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Reflections <~

Weekly Newsletter—August 3, 2025

~Eighth Sunday after Pentecost~

ADULT BIBLE CLASS

Read through the Bible in two years

Today’s
Light

DEVOTIONAL

BIBLE

English Stindav‘

Week 84 Date

08/04/2025 | Acts 3:1-4:37
08/05/2025 |Acts 5:1-42
08/06/2025 | Acts 6:1-8:40
08/07/2025 |Acts 9:1-43
08/08/2025 |Acts 10:1-11:30
08/09/2025 |Acts 12:1-25

Sunday School Lessons

Date Scripture

Bible Lesson

August 3 | Matthew 26:36-56

Betrayed and Arrested—Jesus in Gethsemane

August 10 No Classes—Fun Faith Fest Setup for indoor worship, Church Picnic

August 17 NYG PRESENTATION—AII ages meet in Fellowship Hall

August 24 | Mark 14:53-72

Standing Trial—Jesus on Trial/Peter Denies Jesus

August 31

No Classes—Labor Day Weekend

Flowers for the altar this weekend are from Skip
and Marilyn Kempnich giving thanks for 58 years

of marriage.

Vicar Andrew Vought and
family to Our Redeemer
Lutheran Church.

Vicar Vought is to be
installed this weekend.


mailto:redeemer@ourredeemer.org
http://www.ourredeemer.org/

Prayer of the Church/Eighth Sunday of Pentecost/August 3, 2025

Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.

God, our Creator and Redeemer, You wonderfully created our human nature and yet more wondrously restored it. By
the power of Your Spirit, set our minds on things above, where Christ is seated, and renew us more and more in Your
image. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

God, our Creator and Redeemer, guard Your Church, the people of Your own possession, and give to her honorable
and noble men for the Office of the Holy Ministry. We especially as your blessing to be upon our Vicar Andrew
Vought and Vicar Josiah Coblentz. Bless the seminarians we are supporting, Noah Hartwig (1st Year), Nathaniel
Pekari (2nd Year), and Tyler Simmons (4th Year). Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

God, our Creator and Redeemer, You promise to provide for all our needs of body and soul. Defend our hearts from
focusing on worldly wealth and our families from the strife that flows from the love of money. Lead us to trust Your
fatherly care in all things. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

God, our Creator and Redeemer, bless our Vacation Bible School this week. That in the fun, food, decorations, games,
and crafts, Your glory may be seen and salvation in You proclaimed. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

God, our Creator and Redeemer, You consecrate the gifts Your people bring and offer for us the very body and blood
of Christ for our salvation. Give us hearts to treasure this everlasting gift, and so protect us from the love of fleeting
riches. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

God, our Creator and Redeemer, we give you thanks for the love between husbands and wives and that you instituted
holy marriage. Bless Skip and Marilyn Kempnich for their 58th wedding anniversary. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our
prayer.

God, our Creator and Redeemer, You promise to hear our prayers and, through them, to involve us in Your divine
plan. As You heard and considered the prayers of faithful Abraham, hear our prayers on behalf of [we especially
remember Becky Behrens, Dorothy Blume (Carol Schuldt’s sister), April Tutton Clark (Sister of Grace Mauer)
Loren Deetz, Kathy Eick, John Enokian (brother of Chuck Enokian), Mary Helen Gibson (sister of Gwen McNatt
Enokian), Gabe Hundley (grandson of Karen Abernathy), Dora Jacobson (granddaughter of George and Carol
Schuldt), Sonja Jacobson (daughter of George and Carol Schuldt), Todd Jones (Barb & Ron Jones’ son), Ruth
Langehough, Dot Langholdt (friend of Ruth Varney), Lexi Little, Ben Malcom (father of Tiffany Roiseland), Mike
Miles, Norma Miller (Twyla Freeman’s aunt), Jane Mills (aunt of Rob Ghabel), Marvin Muhlenbruck, Merri
Mullane, Julie Pratt-Mullenkamp (Cousin of Ruth Varney), Delores Nace (sister of Doris Siemer), Erin Nielsen
(cousin of Crissy Pence), Ed Pederson, Lee Schwarting (Art Schwarting’s mother), Russell Sexton, David Soldner
(friend of Carol Holman), Carol Schuldt, Stanley Seese (friend of Harold Warner), Marlene Thompson, Natalie
Ullrich (Jeff Kucera’s cousin), Reece Ullerich, Don Warner (Harold Warner’s brother), Harold Warner, Mark
Wilson, Rod Wittich, Beth Wu, Martha Van Kirk, and Velma Zebuhr (Bruce Maurer’s aunt)] all who suffer. Spare
their lives, and through all things draw them ever closer to You. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

God, our Creator and Redeemer, hear our silent prayers...
[We pause for a moment of silent prayer.]
All these things and whatever else You know that we need, grant us, Father, for You have made us Your chosen

people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation belonging to You, through Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God now and forever. Amen, Amen, Amen!

A big THANK-YOU to all the packers, loaders, inside cleaning crew, landscape and outdoor workers and
also the unloading and unpacking crew this past week during the turnover of our Vicars! Our Redeemer is
truly blessed with many helping hands willing to serve when there is a need. Thank you again and may
God Bless You!




BIRTHDAYS

August 3 Douglas Kubit, Shirley Losby, Troy Stoll

August 4  Dane Dermody, Katie Loney, Shannon Miller

August 5 Sarah Juhl, Kaja Mueller, Craig Sexton, Nora Walters, Ben Weis

August 6 Lorna Jerred, Kelsey Schwarting

August 7 Kaitlyn Brimeyer, Kathy Druecker, Isaiah Giebeck, Tammy Krantz, Isaac Pinnell, Megan Raddatz,
Carrie Schneider

August 8 Debra Grolmus, Tate Nelson, Calvin Simmons, Grant Wardenburg, Diane Weyer

August 9  Tammy Frantz, Rachel Haack, Breanna O’Leary, Holden Schrader

STEWARDSHIP July 26/27, 2025

TIME TREASURES
Worship-In Person/Live Stream 7/26—5:30pm 50 | Contributions $10,236.25
Worship-In Person/Live Stream 7/27—8:00am 65 | Monthly needs for budget $71,996.33
Worship-In Person/Live Stream 7/27—10:30am 147
Total Saturday/Sunday Worship 262 | Sunday School/Adult Bible Class Na/60
This Week at Our Redeemer Lutheran Church, August 3—10, 2025
Sunday, 8/3—New Vicar Installed Thursday, 8/7
Worship Service 8:00am | VBS 5:00pm
Sunday School & Adult Bible Class 9:20am
Worship Service—VBS COMMISSIONING 10:30am Friday, 8/8
VBS Volunteer Lunch & Training 12:00pm | ***
VBS Setup 1:00pm
VBS 5:00pm Saturday, 8/9
Men’s Bible Study 8:00am
Monday, 8/4 Worship Service 5:30pm
Staff Meeting 1:00pm
VBS 5:00pm Sunday, 8/10—Fun Faith Fest
Worship Service 8:00am
Tuesday, 8/5 Fun Faith Fest Setup 9:20am
Solon Nursing Home 9:30am | Worship Service 10:30am
VBS 5:00pm | Hot Dog Lunch 12:00pm
Fun Faith Fest 1:00pm
Wednesday, 8/6
VBS 5:00pm
WHY SHOULD | CONSIDER WEARING MY NAME TAG? )

Because wearing your name tag helps —

¢ others to call you by name /&
you to be known by others w

encourage new members to wear their name tags > - é
those who have a hard time remembering names \
start conversations

everyone to get to know each other better

to identify those who are members and those who are visiting

those who think they know your name, but because you’re wearing your name tag, they can be sure of it
the new vicar to learn names and faces

* & & 6 O 6 0o o




STOCK THE PANTRY

Let's help The Vought family will be moving into the
Vicar Vought & family vicarage soon. Let’s give them a warm Our
with their Redeemer welcome with things for their
pantry.

Suggested items to donate include:
xnon-perishable food items

x*household goods

xpaper products

xcleaning supplies

xgift cards (grocery store, local restaurants
or area businesses)

The items collected will be presented to
them upon their arrival. We will continue to collect them through his installation on August 3. Please
place your donations of goods in the box in the Narthex. However, please put your donations of gift
cards in the church office.

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church VBS

Sunday, August 3, 2025 to Thursday, August 7, 2025
5:00 PM—8:15 PM

A UnforgeHtable Journey vig) j ) 2301 East Court Street
. lowa City, IA

Sign up today for Epic Australian Adventure VBS this summer! Through-
out this program, we will go on an epic adventure through Australia and along the way be guided by
our Savior, Jesus who is the way, the truth, and the life! Let's go on an unforgettable journey!

NIGHTLY SCHEDULE STUDENT AGES:
5:00 pm meal 4 year old (who are potty trained)
5:30-5:45 pm opening through 8th grade students (for 2025-26)

5:30-8:00 pm activities
8:00-8:15 pm closing

Sign up to attend or volunteer:
https://vbsmate.com/OurRedeemerVBS2025

DONATE:
Scholarship money to help defray costs (box on the welcome center) Amazon
Wishlist QR code for purchases needed for crafts and games on page 6 and on
Welcome Center—purchases will be sent directly to Our Redeemer. Also, VBS
Snack Food donation signup sheets are located on the Welcome Center.
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PRAYFULLY SEEKING
VOLUNTEERS TO HELP
WITH THE FUN FAITH FEST
ON AUG. 10TH!

The Outreach Committee is excited to announce that we will host our Fun Faith Fest again this year on
Sunday, August 10th from 12 p.m.- 2 p.m., after the second Sunday service and a hot dog lunch in the
Fellowship Hall. This event is large and in order to get the event set up and make it successful, we are in
need of a LOT of volunteers! There will be games, prizes, popcorn, cotton candy, a bouncy house and a dunk
tank! PLEASE use the link below to sign up online, or you can sign up in person on the weekends at church.
The link is :FFF Sign up

WE are also in need of CANOPY TENTS to provide sun protection for the games and registration and prize
tables. If you have a canopy tent you would be willing to loan to us for that day, please contact Melody
Strom at 319-330-3326 or via email at: jmstrom@southslope.net. Thank you! Looking forward to working
with you at this fun outreach event!

ALL Ladies....have we got a fun outing for you to join us on Saturday, August
16. We are going to Barn Yard Putt Putt. It is an 18 hole mini golf court a short
drive outside of lowa City. It is owned by a Mennonite woman who designed the
course and with her kids constructed the course. There is no charge to play but
she does have a collection box and all monies go to missions. We will meet at
church at 9:15 for car pooling and leave church at 9:30 am. Bring a lawn chair
(for when you are not golfing) and a sandwich for lunch. We will provide drinks,
chips and a cookie to go with your sandwich. Also bring money for golf and
missions. There is a signup sheet in the Narthex so we will know how many to
plan for and how many drivers we will need. This will be a fun day. Don’t miss
out. We plan to leave Barn Yard Putt Putt at 2:00 pm. Contact Cynthia Fruendt
with questions, 319-855-8891.

LLL Steak Fry
August 26 at 6:00pm
Fellowship Hall

Men of the congregation are invited to bring their
own meat to grill along with a side dish.



https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F4DACAD2FABF5CF8-57473482-funfaith
mailto:jmstrom@southslope.net

Lutheran World Relief Kits Lutheran
World
Relief

We will be packing and sending the School Kits, Baby Kits and Personal Care Kits in October.
While you are out shopping for Back to School items, please buy a few extra to donate to
Lutheran World Relief.

School Kits:
Notebooks—70 sheet wide or college-ruled spiral notebooks approximately 8”x10-1/2".
Rulers—30cm with centimeters on one side and inches on the other side.

Pencil Sharpeners

BLUNT —tipped Children’s Scissors
Box of 16 or 24 Crayons

Black or Blue Ballpoint Pens
2-1/2” Erasures

Personal Care Kits:
Soap—any kind of bar soap—8-90z.
Metal Nail Clippers
Bath Towels—lightweight, dark colored bath-size towels—NEW bath towels only.

Baby Kits:
Receiving Blankets—made from cotton, flannel or lightweight yarn.

Hand Towels—dark-colored, NEW hand towels only.

Soap—gentle bar soap—8-9 oz.

Jackets—jacket, sweater or hooded sweatshirt for boys and girls.
T-shirts—lightweight cotton t-shirts.

Sleepers or Gowns—long or short sleeved and sleepers without feet.

Socks
Diaper Pins %

Thank you for all of your contributions—we really appreciate your generosity!

Sandy Wagner
Lynne Westphal



Our Redeemerouth 28 Annual Colorado Peach Fundraiser

9-11 pounds per flat
15-20 peaches per flat
$25.00 a flat

We’re so excited to host our Peach Sale this year! We continue to pray for a good harvest as we look
forward to the arrival of fresh, handpicked, juicy Colorado peaches. As always, orders will be filled on a
first come first serve basis — as quantities allow. Please get your order form in early.

1. Your cleared check is your confirmation receipt.

2. You will be officially notified by postcard of the exact pick-up date and time once we get word
that our peaches are ready. Pick up will be at Our Redeemer Lutheran Church, possibly in
August or September (depending on ripening of fruit).

3. On pick up day, you must have your reminder postcard in hand. If you are having
someone else pick up your peaches, please give them your postcard.

4. Complete form, cut along dotted line and keep top portion for your records. Return bottom
portion with cash or a check payable to “LYF”. Orders must be prepaid. Orders should be
dropped off at or mailed to:

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church
Attn: Peaches
2301 East Court Street
Iowa City, IA 52245
5. Questions or comments: Phone #319-338-5626 OR email: peaches@ourredeemer.org

Cut on dottedll'ne ........................................................................................... Cut on dottedll'ne
2025 Order Form FOR OFFICE USE ONLY
. Date
Return with payment to Church — No phone orders accepted
Check #/Cash
Our Redeemer Lutheran Church A ts
Attn: Peaches moun
2301 East Court Street Deposit #
Iowa City, IA 52245
Name:
Address:
City/State/Zip:
Phone Number:
Email:
Number of Flats: @ $25.00/Flat=$ (2 flats = 1 box)

IF APPLICABLE, name of youth who told you about peaches:
We greatly appreciate your support of youth ministry programs at Our Redeemer!
All proceeds will go to the youth and their mission projects.

THANK YOU FOR ORDERING!


mailto:peaches@ourredeemer.org

OUR REDEEMER YOUTH
28TH ANNUAL
PEACH FUNDRAISER

Pickup date is determined when peaches are
ready to harvest, usually in August or
September. You will be notified by email and a
postcard of the exact pickup date & time.

ORDER & PREPAY NOW
PICK UP DELICIOUS PEACHES LATER

$25 PER FLAT
9-11 pounds per flat

15-20 peaches per flat

0000
Our Redeemer Lutheran Church & Preschool
2301 E Court Street
lowa City, lowa 52245
(319) 338-5626
peaches@ourredeemer.org




& @
Director/Teacher: Kaja Mueller M-F

K Preschool Phone: 319-338-3949 Fax: 319-338--9171

Our Redeemer Preschool where children play, learn, and grow in Jesus!

July 28—August 1, 2025

Assistants: Christie Cherian M/W/F, Sara Cross T/TH
www.ourredeemerpreschoolic.org

-
Summer Preschool Newsletter, =«

"03a38?

43 YEARS
preschool@ourredeemer.org j

KI‘ hings Not To Worry Aboum

When Your Child Starts School

Starts acting wild and racing around the
room the minute you come in to pick
her up.

Some kids wonder exactly who is in
charge when both parent and teacher
are present. Acting up is one way to
find out. Confer with the teachers to
work out who's going to call the shofs.

Says she isn’t going back to school
tomorrow or ever.

Around the second month of schooal,
reality setfs in. It dawns on your child
that you actually expect her to go to
school each and every week. Even kids
who love school sometimes raise
objections aft this fime of year. Remain
matter-of-fact and confident as you
send her off. It may help to remind
yourself that you aren’t the only parent
whose child has come down with the
please-let-me-stay-home-today blues.

A QUESTION TO ASK YOUR KIDS!

If you could be invisible for a day,
what would you do?

Preschool 'Pla‘yground Clean-up

You are invited to come on Sunday, August 24,
2025 at 11:45 am to help clean up the
preschool playground and help it be ready for
school to start in September! All ages are
welcome to help. The playground needs weeds
taken out, sand relocated, and toys washed.
Wear outdoor work clothes, bring work gloves,
and be ready to help. Kids are welcomed to
play on the playground if their clean up skills
have worn out. Please email

preschool@ourredeemer.org if you can hey

Parents Save The
Dates

Preschool Orientation
Wednesday, August 26
6:00pm to 7:00pm

Preschool Begins




Children’s Ministry

Birth—5" Grade

Sunday School

Sunday, August 3"
9:20 am —10:05 am

Lesson: Betrayed and Arrested—
Jesus in Gethsemane
Matthew 26:36-56

Sunday School

Sunday, August 10"

o

FUNF it %

Fest °°

No Classes—Fun Faith Fest Setup
for indoor worship, church picnic,
and fun.

Our Redeemer Lutheran
Church VBS
Sunday, August 3, 2025 to
Thursday, August 7, 2025
5:00 PM—8:15 PM

2301 East Court Street, lowa City, IA

Sign up today for Epic Australian Adventure VBS
this summer! Throughout this program, we will go
on an epic adventure through Australia and along
the way be guided by our Savior, Jesus who is the
way, the truth, and the life! Let's go on an
unforgettable journey!

NIGHTLY SCHEDULE
5:00 pm meal
5:30-5:45 pm opening
5:30-8:00 pm activities
8:00-8:15 pm closing

STUDENT AGES:

4 years old (who are
potty-trained)
through 8th grade
students (for 2025-26)

Sign up to attend or volunteer:
https://vbsmate.com/OurRedeemerVBS2025
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Yeouth

6" —12" Grade
Youth Coordinator Kara Hartwig youthcoordinator@ourredeemer.org (319) 855-2728

Sunday School

Sunday, August 3™
9:20 am —10:05 am

Lesson: Betrayed and Arrested—
Jesus in Gethsemane
Matthew 26:36-56

Sunday School

Sunday, August 10"

No Classes—Fun Faith Fest Setup
for indoor worship, church picnic,
and fun.

£ FUN F it 7%

Upcoming Events

August 3to 7%
Vacation Bible School
5:00 pm—~8:15pm

% v Sunday, August 10"
- g Fun Faith Fest, Indoor Service,
Picnic Lunch in Fellowship
Hall, fun time outside

ENS
ENDURgu

JULY 19-23, 2025; NEW ORLEANS

An Unforgettable Journey

:&v) Fes-t ) ol

Saturday, August 16™
NYG Presentation Planning 6:30pm

Sunday, August 17%
NYG Presentation
9:20 am during regular Sunday School time.
All ages meet in Fellowship Hall

PEACH UPDATE

The 2025 Peach forms were mailed out. If you
have not received one there are some available
in the office. We are still taking orders.
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Office: 338-5626

Prayer Chain: 351-5297 or prayerchain@ourredeemer.org

Fax: 338-9171

OUR REDEEMER OFFICE DIRECTORY

Website: http://www.ourredeemer.org

Preschool: 338-3949
Special Announcements Line: 338-3505

STAFF & EMAIL

bhartwig@ourredeemer.org

Tyler Simmons, Vicar
vicar@ourredeemer.org

Rev. Dr. Brent Hartwig, Senior Pastor

Christie Cherian, Preschool Assistant
preschoolassistant@ourredeemer.org

PHONE NO.

338-5626 (church)
337-2403 (home)

338-5626 (church)

Sarah Ghabel, Bookkeeper
bookkeeper@ourredeemer.org

smallgroups@ourredeemer.org

Marilyn Paetz, Organist

Laurel Sellers, Consultant
consultant@ourredeemer.org

Denise Holida, Adult Coordinator

338-5626 (church)

351-4262 (home)

319-331-3242 (cell)
338-5626 ext. 21

338-3949 (preschool)

338-5626 (church)
930-0165 (cell)

STAFF & EMAIL

Kaja Mueller, Preschool Director
preschool@ourredeemer.org

Lorrie Bailey, Office Coordinator
redeemer@ourredeemer.org

Sara Cross, Preschool Assistant
preschoolassistant@ourredeemer.org

Kara Hartwig, Youth Coordinator
youthcoordinator@ourredeemer.org

Louise Klopp, Director Choirs/
Properties
choirdirector@ourredeemer.org

Kevin Sellers
Director of Technology
technology@ourredeemer.org

PHONE NO.
338-3949 (preschool)

338-5626 (church)

338-5626 (church)

338-3949 (preschool)

338-5626 (church)

338-5626 (church)

338-5626 ext. 18
631-8924 (cell)

2025 Board of Elders
Bill Benson (chair) 517-881-9848
Kevin Roiseland 319-230-5247
Tim Eick 248-514-2881
Rick Gienapp 319-331-7425
Chad Waring 319-331-8303
Skip Kempnich 319-331-5369
Brad Mullane 319-936-5826
Chad Pence 319-321-5686

Art Schwarting

319-325-6152

2025 Board of Directors

President Ben Weis 319-936-6850
Vice President  Jeff Kucera 563-316-1088
Secretary Barb Pronk 641-425-4880
Treasurer Kennedy Donovan 515-230-2057
Board of Elders Chad Pence 319-321-5686
Properties Dave Yansky 319-621-7694
At Large Mary Robinson 319-400-5572

Marilyn Albright 319-430-8129

Steve Scott 563-889-0990

[DEADLINES

Reflections (printed weekly): Information must be submitted (written, typed, emailed or faxed) each Wednesday by 5:00 pm

Beacon Newsletter & Church Activities Calendar (printed monthly): Information must be submitted (written, typed, emailed or
faxed) by noon on the 20™ of each month.

RADIO

Lutheran Hour Ministries on Radio—WMT 600 AM Radio on Sunday mornings at 6:30 am, and KXEL 1540 AM Radio on
Sunday mornings at 9:30 am. For more information on Lutheran Hour Ministries go to www.LHM.org.

[VOLUNTEERBACKGROUNDSCREENH«}

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church has a strong, caring ministry with children and youth. To promote the safest and most secure
environment possible all employees and volunteers, both new and existing, undergo a background screening before working with
younger members. Performing background checks provides safeguards and peace of mind to our staff, volunteers, parents, youth,

and children.
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