
  

  

 

Weekly Newsletter - September 16/17, 2023 

~Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost~ 

First Avenue and Court Street 
Iowa City, IA  52245 
Phone: 319-338-5626 

Email:  redeemer@ourredeemer.org 
www.ourredeemer.org 

Sunday Coffee & Treats 

This Sunday’s coffee and treats are 
being provided by the LWML. Come 
join us for a little refreshment and 
fellowship before Sunday School and 
Adult Bible Class. Free will offering 
goes towards continued missions. 

Sunday School Lessons 
Date Scripture Bible Lesson 

September 17 Rally Day—1st Day of regular school year Sunday School 
Teacher Orientation during Sunday School 

  9:20am—Opening in Sanctuary 
  9:30am—Adult Bible Study with Vicar in Sanctuary until 10:15am  

              Sunday School Teacher training with Pastor in Room 208  
              1st Graders and parents in Room 119  
              Preschool - 5th Grade (except 1st graders) in the Fellowship Hall  
              6th - 12th Grade in the Youth Room  

10:10am—Closing/Teachers get their students from Fellowship Hall  
and take to classrooms for parent pickup 

Bring your coffee and come join us for Adult Bible Class in the 
Fellowship Hall at 9:20am. 

VOTERS’ MEETING, SEPTEMBER 17 

Down in the Fellowship Hall immediately following late service 

This is your opportunity to be part of the voting body of Our Redeemer. Any communicant 
member who has reached the age of 18 years and has signed the voters’ register at a 
regular or special meeting of members shall be a voting member and shall be entitled to a 

vote at any meeting of the members. 
 

The purpose of the September meeting shall be election of members of boards and committees for the 
following calendar year, progress reports by the boards and committees, and transaction of such other 
business as may come before the meeting.   

ALTAR FLOWERS 

Flowers for the altar this weekend are 
from Eric & Jennifer Kooker  in  
celebration of them being blessed with  
34 years of marriage and for Bill &  
Donna Saehler for being blessed with  
39 years of marriage. 

mailto:redeemer@ourredeemer.org
http://www.ourredeemer.org/
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Prayer of the Church /Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost/September 17, 2023 

Calling All New Members – Save the Date 
Who:     New Members 
What:    Brunch and Fellowship Time 
When:   Sunday, October 15, following the 10:30 worship service 
Where:  Church Fellowship Hall (lower level by the kitchen) 
Why:     To meet new friends, enjoy a delicious meal, and learn about Our Redeemer’s ministry opportunities. 
Host:     Assimilation Committee 

Who is a new member?  If you have joined Our Redeemer in the last year and have not yet been able to 
attend a new member brunch, you’re invited. Watch for an invitation in the mail and RSVP as soon as  
possible. We’re looking forward to getting to know you. 

Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs. 
 

Heavenly Father, in Your mercy You have forgiven our insurmountable debt of sin, ransoming us with the 
death of Your Son. Free us from our grudges and unforgiving nature, lest through our lack of mercy we  
exclude ourselves from Your forgiveness. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Heavenly Father, visit the homes of Your people. Keep them from all harm and danger, and grant that we 
would dwell together in peace under the protection of Your holy angels. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 
 

Heavenly Father, according to Your will grant healing to the sick and infirm [especially Connie Bailey 
(Lorrie Bailey’s aunt), Dorothy Blume (Carol Schuldt’s sister), David Caplin (Lillian Moyer’s son-in-law), 
Michelle Taylor-Copeland (friend of Kristina Duncan), Clint Fult (nephew of Robert Siems), Titus  
Hanneman (nephew of Kate Ramsey), Emma Haugen (Friend of Gwen Enokian), Patsy Heinitz, Gabe 
Hundley (grandson of Karen Abernathy), Dora Jacobson (granddaughter of George and Carol Schuldt), 
Hazel Jones (Granddaughter of Danny Fuhrmeister), Todd Jones (Barb & Ron Jones’ son), Shirley Losby, 
Norma Miller (Twyla Freeman’s aunt), Julie Pratt-Mullenkamp (Cousin of Ruth Varney), Aaron Raschke 
(brother of Ruth Varney), John Robinson, Carol Simpson (Kara Hartwig’s mother), Reece Ullerich, Andy 
Ungermann, Karen Warner, Brian Westphal, Lynne Westphal, Mark Wilson, and Beth Wu (Schuldt’s  
relative)]. Grant them patience to endure their time of suffering, and crown their days with Your mercy. 
Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Heavenly Father, we pray for the family and friends of Gary Anderson, (friend of Arlan & Marlene  
Thompson), as they mourn his death. Help us we pray in the midst of things we cannot understand to believe 
and find comfort in the communion of saints, the forgiveness of all sins, and the resurrection of the body, and 
the life everlasting. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Heavenly Father, You instituted marriage between one man and one woman.  We give you thanks for the 39 
years of marriage you have granted Donna and Bill Saehler and for 34 years of marriage you have granted 
Eric and Jennifer Kooker.  Bless them and all husbands and wives as you strengthen the love between them 
and their love for you. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Heavenly Father, though we come to Your table as servants who owe a debt we cannot pay, Your Son has 
forgiven it in its entirety. As we receive His very body and blood for our forgiveness, let us be grateful and 
go out to serve others with the same spirit of forgiveness. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Heavenly Father, You have promised to hear us, so we come to You with our silent prayers… 

[We pause for a moment of silent prayer.] 
 

All these things and whatever else You know that we need, grant us, Father, for You have written THE  
STORY OF EVERYTHING – from Genesis to the Last Day that we may know Your Son, who died and rose 
again and now lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God now and forever. Amen. 
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Sunday, 9/17—RALLY DAY  Wednesday continued...  

Worship-In Person/Live Stream 8:00am Lunch Bunch 12:00pm 

Sunday School/Adult Bible Class 9:20am Windmill Manor 2:00pm 

Worship-In Person/Live Stream 10:30am Hot Dog Parade Party 5:30pm 

Potluck/Voters Meeting 12:00pm Choir Rehearsal 6:45pm 

    

Monday, 9/18  Thursday, 9/21  

Staff Meeting 1:00pm Comfort Tiers 9:00am 

Chamber Singers 6:00pm Cross and Entrance Committee 6:00pm 

LWML Salad Supper 6:00pm Al-Anon 7:30pm 

Sunlight AA Group 6:00pm   

Children’s Committee 6:00pm Friday, 9/22  

  ***  

Tuesday, 9/19    

Solon Nursing Home 9:30am Saturday, 9/23  

Women’s Bible Study 10:00am Men’s Bible Study 8:00am 

SM-Small Group/Marcia 6:30pm Worship-In Person/Live Stream 5:30pm 

Al-Anon 7:00pm   

  Sunday, 9/24  

Wednesday, 9/20  Worship-In Person/Live Stream 8:00am 

TOPS 8:00am Sunday School/Adult Bible Class 9:20am 

Bible Study 11:00am Worship-In Person/Live Stream 10:30am 

  Confirmation Orientation 11:45am 

This Week at Our Redeemer Lutheran Church, September 17—24, 2023 

BIRTHDAYS 

Sun. 9/17 Lillian Miskle, Julie Nieland, Jeremiah Robe, Caroline Will 
Mon. 9/18 Joshua Cornwell 
Tues. 9/19 Jimmer James, Frances Long 
Wed. 9/20 *** 
Thurs. 9/21 Darren Hein, Theodore Kubit, Ainsley Recker 
Fri. 9/22 Chuck Enokian, Angela Larimar, Linda Washburn 
Sat. 9/23 Brenda Werner 

TIME                                                                                                         TREASURES 

Worship-In Person/Live Stream 9/9—5:30pm 42 Contributions $42,885.16 

Worship-In Person/Live Stream 9/10—8:00am 107 Monthly needs for budget $67,240.58 

Worship-In Person/Live Stream 9/10—10:30am 137   

Recorded Services 9/9 18   

Total Saturday/Sunday Worship 304 Adult Bible Class/Sunday School (No zoom) 39/11 

STEWARDSHIP September 9/10 2023 

Bible Study For Women 
THE ARMOR OF GOD 

By Priscilla Shirer 

Tuesday mornings 
10:00 am – 12:00 pm 

September 19; October 3, 17, 31;  
November 28, December 5 

NOISY OFFERING!! 

September 16/17 

ALL SERVICES 

BIG & SMALL KIDS 

BRING YOUR COINS!! 
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CEDAR RAPIDS ZONE FALL EVENT 

 

We have so much to be thankful for! St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Marion, will host this LWML event with 
registration beginning at 8:30am and brunch at (;00am. Anna Noble, our guest speaker, is excited to share 
about her mission work with Groundwork Guatemala, and the many ways God is at work there! Gifts from 
the heart will be household goods for Central Furniture Rescue; however, No furniture will accepted. Some 
examples include: bake ware and cookie sheets, silverware, kitchen towels and pot holders, measuring cups 
and spoons, missing bowls, storage containers, bedding, bath towels, and rugs. Please RSVP to your  
president if you plan to attend. 

POTLUCK SALAD SUPPER 
September 18, 2023, 6:00 pm 

Fellowship Hall 

All women are invited to kick off the new LWML year by bringing a favorite salad 
to our potluck salad supper. Everything else will be provided by our hostesses 
Marlyce Hollis and Kathy Folkmann. Vicar Boester joins us to tell about his journey 
to the ministry and lead a short Bible Study. KathySchweer will have the opening 
devotion. Hope to see everyone there! 

20/30 SMALL GROUP 

If you are twenty something to thirty something, single or not, you are invited to join  
Ben and Kristin Weis on the second and fourth Sundays of each month at 5:00pm.   
The next gathering will be on September 24. 
 

For more information you can call: 
Ben at 319-936-6850 or Kristin at 319-325-7844 

IT’S TIME!!! 
 
To invite co-workers, neighbors, friends, 
family, to join your team October 8th for 
Trivia Challenge. Team signup is located  
on the Welcome Counter. 
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Building Healthy Families: In addition to pervasive sadness, feeling hopeless and  
disconnected from others, another sign of depression is distorted thinking. Examples  
include overgeneralizing – after one thing goes wrong, saying, “Things never go right  
for me;” exaggerated responsibility for others - “Why aren’t you happy? It must be  
because of something I did or didn’t do;” and negative labeling – “I didn’t get up in  
time to exercise today – I’m lazy and a failure.” Left unchallenged, these false  
negative messages to self only deepen the despair. Depression is not a lack of faith  
or a character flaw, but a serious illness which when left untreated can destroy a life,  
a marriage and a family. It is treatable and you can feel better. See your medical doctor 
first and remember that your pastor and Christian counselors like those at Lutheran  
Family Service who also share your faith can help. Lutheran Family Service 
www.LutheranFamilyService.org 

Basics of the Faith 
Friday, October 27 at 7:00pm &  
Saturday, October 28, 9:30am 

Basics of the Faith will be happening October 27 and 28. It’s a great way 
to refresh one’s knowledge.  For new members or those who want to be-
come a member it is an excellent way to receive instruction. Signup sheet 
is on the counter. 

Rev. Joel P. Fritsche serves as director of Vicarage and Deaconess Internships and assistant professor  
of Exegetical Theology at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis. Since 2014, Fritsche has served as a missionary 
pastor and church planter in the Dominican Republic. Since 2017, he also has been serving as the director 
and professor of biblical languages at Concordia Seminary the Reformer, where he helps form Lutheran 
pastors and deaconesses for partner churches and mission fields throughout Latin America. 
 
Our guest preacher will also speak at a noon lunch where meat and drinks will be supplied, with the  
congregation bringing side dishes and desserts. 

MISSION SPEAKER 
Rev. Joel P. Fritche 

OCTOBER 22 
Sunday Morning 
9:20 – 10:05 am  

http://www.LutheranFamilyService.org
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FRUIT FOR PIES 

 

The Youth are requesting fruit donations for  
their annual Youth Pie Sale held in November.   

 
      
 If you have any extra fresh fruit, we are asking you to donate it to the youth to make their 
pies.  The types of fruit we are looking for are:   
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

When apples are ready later in the year, we would appreciate them also.    
 
Please wash the fruit, slice or chop as appropriate, and put the fruit in a LABELED gallon 
ziploc bag.  Please write "Youth Pies" on the bag and the type of fruit & approximate 
quantity.  Place the bag(s) in the church kitchen freezer.   
 
We appreciate keeping down the cost of making the pies.  With your help there will be 
some FABULOUS pies in November for you to buy.           
 

 If you have questions, contact Kara Hartwig. 

      CHERRIES                                           BLUEBERRIES                                                    PEACHES 
 
 
 
                        BLACKBERRIES                                                  STRAWBERRIES 
 

 

 

     RASPBERRIES                                      CURRANTS                                             RHUBARB 
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50% 
FULL 
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42 years 

Preschool Newsletter 
 

September 11—15, 2023 
Director/Teacher, Kaja Mueller  Assistants,  Christie Cherian M/W/F, Sara Cross T/TH 

#319-338-3949     www.ourredeemer.org     preschool@ourredeemer.org 

Our Redeemer Preschool where children play, learn, and grow in Jesus!  

Thanks for making picture day 
successful. Let me know if 
you did not get your child’s 
individual picture sent 
through Class Dojo.  

At Home Question  

How can you be a friend? (At  
home, at school, in the car, etc.) 

This Week 
CIRCLE TIME 
Name recognition / spelling their name 
Letter P song 
Classroom Rules—what we get to do 
God created me, I am special 
Problem solving cards 
Bean Bag Boogie song 
Line leader book choice 
 
READING CENTER 
Friendship  
All about me 
 
CRAFTS 
Apple coloring 
Write/trace their name 
Free style paint 
 
POPULAR CENTERS 
Cars / trains 
Puppets 
Carpet small manipulatives 
Little People 
Kitchen 
Castle 
Playdough 
Sensory Table 
 
TEACHER TIME 
Letter P 
Questions about themselves  
 

 
Please welcome Leif as a new student to 

our T/Th class. 

 
Remember to sign 

your child in and out 
everyday. Thank You. 

 

Next Week Snack 
You get to bring snacks and be our line lead-
er. M/W/F = 16 students; T/TH = 12  
students 
 Monday: Lexi 
 Tuesday: Bishop 
 Wednesday: Moses 
 Thursday: Bennett 
 Friday: Ellie 
 
You only need to bring 2 healthy food groups 
for snack of the 5 presented in our Credible 
Food List packet. Half a gallon of a drink is all 
we really use in class. Thanks for the snacks. 
All those staying for lunch remember the 5 
food groups. 

Pp (To Do You Know the Muffin Man?) 

 
P is for Penelope, Penelope, Penelope,  
P is for Penelope, a proud and pretty pig. 
Penelope is pink and plump, pink and plump, 
pink and plump. Penelope is pink and plump a 
truly perfect pig.  

Classroom Rules 
• We sit crisscross apple sauce. 

• We raise our hands to say something. 

• We walk.  

• We take turns and share. 

• We help clean up.  

In order to have a good day at preschool, we fol-

low these simple rules and remember everyone is 

special to God so they are special to us. We get to 

treat everyone nicely and have patience.  
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Children’s Ministry  
Birth—5th Grade 

KIDS CLUB 
 

4 year olds — 5th grade 
 

Kids Club meets 

Wednesday nights 

from 6:45 pm—8:00 pm 

 
First night of Kids Club is Wednesday, September 27th. 

 
Special events also happen throughout the year, such as service projects, visit 

to a local nursing home, and Jesus’ Birthday party. 
 

Sign up online at: 

https://forms.gle/yniupevrMgKWKn3D7 
 

 
Questions? Contact Kara at 

youthcoordinator@ourredeemer.org 

 
 
 

 

RALLY DAY 
Sunday  

September 17 

Rally Day will be September 17 with a 
potluck at noon.  All Sunday School 
classes, this includes the adult class,  
will meet in the sanctuary at 9:20am. 
 
Presentations for 3 year olds, first 
graders, third graders, sixth graders,  
and juniors will take place during late 
service. 

 9:20am—Opening in Sanctuary    
  9:30am—Adult Bible Study with Vicar in  

Sanctuary until 10:15am—Sunday               
School Teacher training with Pastor in 
Room 208. 1st Graders and parents in 
Room 119  
Preschool - 5th Grade (except 
1st graders) in the Fellowship Hall  

                    6th - 12th Grade in the Youth Room  
10:10am—Closing/Teachers get their students        

from Fellowship Hall and take to class-
rooms for parent pickup 

https://forms.gle/yniupevrMgKWKn3D7
mailto:youthcoordinator@ourrdeemer.org?subject=Kids%20Club
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6

th
 —12

th
 Grade 

Youth Coordinator Kara Hartwig youthcoordinator@ourredeemer.org (319) 855-2728 

NOISY  

OFFERING!! 

FALL SCHEDULE BEGINS SOON 

Sunday, September 17th             Rally Day—start of Fall Sunday School,  
                                                        Milestone Gifts & Potluck Lunch 
 
 

Wednesday, September 20th   Hot Dog Parade Party 5:30pm 
 
 
Sunday, September 24th       Confirmation Orientation 11:45am 
   6th, 7th, and 8th Grade Students & Parents 
 
Wednesday, September 27th      Confirmation and High School  
                                                        Midweek Begins 6:45pm 
 
Friday, September 29th               6th Grade Retreat 6:00pm 

CONFIRMATION & 
MIDWEEK 

REGISTRATION 
6th—12th Grade Youth 

 
Sign up now for Confirmation & 

High School Midweek! 

We’re excited to resume Confirmation classes and  

High School Midweek on Wednesday nights  

from 6:45pm—8pm during the school year. 

Register using this link: 

 https://forms.gle/yniupevrMgKWKn3D7  
 

Confirmation Classes & High School Midweek 
start Wednesday, September 27th 

 

Questions? Contact Kara at 
youthcoordinator@ourredeemer.org 

Rally Day Sunday 
September 17th 

9:20 am   Special Opening in the Sanctuary 
 

10:30 am Milestone Gifts presented during Worship 
 

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church’s Children’s and 
Youth Ministries are pleased to gift our students 
with books to nurture their spiritual growth. 

3 year olds— My First Bible Story Book 
1st Graders— ESV Children's Bible 
3rd Graders— Timeless Bible Truths 
6th Graders— ESV Lutheran Study Bible, 

Luther’s Small Catechism, and a 
Confirmation carrying bag 

11th Graders— Concordia’s Complete Bible 
Handbook 

 

12:00 pm Rally Day Lunch (bring a dish to share, 
church will provide drinks and tableware) 

https://forms.gle/yniupevrMgKWKn3D7
mailto:youthcoordinator@ourrdeemer.org?subject=Confirmation/High%20School%20Midweek
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OUR REDEEMER OFFICE DIRECTORY 
 

Office: 338-5626       Fax:  338-9171 Website:  http://www.ourredeemer.org            Preschool:  338-3949 
Prayer Chain:  351-5297 or prayerchain@ourredeemer.org            Special Announcements Line:  338-3505 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
     
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

                

                        
                            2023 Board of Elders  

Bill Benson    517-881-9848 
Dave Bohnsack                  319-430-2054 
Tim Eick   248-514-2881 
Rick Gienapp   319-331-7425 
Ryan Haack   319-325-7915 
Skip Kempnich   319-351-5297 
Eric Kooker   319-339-0175 
Chad Pence (Chair)  319-321-5686 
Art Schwarting   319-325-6152 

 
 

DEADLINES 
 

Reflections (printed weekly):  Information must be submitted (written, typed, emailed or faxed) each Wednesday by 5:00 pm 
 
Beacon Newsletter & Church Activities Calendar (printed monthly):  Information must be submitted (written, typed, emailed or 
faxed) by noon on the 20th of each month. 

 
RADIO 

 

Lutheran Hour Ministries on Radio—WMT 600 AM Radio on Sunday mornings at 6:30 am, and KXEL 1540 AM Radio on 
Sunday mornings at 9:30 am.  For more information on Lutheran Hour Ministries go to www.LHM.org.  

 
VOLUNTEER BACKGROUND SCREENING 

 
 

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church has a strong, caring ministry with children and youth. To promote the safest and most secure  
environment possible all employees and volunteers, both new and existing, undergo a background screening before working with 
younger members. Performing background checks provides safeguards and peace of mind to our staff, volunteers, parents, youth, 
and children. 

STAFF & EMAIL PHONE NO.          STAFF & EMAIL PHONE NO.          

Rev. Dr. Brent Hartwig, Senior Pastor 
bhartwig@ourredeemer.org 

338-5626 (church) 
337-2403 (home)  

Kaja Mueller, Preschool Director 
preschool@ourredeemer.org  

338-3949 (preschool) 
338-5626 (church) 

    

Ethan Boester, Vicar 
vicar@ourredeemer.org 

338-5626 (church) Lorrie Bailey, Office Coordinator 
redeemer@ourredeemer.org 

338-5626 (church) 

    

Christie Cherian, Preschool Assistant 
preschoolassistant@ourredeemer.org 

338-3949 (preschool) Sara Cross, Preschool Assistant 
preschoolassistant@ourredeemer.org 

338-3949 (preschool) 

    

Sarah Ghabel, Bookkeeper 
bookkeeper@ourredeemer.org 

338-5626 (church) Kara Hartwig, Youth Coordinator 
youthcoordinator@ourredeemer.org 

338-5626 (church) 

    

Denise Holida, Adult Coordinator  
smallgroups@ourredeemer.org 

338-5626 (church) 
930-0165 (cell) 

Louise Klopp, Director Choirs/
Properties 
choirdirector@ourredeemer.org 

338-5626 (church) 

    

Marilyn Paetz, Organist  
organist@ourredeemer.org 

351-4262 (home) Kevin Sellers 
Director of Technology 
technology@ourredeemer.org 

338-5626 ext. 18 
631-8924 (cell) 

Laurel Sellers, Consultant 
consultant@ourredeemer.org 

319-331-3242 (cell) 
338-5626 ext. 21 

  

2023 Board of Directors 

President Arlan Thompson  319-338-2938 
Vice President Ben Weis  319-936-6850 
Secretary Barb Schanbacher 319-351-3998 
Treasurer Kari Kibby  319-573-4127 
Board of Elders Chad Pence  319-321-5686 
Properties Dave Yansky  319-621-7694 
At Large  Jeff Kucera  563-316-1088 
  Marilyn Albright  319-430-8129 
  Steve Scott  563-889-0990 

http://www.ourredeemer.org/
mailto:prayerchain@ourredeemer.org
mailto:bhartwig@ourredeemer.org
mailto:preschoolassistant@ourredeemer.org
mailto:preschoolassistant@ourredeemer.org
mailto:bookkeep@ourredeemer.org
mailto:smallgroups@ourredeemer.org
mailto:choirdirector@ourredeemer.org
mailto:organist@ourredeemer.org
mailto:technology@ourredeemer.org

