lecture 

Exile 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7th Grade—Small Group 

Third, Fourth & Fifth 
petitions of the Lord’s 
Prayer 

 
 
 
 

8th Grade—Small Group 
Creed 3rdArticle 

Confirmation Winter Retreat 

Friday, February 6—Saturday, February 7, 2026 
Location will be a local area hotel For all 6th, 7th, 
and 8th Grade Confirmation students. 
 

PARENTS: We need several parents to chaperone  
this overnight event. Parents attend free. Email  
Kara at youthcoordinator@ourredeemer.org  
to register as a chaperone.  
 

Registration form & payment DUE:  
Wednesday, January 21st  
 

 
 

Winter Calendar Date for Confirmation 

Classes & High School Midweek  
 

January 14th 
6:45 pm Confirmation Classes & Midweek  
8:00 pm Parents’ UKANDU Informational Meeting  

High School Midweek  

All high school youth & their friends are welcome! 
 

College Care Packages “Packing Night”  
Has been changed to February 4 @ 6:45 

pm in the Fellowship Hall  
 

The high school youth will help the Kids Club children  
pack the boxes, make personalized cards for each of  

the college students and label the boxes. We’ll  
pray for the college students and hear a story.  

Our Redeemer BOWLING Day 
Sunday, February 1, 2026 
1:00 pm at Colonial Lanes 
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OUR REDEEMER OFFICE DIRECTORY 
 

Office: 338-5626       Fax:  338-9171 Website:  http://www.ourredeemer.org            Preschool:  338-3949 
Prayer Chain:  351-5297 or prayerchain@ourredeemer.org            Special Announcements Line:  338-3505 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
     
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

                

 2026 Board of Elders  

TJ Ramsey                319-325-3790 
Kevin Roiseland    319-230-5247 
Tim Eick   248-514-2881 
Rick Gienapp   319-331-7425 
Chad Waring   319-331-8303 
Skip Kempnich   319-331-5369  
Brad Mullane   319-936-5826 
Cameron Koch   319-269-0871 
Jordan Lyon   563-506-2321 
 

 
 

DEADLINES 
 

Reflections (printed weekly):  Information must be submitted (written, typed, emailed or faxed) each Wednesday by 5:00 pm 
 
Beacon Newsletter & Church Activities Calendar (printed monthly):  Information must be submitted (written, typed, emailed or 
faxed) by noon on the 20th of each month. 

 
RADIO 

 

Lutheran Hour Ministries on Radio—WMT 600 AM Radio on Sunday mornings at 6:30 am, and KXEL 1540 AM Radio on 
Sunday mornings at 9:30 am.  For more information on Lutheran Hour Ministries go to www.LHM.org.  

 
VOLUNTEER BACKGROUND SCREENING 

 
 

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church has a strong, caring ministry with children and youth. To promote the safest and most secure  
environment possible all employees and volunteers, both new and existing, undergo a background screening before working with 
younger members. Performing background checks provides safeguards and peace of mind to our staff, volunteers, parents, youth, 
and children. 

STAFF & EMAIL PHONE NO.          STAFF & EMAIL PHONE NO.          

Rev. Dr. Brent Hartwig, Senior Pastor 
bhartwig@ourredeemer.org 

338-5626 (church) 
337-2403 (home)  

Kaja Mueller, Preschool Director 
preschool@ourredeemer.org  

338-3949 (preschool) 
338-5626 (church) 

    

Andrew Vought, Vicar 
vicar@ourredeemer.org 

338-5626 (church) Lorrie Bailey, Office Coordinator 
redeemer@ourredeemer.org 

338-5626 (church) 

    

Christie Cherian, Preschool Assistant 
preschoolassistant@ourredeemer.org 

338-3949 (preschool) Sara Cross, Preschool Assistant 
preschoolassistant@ourredeemer.org 

338-3949 (preschool) 

    

Sarah Ghabel, Bookkeeper 
bookkeeper@ourredeemer.org 

338-5626 (church) Kara Hartwig, Youth Coordinator 
youthcoordinator@ourredeemer.org 

338-5626 (church) 

    

Denise Holida, Adult Coordinator  
smallgroups@ourredeemer.org 

338-5626 (church) 
930-0165 (cell) 

Louise Klopp, Director Choirs/
Properties 
choirdirector@ourredeemer.org 

338-5626 (church) 

    

Laurel Sellers, Consultant 
consultant@ourredeemer.org 

319-331-3242 (cell) 
338-5626 ext. 21 

Kevin Sellers 
Director of Technology 
technology@ourredeemer.org 

338-5626 ext. 18 
631-8924 (cell) 

Marilyn Paetz, Organist  

 
351-4262 (home)   

   2026 Board of Directors 

President Jeff Kucera  563-316-1088 
Vice President Bruce Maurer  319-530-1524 
Secretary Barb Pronk  641-425-4880 
Treasurer Kennedy Donovan 515-230-2057 
Board of Elders  
Properties Dave Yansky  319-621-7694 
At Large  Mary Robinson  319-400-5572 
  Jim Tiedemann  319-341-3400 
  Steve Scott  563-889-0990 

http://www.ourredeemer.org/
mailto:prayerchain@ourredeemer.org
mailto:bhartwig@ourredeemer.org
mailto:preschoolassistant@ourredeemer.org
mailto:preschoolassistant@ourredeemer.org
mailto:bookkeep@ourredeemer.org
mailto:smallgroups@ourredeemer.org
mailto:choirdirector@ourredeemer.org
mailto:technology@ourredeemer.org

