
  

  

 

Weekly Newsletter—January 11, 2026 

~Epiphany/Baptism of Our Lord~ 

First Avenue and Court Street 
Iowa City, IA  52245 
Phone: 319-338-5626 

Email:  redeemer@ourredeemer.org 
www.ourredeemer.org 

Sunday School Lessons 
Date Scripture Bible Lesson 

January 11 Matthew 25:31-49; Revelation 22:6-21 The Last Call—Jesus Will Return 

January 18 Genesis 1:1-2:3 A Mighty Wonder—Creation 

January 25 Genesis 3 The Fall and a Promise—Fall into Sin 

  Sunday Coffee & Treats 
 

This Sunday’s coffee and treats are being provided by the Connections Committee. Come 
join us in the Gathering Place for a little fellowship before Sunday School and Adult Bible 
Class. 

BRICK BUILDERS’ EVENT 
January 11 @ 11:45am, Fellowship Hall 

Do you enjoy building with Legos, Duplos, Building  Bricks, even Micro Mini builds? 
Come join others at church with a free lunch, a fun time building, competing, all 
under the umbrella of building a foundation in Christ. We will have some trivia 
time to test your knowledge. We will have some time to build with a purpose and 
some time to freely build. This is a great event to invite friends and neighbors to. 
Contact Kaja Mueller with questions, kaja@ourredeemer.org  

Building Healthy Families: What do da Vinci’s “Mona Lisa,” van Gogh’s “Starry Night,” and “You,” 
have in common? Yep - all three are masterpieces, but an even greater Master Craftsman created 
you! God formed you in your mother’s womb and knew you before you were born. You may see 
clumsy big feet with ingrown toenails, expanding thighs, or a receding hairline. He sees and loves 
what He created…a one-of-a-kind, unique you. Be careful not to paint the creation He designed 

with your own brush of negativity, inferiority, or shame. Thank God for and take good care of the body, 
mind, and spirit you have! “For we are God’s handiwork...” Ephesians 2:10                   

Lutheran Family Service  www.LutheranFamilyService.org 

mailto:redeemer@ourredeemer.org
http://www.ourredeemer.org/
http://www.LutheranFamilyService.org
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Prayer of the Church/Epiphany/Baptism of Our Lord/January 11, 2026 

P: In peace let us pray to the Lord: 
C: Lord have Mercy 
P: For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the 
Lord: 
C: Lord have Mercy 
P: For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and for the proclamation of the 
Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray to the Lord: 
C: Lord have Mercy 
P: For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare of us all, let us pray to the 
Lord: 
C: Lord have Mercy 
P: For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to the Lord: 
C: Lord have Mercy 
P: For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and for all who travel, let us pray to 
the Lord: 
C: Lord have Mercy 
P: For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and orphaned, and for all those in 
prison, let us pray to the Lord: 
C: Lord have Mercy 
P: For the sick and the dying, and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the Lord: 
C: Lord have Mercy 
P: For  
Becky Behrens, Dorothy Blume (Carol Schuldt’s sister), Joanne Bowman (Rob Bowman’s mother),  
April Tutton Clark (Sister of Grace Maurer), Tom Cowley (Aaron Mueller’s brother-in-law),  
John Enokian (brother of Chuck Enokian), Jason Fruendt, Carlene Fullerton (Bill Benson’s sister), 
Mary Helen Gibson (sister of Gwen McNatt Enokian), Dennis Huedepohl (friend of Bruce Maurer),  
Jeff Hundley (grandson of Karen Abernathy), Dora Jacobson (granddaughter of George and Carol 
Schuldt), Todd Jones (Barb & Ron Jones’ son), Ruth Langehough, Dot Langholdt (friend of Ruth  
Varney), Ben Malcom (father of Tiffany Roiseland), Craig Michel (Denise Schwarting’s step-dad), 
Laura Miller (Linda Bonefeld’s mother), Norma Miller (Twyla Freeman’s aunt), Jane Mills (aunt of Rob 
Ghabel), Merri Mullane, Julie Pratt-Mullenkamp (Cousin of Ruth Varney), Erin Nielsen (cousin of Crissy 
Pence), Marilyn Paetz, Faith Pederson, Ed Pederson, Faith Quinlan, Marlene Read (Dave Fruendt’s  
sister), Ben Rollins (Lorrie Bailey’s cousin), Carol Schuldt, George Schuldt, Amy Schulte (Crissy  
Pences’s sister), Lee Schwarting (Art Schwarting’s mother), Stanley Seese (friend of Harold Warner), 
Carol Simpson (mother of Kara Hartwig), Marlene Thompson, Natalie Ullrich (Jeff Kucera’s cousin),  
Reece Ullerich, Don Warner (Harold Warner’s brother), Harold Warner, Mark Wilson, and  
Garry Wilcox (Melissa Mullane’s dad), 
let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord have Mercy 
 
Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the Lord: 
C: Lord have Mercy, Christ have Mercy, Lord have mercy. Amen. 
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Sunday, 01/11  Wednesday continued...  

Worship Service 8:00am Properties Committee 5:30pm 

Adult Bible Class/Sunday School 9:20am Choir Rehearsal 6:45pm 

Worship Service  10:30am Midweek Classes 6:45pm 

Brick Builders’ Event 11:45am Adult Bible Study 7:00pm 

  UKANDU Informational Meeting 8:00pm 

Monday, 01/12    

Staff Meeting 1:00pm Thursday, 01/15  

Tasting Bee Planning Meeting 4:00pm Comfort Tiers 9:00am 

Old Capitol Quilters 6:00pm Atrium Village 3:30pm 

Chamber Singers 6:00pm Al-Anon 7:30pm 

Sunlight AA Group 6:00pm   

Preschool Committee 6:30pm Friday, 01/16  

Outreach Committee 6:30pm ***  

    

Tuesday, 01/13  Saturday, 01/17  

GriefShare 6:00pm Worship Service 5:30pm 

Connections Committee 6:30pm   

Al-Anon 7:00pm Sunday, 01/18  

  Worship Service 8:00am 

Wednesday, 01/14  Sunday School/Adult Bible Class 9:20am 

TOPS 8:00am Worship Service  10:30am 

Bible Study 11:00am Not So Newlywed Game 12:00pm 

Lunch Bunch 12:00pm   

This Week at Our Redeemer Lutheran Church January 11—18, 2026 

BIRTHDAYS 

January 11 Bill Eckhardt Jr., Ryson Stuart, Lynne Thomas 
January 12 Cole Jackson 

January 13 Esmeralda Davis, Molly Krogh, Jill Nemitz, Ryan Young 
January 14 David Davis Jr., Ryan Freeman, Claire Hartwig, Gary Hotz, Makayla Reese, Joseph Robinson,  

Richard Sexton, Doris Siemer 
January 15 Carter Borntrager, Jessica Johnson, Pam Kapple, Archer Knock 

January 16 Raymond Boyum, Jim Mickelson 
January 17 Nyle Kruse, Emily Robinson, Madeline Robinson, Myranda Robinson 

TIME                                                                                                         TREASURES 

Worship-In Person/Live Stream 01/03—5:30pm 48 Contributions $18,998.25 

Worship-In Person/Live Stream 01/04—8:00am 84 Monthly needs for budget $71,996.33 

Worship-In Person/Live Stream 01/04—10:30am 173   

Total Saturday/Sunday Worship 305 Sunday School/Adult Bible Class 59/28 

STEWARDSHIP  January 3/4, 2026 

CAMPERSHIPS TO CAMP IO-DIS-E-CA 

The Mission Guild is sponsoring camperships to Camp IO-DIS-E-CA. Please contact Linda  
Diggelmann at 319-594-6908 or diggelfa@gmail.com for more information. Applications will be 
accepted through January 31, 2026. 

https://campiodiseca.org/
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During both worship services on Sunday, January 18, the 2026 officers 
elected to represent Our Redeemer will be installed. We thank them for 
their willingness to take on leadership roles and we join in supporting 
them and encouraging them throughout their terms of service. 

Summer Servant Event Dates:  June 20—27, 2026 
 

Youth participants and adult chaperones work together to 
serve Chicago-land communities through outreach projects.    
 

Who Can Serve?  Adults, high school youth and 8th graders 
 

Join us at this informational meeting to find out more. 

UKANDU 2026 
Informational Meeting 

 
Wednesday, January 14th 

8:00 pm 
Fellowship Hall 

THE NOT SO NEWLYWED GAME 

January 18, 2026 

12:00 pm 

Fellowship Hall 

 
Everyone is invited to cheer on our three newlywed (or 
not-so-newlywed) couples. We need a studio audience 
to applaud their efforts to match answers.  
 

Bring appetizers and goodies to share as our contestants compete. Come share the fun, fellowship, 
food, and laughter! Drinks and paper products will be provided.  

2026 FLOWER CALENDAR 
The 2026 flower calendar is on the bulletin board  between 
the upper level restrooms and the nursery. Sign up to provide 
altar flowers in celebration of an event, in memory of a loved 
one, or just because. 
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OFFICE CLOSED  

January 19, 2026 

A reminder that the office will be closed on January 19 
in honor of Martin Luther King Jr. Day.  

 

 

 

MAILING ADDRESSES FOR COLLEGE CARE PACKAGES 

The High School Youth will be making College Care Packages again this year. If you  
know a college student and want us to send them a care package, please email their 
name and college mailing address to Kara at: youthcoordinator@ourredeemer.org by 
Wednesday, January 21st.  

ITEMS NEEDED FOR THE KITCHEN 

The Kitchen Committee is asking for donations of the following items for the kitchen downstairs: 
 
 
Decaf Coffee 
 
 
 
 
Regular Coffee 
 
 
 
 
8 oz. foam coffee cups (please, not the paper ones as they tend to leak) 
 
Thank you in advance of any donations. They are appreciated. 

mailto:youthcoordinator@ourredeemer.org?subject=College%20Care%20Package


6 



7 



8 



9 

This Week 
Bible Lesson—The wisemen  

following the star 

Fire Drill 

Letter S books 

Letter Ss—recognize, write, and  

make the sound 

Line leader story 

Math equation  

Nocturnal animal painting 

Number recognition  

Opposite song 

Sleep time books 

Snowman monthly board craft 

Star craft 

Welcome nocturnal question 

What is a nocturnal animal? 

What is your birthday/telephone number? 
 

Learning Centers 
Nocturnal animal puzzles 

Nocturnal animal name  recognition 

Nocturnal animal coloring 

Color letter S 

Color pajamas 

Sleep / night books  

Sensory table white cotton balls 

 

 Dates 
January 19—No School 

February 11/12—Valentines Party in class 

February 17 & March 4 —No School 

March 16-20—No School Spring Break 

April 1/2—Parent Teacher Conferences 

after school 

April 3—No School 

April 17/18— Donuts with Grown-Ups & 

      Spring Program 

April 24 – No Preschool  

May 1 – Pizza & Playground Night 

May 21/22—Last Days of School  

Celebration and Graduation 

Preschool Newsletter 
           Our Redeemer Preschool where children play, learn, and grow in Jesus!      
                                                   January 5—9, 2026 

Director/Teacher: Kaja Mueller  M-F Assistants:  Christie Cherian M/W/F, Sara Cross T/TH 
Preschool Phone: 319-338-3949          Fax: 319-338--9171          www.ourredeemerpreschoolic.org          preschool@ourredeemer.org 

44 YEARS 

 

Snack Next Week 
You get to bring snacks and be our line leader. 

M/W/F = 14 students; T/TH = 12 students 

 Monday: Jane 

 Tuesday: Emma 

 Wednesday: Brooklyn 

 Thursday: Calvin 

 Friday: Cata 

You only need to bring 2 healthy food groups 

for snack of the 5 presented in our Credible 

Food List packet. Half a gallon of a drink is all 

we really use in class. Thanks for the snack. All 

those staying for lunch remember the 5 food 

groups. 

Scholastic Books 
You can shop and submit your order 

online. Every purchase you make 

earns FREE books and educational 

supplies for our classroom.  

scholastic.com/readingclub; Class 

Activation Code MQWNQ.  

Question for a kid 
What gift would you bring to Jesus if you 

were traveling like the wisemen?  

 

Ss (To Row, Row, Row Your Boat) 

Sing, sing, sing a 

song, sing a silly song. 

Singily, jingily, ringily, 

swingily, won’t you 

sing a long? 

http://www.scholastic.com/readingclub
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Monthly Snack Prayer 
Thank, Thank, Thank You God 

(Row, Row, Row Your Boat) 

 

Thank, thank, thank You God,  

Thank You now we pray,  

You have given all we need,  

To live through everyday.  
 

 

Nocturnal animals are awake and active at night and then sleep during the day. Some noctur-

nal animals can be seen during the day, but most of them spend their whole day resting. Exam-

ples of nocturnal animals include bats, skunks, aardvarks, and owls. Nocturnal animals sleep 

during the day for various reasons. Follow the link to guess the nocturnal animal sound.  

https://youtu.be/q0ykeNSuiIk?si=VuCoIym8k7UGf7bw  

Preschool Christmas Wish List 
 

Thank you to all who have gifted or given money to our preschool 

Christmas Wish List! I am thankful to God everyday that we have such 

wonderful support for our preschool students. Merry Christmas and 

God bless us all in the New Year.  1 Thessalonians 5:16-18. “Rejoice  
always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God's 
will for you in Christ Jesus.” 

 

Consign through Stuff Etc.; this is a fundraiser for our preschool. You can donate 

items by dropping them off yourselves or placing them in a box outside the    

preschool. Preschool will receive 50% of the profit from the donated items that 

are sold at Stuff. All items given to Stuff will be a donation if they cannot sell 

them.  Consigner Number : Iowa City #43522 Coralville #38168 

 
$5 Lunch Option 

Everyday there are children who 

stay for lunch. If you would like to 

join us at any point, please let Mrs. 

Kaja know. All you need is $5 and 

your lunch! If you want to make it 

more permanent, you can place 

the cost on your monthly tuition  

and stay for lunch each preschool 

day your child comes to preschool. 
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Children’s Ministry  
Birth—5th Grade 

 

 
Kids Club 

4 years old—5th Grade 
Wednesdays at 6:45pm 

Sunday School 

Sunday, January 11
th
 

9:20am 

The Last Call—Jesus Will Return 
Matthew 25:31-49; Revelation 22:6-21 

January 14 
Lesson:  

Divine Worship Settings Daily 
Office (Matins, Vespers,  
Morning Prayer, Evening  

Prayer, and Compline) 
Teachers: Jonie & Kaja 
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6th —12th Grade 

Youth Coordinator Kara Hartwig youthcoordinator@ourredeemer.org (319) 855-2728 

 Confirmation Classes 

Wednesday, January 14th at 6:45 pm 
 
6th Grade—Small Group 

Prophets 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7th Grade—Lecture 

Third, Fourth & Fifth 
petitions of the Lord’s 
Prayer 

 
 
 
 

8th Grade—Lecture 
Creed 2ndArticle 

Confirmation Winter Retreat 

Friday, February 6—Saturday, February 7, 2026 
Location will be a local area hotel For all 6th, 7th, 
and 8th Grade Confirmation students. 
 

PARENTS: We need several parents to chaperone  
this overnight event. Parents attend free. Email  
Kara at youthcoordinator@ourredeemer.org  
to register as a chaperone.  
 

Registration form & payment DUE:  
Wednesday, January 21st  
 

 
 

Winter Calendar Date for Confirmation 

Classes & High School Midweek  
 

January 14th 
6:45 pm Confirmation Classes & Midweek  
8:00 pm Parents’ UKANDU Informational Meeting  

High School Midweek  

All high school youth & their friends are welcome! 
 

College Care Packages “Packing Night”  
January 28 @ 6:45 pm in the Fellowship Hall  

 
The high school youth will help the Kids Club children  
pack the boxes, make personalized cards for each of  

the college students and label the boxes. We’ll  
pray for the college students and hear a story.  
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OUR REDEEMER OFFICE DIRECTORY 
 

Office: 338-5626       Fax:  338-9171 Website:  http://www.ourredeemer.org            Preschool:  338-3949 
Prayer Chain:  351-5297 or prayerchain@ourredeemer.org            Special Announcements Line:  338-3505 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
     
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

                

 2026 Board of Elders  

TJ Ramsey                 319-325-3790 
Kevin Roiseland    319-230-5247 
Tim Eick   248-514-2881 
Rick Gienapp   319-331-7425 
Chad Waring   319-331-8303 
Skip Kempnich   319-331-5639  
Brad Mullane   319-936-5826 
Cameron Koch   319-269-0871 
Jordan Lyon   563-506-2321 
 

 
 

DEADLINES 
 

Reflections (printed weekly):  Information must be submitted (written, typed, emailed or faxed) each Wednesday by 5:00 pm 
 
Beacon Newsletter & Church Activities Calendar (printed monthly):  Information must be submitted (written, typed, emailed or 
faxed) by noon on the 20th of each month. 

 
RADIO 

 

Lutheran Hour Ministries on Radio—WMT 600 AM Radio on Sunday mornings at 6:30 am, and KXEL 1540 AM Radio on 
Sunday mornings at 9:30 am.  For more information on Lutheran Hour Ministries go to www.LHM.org.  

 
VOLUNTEER BACKGROUND SCREENING 

 
 

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church has a strong, caring ministry with children and youth. To promote the safest and most secure  
environment possible all employees and volunteers, both new and existing, undergo a background screening before working with 
younger members. Performing background checks provides safeguards and peace of mind to our staff, volunteers, parents, youth, 
and children. 

STAFF & EMAIL PHONE NO.          STAFF & EMAIL PHONE NO.          

Rev. Dr. Brent Hartwig, Senior Pastor 
bhartwig@ourredeemer.org 

338-5626 (church) 
337-2403 (home)  

Kaja Mueller, Preschool Director 
preschool@ourredeemer.org  

338-3949 (preschool) 
338-5626 (church) 

    

Andrew Vought, Vicar 
vicar@ourredeemer.org 

338-5626 (church) Lorrie Bailey, Office Coordinator 
redeemer@ourredeemer.org 

338-5626 (church) 

    

Christie Cherian, Preschool Assistant 
preschoolassistant@ourredeemer.org 

338-3949 (preschool) Sara Cross, Preschool Assistant 
preschoolassistant@ourredeemer.org 

338-3949 (preschool) 

    

Sarah Ghabel, Bookkeeper 
bookkeeper@ourredeemer.org 

338-5626 (church) Kara Hartwig, Youth Coordinator 
youthcoordinator@ourredeemer.org 

338-5626 (church) 

    

Denise Holida, Adult Coordinator  
smallgroups@ourredeemer.org 

338-5626 (church) 
930-0165 (cell) 

Louise Klopp, Director Choirs/
Properties 
choirdirector@ourredeemer.org 

338-5626 (church) 

    

Laurel Sellers, Consultant 
consultant@ourredeemer.org 

319-331-3242 (cell) 
338-5626 ext. 21 

Kevin Sellers 
Director of Technology 
technology@ourredeemer.org 

338-5626 ext. 18 
631-8924 (cell) 

Marilyn Paetz, Organist  

 
351-4262 (home)   

   2026 Board of Directors 

President Jeff Kucera  563-316-1088 
Vice President Bruce Maurer  319-530-1524 
Secretary Barb Pronk  641-425-4880 
Treasurer Kennedy Donovan 515-230-2057 
Board of Elders  
Properties Dave Yansky  319-621-7694 
At Large  Mary Robinson  319-400-5572 
  Jim Tiedemann  319-341-3400 
  Steve Scott  563-889-0990 

http://www.ourredeemer.org/
mailto:prayerchain@ourredeemer.org
mailto:bhartwig@ourredeemer.org
mailto:preschoolassistant@ourredeemer.org
mailto:preschoolassistant@ourredeemer.org
mailto:bookkeep@ourredeemer.org
mailto:smallgroups@ourredeemer.org
mailto:choirdirector@ourredeemer.org
mailto:technology@ourredeemer.org

