
  

  

 

Weekly Newsletter - August 12/13, 2023 

~Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost~ 

First Avenue and Court Street 
Iowa City, IA  52245 
Phone: 319-338-5626 

Email:  redeemer@ourredeemer.org 
www.ourredeemer.org 

Date Scripture Bible Lesson 

August 13 No Class—Setup for Indoor Worship, Hot Dog Lunch (Fellowship Hall),  
Fun Faith Fest, and Semisaurus 

August 20 Mark 5:21-24, 35-43 A Life Restored—Jairus’s Daughter 

August 27 John 6:1-15 The Fish and Bread Sign—Jesus Feeds Five Thousand 

Summer Sunday School Lessons 

Join us for Sunday morning Adult Bible Class starting at 9:20am in the  
Fellowship Hall. 

INFORMATION NOW AVAILABLE! 
 

Pastor has provided us with a brochure for the Israel 
trip. It is located on the Welcome Counter.  Also, a 
copy of the brochure can be found on pages 7 & 8 
here in Reflections. 

50% 
FULL 

Thank you for all of the fabric 
donations.  Lillian Moyer is  
requesting that people hold off 
donating fabric until next 
month. The quilters, at this 
time, are trying to catch up. 
They are also in need of pairs of 

hands to help tie quilts. The Comfort Tiers meet 
on Thursdays at 9:00am in the Fellowship Hall.  
Even the men are invited to help tie. 

A Special Thank You!! 
 
A special thank you to the workers who loaded 
and unloaded moving truck for the previous vicar 
and the new vicar. Thanks also, to the workers 
who cleaned and made repairs to the Vicarage in  
between vicars. 

mailto:redeemer@ourredeemer.org
http://www.ourredeemer.org/


2 

Prayer of the Church /Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost/August 13 2023 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 
 
For trust in the Lord, that we may have confidence in all He has promised to bestow on us each day, let us 
pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the people of God, in whose hearts His Word dwells, that they may have courage to confess Christ  
before the world, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 
 
For all pastors, church planters and congregations, that they might receive hope, renewal and endurance 
from God; and that fear would never keep us from the Word and Sacraments, let us pray to the Lord: 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For preservation from all doubt and fear, that like Peter, we might be kept in the grasp of God’s grace, let 
us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 
For those burdened by sickness and affliction,, [especially Connie Bailey (Lorrie Bailey’s aunt), Dorothy 
Blume (Carol Schuldt’s sister), David Caplin (Lillian Moyer’s son-in-law), Debra Fuhrmeister, Titus 
Hanneman (nephew of Kate Ramsey), Emma Haugen (Friend of Gwen Enokian), Patsy Heinitz, Gabe 
Hundley (grandson of Karen Abernathy), Dora Jacobson (granddaughter of George and Carol Schuldt), 
Hazel Jones (Granddaughter of Danny Fuhrmeister), Todd Jones (Barb & Ron Jones’ son), Shirley  
Losby, Norma Miller (Twyla Freeman’s aunt), Barb Nace (Doris Siemer’s niece), Bob Nace, Deloris 
Nace, Carson Pence, Julie Pratt-Mullenkamp (Cousin of Ruth Varney), John Robinson, Darran Sellers 
(brother of Kevin Sellers), Rozie Siems (Daughter of Mary Siems), Reece Ullerich, Andy Ungermann, 
Karen Warner, Lynne Westphal, Mark Wilson, Beth Wu (Schuldt’s relative), that they may await healing 
and deliverance in the firm conviction that nothing can separate them from the love of God in Christ Jesus, 
let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 
 
This week Ronna Sojka died. The funeral will be at Jones & Eden Funeral Home in Washington on  
Tuesday, August 15th at 10:30am. Interment will be at Riverside Public Cemetery, Riverside, Iowa. 
 
For the family and friends of Ronna Sojka as they mourn her death. Help us, we pray, in the midst of 
things we cannot understand, to believe and find comfort in the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 
 
For our VBS program “God’s Living Water”, we thank You, O Lord. We thank you for the volunteers 
who give of their their time, for the student who learned and created memories, and that Your Gospel was 
proclaimed among all people, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 
 
Lord as you have promised to hear us, we come to you with our silent prayers…  
 

[We pause for a moment of silent prayer.] 
 
Preserve us, O Lord, from all temptation and DOUBT. Grant us faith, that we may rest all our prayers and 
the desires of our hearts in Your merciful arms, for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
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Sunday, 8/13  Wednesday continued...  

Worship-In Person/Live Stream 8:00am Lunch Bunch 12:00pm 

Fun Faith Fest Set-up 9:20am Windmill Manor 2:00pm 

Worship-In Person/Live Stream—VBS Sings 10:30am Youth at Bohnsacks 6:00pm 

Hot Dog Lunch 11:30m   

Fun Faith Fest and Semisaurus 12:00pm Thursday, 8/17  

  Comfort Tiers 9:00am 

Monday, 8/14  Cross and Entrance Committee 6:00pm 

Staff Meeting 1:00pm Al-Anon 7:30pm 

Chamber Singers 6:00pm   

Sunlight AA Group 6:00pm Friday, 8/18  

Preschool Board 6:30pm ***  

Outreach Committee 6:30pm   

  Saturday, 8/19  

Tuesday, 8/15  LWML Road Trip  

Solon Nursing Home 5:00pm Worship-In Person/Live Stream 5:30pm 

SM-Small Group/Marcia 6:30pm   

Al-Anon 7:00pm Sunday, 8/20  

  Worship-In Person/Live Stream 8:00am 

Wednesday, 8/16  Summer Sunday School 9:20am 

TOPS 8:00am Worship-In Person/Live Stream (VBS Sings) 10:30am 

Bible Study 11:00am   

This Week at Our Redeemer Lutheran Church, August 13—20, 2023 

BIRTHDAYS 

Sun. 8/13 Matthew Gerard, Claire Gienapp, Nicholas Pumfrey, Jeff Saehler, Michalle Waring 
Mon. 8/14 Ali Carlson, Scott Redlin, Faith Reynolds, Abigail Saehler-Hall 
Tues. 8/15 Tammy Bower, Nathaniel Glandorf, Beatrice Guhl, Sharon Hintze 
Wed. 8/16 *** 
Thurs. 8/17 Jarrett Ellyson, Mitchell Price, Natalie Ramsey, Kendra Schwarting 
Fri. 8/18 Curtis Boysen, Camila Segar 
Sat. 8/19 Gregg Redlin, Cameron Sass, Hilary Wilson 

TIME                                                                                                         TREASURES 

Worship-In Person/Live Stream 8/5—5:30pm 68 Contributions $26,246.75                            

Worship-In Person/Live Stream 8/6—8:00am 97 Monthly needs for budget $67,240.58 

Worship-In Person/Live Stream 8/6—10:30am 190   

Recorded Services 8/5 2   

Total Saturday/Sunday Worship 357 Adult Bible Class/Sunday School 58/26 

STEWARDSHIP August 5/6 2023 

Building Healthy Families: Believe it or not, school will be starting soon! How can we make the 
most of the remaining days of summertime with our kids? Being intentional about spending 
time with them. Turn off the TV, put away the phone and gadgets and have conversations. Go 
out for ice cream, a walk to the park, or a game of basketball. Pray with them before they go to 
sleep. Creating memories doesn’t have to be complicated or expensive. Lutheran Family Service 
www.LutheranFamilyService.org  

http://www.LutheranFamilyService.org
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On the last evening of Vacation Bible school, the Semisaurus will be available for those attending Vacation 
Bible School from 5:30 to 8:30 pm. The Semisaurus is a 48-foot semi trailer converted into a state of the art       
museum that is packed with high-end displays, animatronic dinosaurs, and evidence-based information to 
teach the Truth about creation and evolution. The museum has four main display areas that provide       
historical context, fossils, artifacts and interactive cut-screen technologies.  With a self-guided audio tour, 
you will take a walk through history to find your origins and purpose on earth!  It will also be available to 
the public through Fun Faith Fest on Sunday, August 13. Make plans to visit! 
 
Free and open to the public: 

Friday, August 11, 2023    9:00 am—3:00 pm 
Saturday, August 12, 2023    9:00 am—3:00 pm 
Sunday, August 13, 2023    12:00—2:00 pm 

SEMISAURUS VISITS OUR REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH 

MEAL WITH 

BRIAN YOUNG 

Fellowship Hall 

Friday, August 11 at 6:00 pm 

 

Plan to join Brian Young  for his 
presentation at a pizza meal, talking 
about the Semisaurus and the Truth 
about creation and evolution. The 
meal will be free and open to the 
public. Please sign up in the narthex 
to help plan for food. 

PRAYERFULLY SEEKING VOLUNTEERS  
TO HELP WITH THIS YEAR’S  

FUN FAITH FEST: AUGUST 13 
 

The Outreach Committee is excited to announce that we will be have Fun Faith Fest again this year on  
Sunday, August 13th, from 12:00pm—2:00pm. We will need a lot of volunteers to make this a successful 
event! There will be games, prizes, popcorn, a bouncy house, the dunk tank, as well as the Semisaurus   
Mobile Museum. There will be a volunteer sign-up sheet on the Welcome Center counter as well as at this 
link: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F4DACAD2FABF5CF8-funfaith2   
 

We also are in need of 12—14 canopy tents for sun protection for the volunteers. If you have a canopy, 
would you be willing to loan it to us for that day? Please contact Donna Saehler at 319-321-3207, or via 
email at: dojosaehler9591@gmail.com  Thanks! 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F4DACAD2FABF5CF8-funfaith2
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CEDAR RAPIDS ZONE FALL EVENT 
 

“Thanks Be to God” is the theme of the LWML Fall Event to be held Saturday, September 30, 2023 at 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Marion, IA. Registration will begin at 8:30am with brunch at 9:00am. 
Speaker Anna Noble will share highlights of her mission work with Groundwork Guatemala. Gifts 
From the Heart will be household goods for Central Furniture Rescue; however, NO furniture will be 
accepted. Some examples you may bring include new or gently used bakeware and utensils, storage 
containers, towels, bath and bedding items. See poster for website for more ideas. RSVP your presi-
dent. Hope to see you there! 

The Lutheran Women in Mission of the Dubuque Zone 
invite you to join them for a Fall Retreat 

Where: Camp Io-Dis-E-Ca 
When: September 8 & 9 

 

Theme: “Christ Above All” 
Verse: Colossians 1:15-17 

Bible Studies led by Rev. Caleb Schewe, St. John’s,  
Monticello, Dubuque Zone Councelor 

 

Please bring: Bibles, snacks to share, flashlight, and essentials for Friday night 
as needed and your heart for mission work of all kinds. 
 

In Gathering (donation items for $$) for Camp 
 

Children are welcome 
 

For more information contact Laurel at 319-331-3242 or 
Email at: klksellers@gmail.com 

Lorrie also has the information and can be reached at the Church Office 
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The annual LWML Road Trip is 
set for Saturday, August 19. We 
are headed for Reiman Gardens 
in Ames, Iowa. The theme this 
year at Reiman Gardens is Light 
and Reflection. The art is glass 
composed of iridescent            
exoskeletons and translucent 
wings. The giant insects of Glass 

in Flight have been replicated in luminous steel and dalle de verre glass by 
artist Alex Heveri. These amazingly life-like sculptures showcase an array of 
beneficial insects and pollinators including beetles, bees,     dragonflies, and 
butterflies. The interaction of sunlight and the beautiful colored glass in 
these 20 pieces highlights the brilliant connectedness of light to plants, in-
sects, the environment, and even us humans. How is light connected to 
you? Come witness the way light reflects on the beauty of the gardens 
gleaming with glass.  This trip is open to anyone in the congregation (male 
or female) who is interested in going. We plan to meet at church at 7:30 
am for some rolls, coffee, juice and to get organized for loading up in cars 
and leave by 8 am. We will need  people willing to drive. Signup sheet for 
this trip is in the narthex on the counter. Signup will end Sunday, August 6. 
We plan to arrive at Reiman Gardens shortly after 10 am and view the gar-
den displays and exhibits till 2 pm. Price is $12, or $11 for those over 65. 
We will go to Hickory Park  Barbecue in Ames before heading home.   

LWML ROAD TRIP 

LLL Steak Fry 
August 22 at 6:00pm 

Fellowship Hall 
 

Men of the congregation are invited to bring their  
own meat to grill along with a side dish. 

WHY SHOULD I CONSIDER WEARING MY NAME TAG? 
Because wearing your name tag helps – 
 others to call you by name 
 you to be known by others 
 the Vicar & Krista Boester to match a name with a face 
 encourage new members to wear their name tags 
 those who have a hard time remembering names 
 start conversations 
 everyone to get to know each other better 
 to identify those who are members and those who are visiting 
 those who think they know your name, but because you’re wearing your name tag, they can be sure of it 
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50% 
FULL 
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Summer Preschool Newsletter 
 

August 14—18, 2023 
Director/Teacher, Kaja Mueller  Assistants,  Christie Cherian M/W/F, Sara Cross T/TH 

#319-338-3949     www.ourredeemer.org     preschool@ourredeemer.org 

Our Redeemer Preschool where children play, learn, and grow in Jesus!  

42 years 

Preschool Lawn Signs 
As you leave preschool, there will be lawn signs by  
the door for you to take home. Place it where others can 
see it on your lawn. We want to share Our Redeemer Pre-
school with everyone. We still have openings in our classes 
for next year, so spread the word!  

Home Question 

How can you help someone in your house? 

Is there anyone who needs help? 

Preschool Playground Clean-up 
Sunday, August 27th, 12:00pm 

Seeking volunteers to help with  
clean-up to get ready for the  

2023—24 school year. 

Orientation Night for parents and  

current students will be held on  

Wednesday, August 30, 2023 from 

6:00pm until 7:00pm in the church  

Fellowship Hall.  

Consign through the Stuff; this is a fundraiser for our preschool. You can 

donate items by dropping them off yourselves or placing them in a box 

outside the   preschool. Preschool will receive 50% of the profit from the 

donated items that are sold at Stuff. All items given to Stuff will be a  

donation if they cannot sell them.  Consigner Number : Iowa City #43522  

 
 

Says she isn’t going back to school  

tomorrow or ever.  Around the second 

month of school, reality sets in.  It dawns 

on your child that you actually expect 

her to go to school each and every 

week.  Even kids who love school  

sometimes raise objections at this time  

of year.  Remain matter-of-fact and 

confident as you send her off.  It may 

help to remind yourself that you aren’t 

the only parent whose child has come 

down with the please-let-me-stay-home-

today blues.  

Things Not To Worry About 
When Your Child Starts School 
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Children’s Ministry  
Birth—5th Grade 

 

VBS Kids will be singing at 
the late service(10:30am) 
this Sunday (August 13) 

 

Sunday, August 20th 
9:20am to 10:15am 

Ages: Preschool to 5th grade 
meet in the Toddlin’ Room 

Lesson: A Life Restored— 
Jairus’s Daughter 

Scripture: Mark 5:21-24, 35-43 

 

 
 

 
11:45 am PICNIC LUNCH:  Hot Dog/Chips/Drink 
12 — 2 pm Fun Faith Fest Games & Semisaurus 

Sunday, August 13th 
Everyone is invited! 
Bring your friends! 

Sunday School  
Teachers  

needed for Fall! 
 

If you are planning to return to  
teaching in the fall, please let  

Kaja Mueller know ASAP.   
We are in need of teachers at many 

levels.  Please contact Kaja at: 
kaja@ourredeemer.org 

RALLY DAY 
September 17 

Rally Day will be September 17 with a potluck  
at noon.  All Sunday School classes, this includes 
the adult class, will meet in the sanctuary at 
9:20am. 
 

Presentations for 3 year olds, first graders, third 
graders, sixth graders, and juniors will take 
place during late service. 
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6

th
 —12

th
 Grade 

Youth Coordinator Kara Hartwig youthcoordinator@ourredeemer.org (319) 855-2728 

 
AUGUST 13 

  10:30 am Worship with VBS Singing 

11:30 am PICNIC LUNCH:  Hot Dog/Chips/Drink 

12 — 2 pm Fun Faith Fest Games & Semisaurus 

SUMMER YOUTH 
family NIGHT 

Youth families with 6th— 12th graders,  
you’re invited to... 

Bohnsack’s Backyard 
Wednesday, August 16th 

6:00 pm—9:00 pm 
The Bohnsack’s are hosting the Youth families 

(Confirmation & High School students, siblings & 
parents) in their backyard. Be ready for a fun night 
of swimming, roasting hot dogs & marshmallows, 

playing lawn games, and watching 
a short movie projected outside.  

We will provide the hot dogs, 
chips, stuff for s’mores and drinks.   
Bring your swimsuit, towel, and a 

lawn chair. 

RALLY DAY 
September 17 

Rally Day will be September 17 with a 
potluck at noon.  All Sunday School 
classes, this includes the adult class, will 
meet in the sanctuary at 9:20am. 
 
Presentations for 3 year olds, first 
graders, third graders, sixth graders, and 
juniors will take place during late service. 
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OUR REDEEMER OFFICE DIRECTORY 
 

Office: 338-5626       Fax:  338-9171 Website:  http://www.ourredeemer.org            Preschool:  338-3949 
Prayer Chain:  351-5297 or prayerchain@ourredeemer.org            Special Announcements Line:  338-3505 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
     
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

                

                        
                            2023 Board of Elders  

Bill Benson    517-881-9848 
Dave Bohnsack                  319-430-2054 
Tim Eick   248-514-2881 
Rick Gienapp   319-331-7425 
Ryan Haack   319-325-7915 
Skip Kempnich   319-351-5297 
Eric Kooker   319-339-0175 
Chad Pence (Chair)  319-321-5686 
Art Schwarting   319-325-6152 

 
 

DEADLINES 
 

Reflections (printed weekly):  Information must be submitted (written, typed, emailed or faxed) each Wednesday by 5:00 pm 
 
Beacon Newsletter & Church Activities Calendar (printed monthly):  Information must be submitted (written, typed, emailed or 
faxed) by noon on the 20th of each month. 

 
RADIO 

 

Lutheran Hour Ministries on Radio—WMT 600 AM Radio on Sunday mornings at 6:30 am, and KXEL 1540 AM Radio on 
Sunday mornings at 9:30 am.  For more information on Lutheran Hour Ministries go to www.LHM.org.  

 
VOLUNTEER BACKGROUND SCREENING 

 
 

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church has a strong, caring ministry with children and youth. To promote the safest and most secure  
environment possible all employees and volunteers, both new and existing, undergo a background screening before working with 
younger members. Performing background checks provides safeguards and peace of mind to our staff, volunteers, parents, youth, 
and children. 

STAFF & EMAIL PHONE NO.          STAFF & EMAIL PHONE NO.          

Rev. Dr. Brent Hartwig, Senior Pastor 
bhartwig@ourredeemer.org 

338-5626 (church) 
337-2403 (home)  

Kaja Mueller, Preschool Director 
preschool@ourredeemer.org  

338-3949 (preschool) 
338-5626 (church) 

    

Ethan Boester, Vicar 
vicar@ourredeemer.org 

338-5626 (church) Lorrie Bailey, Office Coordinator 
redeemer@ourredeemer.org 

338-5626 (church) 

    

Christie Cherian, Preschool Assistant 
preschoolassistant@ourredeemer.org 

338-3949 (preschool) Sara Cross, Preschool Assistant 
preschoolassistant@ourredeemer.org 

338-3949 (preschool) 

    

Sarah Ghabel, Bookkeeper 
bookkeeper@ourredeemer.org 

338-5626 (church) Kara Hartwig, Youth Coordinator 
youthcoordinator@ourredeemer.org 

338-5626 (church) 

    

Denise Holida, Adult Coordinator  
smallgroups@ourredeemer.org 

338-5626 (church) 
930-0165 (cell) 

Louise Klopp, Director Choirs/
Properties 
choirdirector@ourredeemer.org 

338-5626 (church) 

    

Marilyn Paetz, Organist  
organist@ourredeemer.org 

351-4262 (home) Kevin Sellers 
Director of Technology 
technology@ourredeemer.org 

338-5626 ext. 18 
631-8924 (cell) 

Laurel Sellers, Consultant 
consultant@ourredeemer.org 

319-331-3242 (cell) 
338-5626 ext. 21 

  

2023 Board of Directors 

President Arlan Thompson  319-338-2938 
Vice President Ben Weis  319-936-6850 
Secretary Barb Schanbacher 319-351-3998 
Treasurer Kari Kibby  319-573-4127 
Board of Elders Chad Pence  319-321-5686 
Properties Dave Yansky  319-621-7694 
At Large  Jeff Kucera  563-316-1088 
  Marilyn Albright  319-430-8129 
  Steve Scott  563-889-0990 

http://www.ourredeemer.org/
mailto:prayerchain@ourredeemer.org
mailto:bhartwig@ourredeemer.org
mailto:preschoolassistant@ourredeemer.org
mailto:preschoolassistant@ourredeemer.org
mailto:bookkeep@ourredeemer.org
mailto:smallgroups@ourredeemer.org
mailto:choirdirector@ourredeemer.org
mailto:organist@ourredeemer.org
mailto:technology@ourredeemer.org

