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First Avenue and Court Street 

Iowa City, IA  52245 
Phone: 319-338-5626 

Email:  redeemer@ourredeemer.org 

www.ourredeemer.org 

  

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church  
              And Preschool 

Weekly Newsletter - December 16/17, 2017 

~ Third Sunday in Advent ~ 

Targeted to the millennial generation, 

Unlocking the Mysteries of 

Genesis supports a Biblical worldview with 

empirical scientific evidence and offers 

defensible answers to some of the most 

provocative and controversial questions of 

faith and science.  Through interviews with 

leading experts, on-location investigations, 

insights from cutting-edge research, 

dynamic animation, and stunning 

visuals Unlocking the Mysteries of 

Genesis takes viewers on a memorable 

journey through some of the most 

fascinating topics in creation science.  

Sunday Morning 

9:30 am-10:15 am 

Fellowship Hall 

Children’s Christmas Program & Meal 

This Sunday the Children will perform The Power of the 

King  during both worship services. Thanks especially to 

Allison Haack, director; Kelli Kucera and Crissy Pence, 

Sunday school superintendents; and Marnie Schrader, 

Children’s Ministry Coordinator; along with all the many 

volunteers and teachers who make this happen.  

The annual soup luncheon will follow the late service. Thanks to Aaron 

Mueller, Lynne Westphal, Sandy Wagner, the Van Zantes, and Harold 

Warner for the delicious meal. 

Live Nativity 

December 17, 2017 

9:15 am Program Music Preschool-8
th 

Grade 

9:30 am Sunday School Preschool-8
th 

Grade 

10:15 am Sunday School Ends 

Sunday, December 17 

4:00—6:00 pm 

mailto:redeemer@ourredeemer.org
http://www.ourredeemer.org/
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Building Healthy Families: Over the coming 

Christmas season we will spend more time together 

than usual with our families. As you gather, keep a 

watchful eye out for excessive negative talk 

including complaining, fault-finding, and passing 

on gossip. Sharing gossip and negative messages of 

gloom and doom is not only sinful and dishonoring 

to our Father, it also fosters a depressing 

atmosphere in the home (…and in the church). 

Instead, look hard for the positive and talk about it 

often! “Whatever is pure, whatever is lovely…think 

on these things.” Philippians 4:8  
 

Lutheran Family Service  

Learn more at LFSiowa.org  

Stephen Ministry:   

Stephen 

Ministry:  Why are we 

ashamed to ask for 

help?  As much as we 

like to think we’re in 

control there are times 

when we can use the 

support of others.  Our 

Stephen Ministers are trained to listen in 

confidence and offer encouragement as 

you work your way through whatever is 

bothering you.  We won’t judge or 

advise.  We’ll just meet privately once a 

week to pray, support, and walk with you 

as God’s healing takes place.  To see how 

we may help, please call Pastor Hartwig 

(319-338-5626), or one of our Stephen 

Leaders: Bill Benson (517-881-9848), 

Marcia Hulse (319-351-7059) 

Kathy Schweer (319-466-3084) 

Kevin Sellers (319-631-8924).  

 

The Human Care 

Committee will again 

be sponsoring the  

Mitten Tree, 

collecting hats, 

scarves, gloves and 

mittens for school children who are without. 

Please bring your contributions to the church 

office to place under the Mitten Tree by 

January 7. 

Contact Twyla Freeman  with any questions 

you might have at 530-2371 or 

taf13146@ourredeemer.org. 

Pick up your Lutheran Journal on the Welcome 

Center or in the office. 

Lutheran 

Family Service 

SUNDAY TIME CHANGES 

Sunday, December 24 One service only 9:30am 

      NO Sunday school 

Sunday, December 31 One service only 9:30am 

      NO Sunday school 

See following page for complete listing of services. 
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December 17 8:00am & 10:30am Sunday Service/Children’s Program 
  12:00pm    Lunch 
  4:00-6:00pm   Live Nativity 

December 20 1:00pm    Advent Service 
  5:10pm    Advent Meal 
  6:00/6:10pm   Sing-a-long/Advent Service 

December 23 5:30pm    Saturday Service/Communion 

December 24* 9:30am    Sunday Service/Communion 
  4:30pm    Christmas Eve Family Worship 
  6:30pm    Christmas Eve Communion Worship 
  11:30pm    Midnight Communion Worship 

December 25 9:30am    Christmas Communion Worship 

December 30 5:30pm    Saturday Service/Communion 

December 31* 9:30am    Sunday Service/Communion 
  6:30pm     New Year’s Eve Worship 

Midweek Classes 
December 13, and 20 at 

7:00pm 

No Midweek Classes 
December 27 or  January 3 *No 8:00 & 10:30am services nor Sunday School Classes 

CHRISTMAS CARDS 

Just in case you 

haven't checked yet, 

the Card Shop has 

Christmas cards out!! 

We have boxes and 

individual ones, even 

some note cards and 

thank yous. 

Look for the Our Redeemer Christmas cards on 

the turning rack. 

Enjoy and Merry Christmas from the LWML 

Card Shop.  

PANAMA MISSION TRIP 

If you are planning to join the mission team 

traveling to Panama next 

spring, March 10-17,  please 

contact Denise Holida or 

Miriam Meyer. We are 

asking team members to 

submit a $250.00 

deposit by December 

15
th 

to hold their spot on the team. 

 

Contact Denise Holida or Miriam Meyer with 

any questions. 



4 

There is a box outside the preschool where you can drop off items. If it is a larger item, 

please contact Kaja Mueller, Director. Preschool will receive 50% of the profit from these 

donated items that are sold at Stuff. All items given to Stuff will be a donation if they can-

not sell them.  If desired, you can make an appointment on your own and donate up to two 

storage tubs full of items on your own. Consigner No. #38168 

Our Redeemer Preschool Weekly Newsletter 
December 11-15, 2017 

The Savior is Coming!  
Director/Teacher, Kaja Mueller   Assistants,  Sheena White M/W/F, Sara Cross T/TH 

Preschool Phone: 319-338-3949     www.ourredeemerpreschoolic.org     preschool@ourredeemer.org 

Enjoy reading a little bit about what we get to do 

in preschool!  

At the end of each morning Circle Time, our pre-

schoolers practice something, such as: first name, 

middle name, last name, their birthdate, and 

shapes. They even get practice working on being 

patient while they wait for their turn. I have 

been very proud of them .  

This week at Teacher Time, they write their 

letter C’s and we are exploring math prob-

lems.  

During Crafts, the kids always work on their cut-

ting and writing skills. We have had fun watching 

them grow and teachers assist when needed.  

The greatest improvement we see in the skill of 

putting on their coats, hats, and mittens when 

getting ready to play Outside. We all get to work 

on our manners, asking  “please will you help 

me,” and saying “thank you.”  

Our Jesus Time this week was spent in anticipa-

tion, waiting for the birth of Jesus to be pro-

claimed. The kids put a lot of thought into what 

they wait for and how hard it is to wait. The wait 

can remind us to rely on God, trusting Him to give 

all good and great things to us.   

Thrivent Action Team  

Thanks to the Brohrer family who has gifted the preschool with 

$250 dollars from Thrivent, the preschoolers will be making Christ-

mas cards for local nursing homes next week. The preschool will 

also be gifted a new puppet show stand. In the new year, we will 

be making some puppets the kids can take home. Thank you!  
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Our Redeemer’s Human Care Committee 

has enlisted a group of volunteers who may be 

willing to help you with a small job should you 

not be able to do it. These would be of short 

duration  such as:  

 Rides to the doctor, bank, 

drugstore 

 Very light lawn or house 

work for  someone during 

recovery after a hospital 

stay 

 Tech support for computer 

 Provide a meal after a 

hospital stay 

 Move a piece of furniture 

 Change light bulbs, etc. 

Lawn mowing, snow-shoveling, and other heavy 

jobs or jobs that take a long time will probably 

not be something we can do. 

So, if you need a little assistance or you would 

like to help in these areas, call Dave Hintze at 

351-5873 and we will see what we may be able 

to do for you. 

HAWAIIAN SHIRTS FOR DEPLOYED 

SOLDIERS 

With Rob Ghabel presently deployed, Sarah has gotten 

interested in supporting the troops in an effort started by a 

military mom to send Hawaiian shirts to deployed soldiers. It 

has been a very successful morale builder and reminder that 

folks at home care. If anyone has good condition adult 

Hawaiian shirts to give, new or used, please drop them in the 

box in the office. Sarah will make sure they are forwarded to 

the coordinator. Money for shipping is also very useful. 

ATTENTION 

VENDORS!!!  

On Saturday, March 24, 2018, Iowa 

District East is hosting an Early 

Childhood Educators Conference at 

Zion Lutheran Church in Hiawatha 

from 8:00am – 3:00 pm.  We would 

like to offer our Early Childhood 

Directors and their staff the 

opportunity to do some shopping 

while at the conference.  The 

minimum requirement is that the 

vendor is a member of an LCMS 

congregation.  If you would like to 

participate or have more questions, 

please contact Jan Doellinger, 

Assistant to the President – Schools at 

319-721-8014 or by 

email:  jdoellinger@lcmside.org 

What’s happening? 

CONTINUE 

ASBESTOS REMOVAL WELL 

UNDERWAY 

Asbestos removal is in full swing from the chapel 

and old library areas. Both the floor and ceiling 

contain asbestos and must be removed before the 

renovations begin after Christmas. The dividing 

wall was also discovered to contain asbestos 

insulation and will have to be removed. 

Final cleanout of the cupboards in the coffee area 

and things on the counter will be taking place soon. 

mailto:jdoellinger@lcmside.org
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Help the Crisis Center spread joy this season with a donation to Project 

Holiday!  

Project Holiday is the Crisis Center’s annual holiday meal distribution which takes 

place the week before Christmas each year. The goal behind this drive is to provide 

families with the ingredients they need to create their own family traditions. Each 

year, the Crisis Center provides meals for over 1,700 families in our community.  

         Will you help us spread joy this holiday season? Your $25 contribution 

covers the cost of the meal for one family, including a turkey, ham, or other 

entrée item, sides, vegetables, and a variety of other grocery items needed to 

prepare a holiday feast. You can help us brighten the holidays for hundreds of our 

neighbors in need.  

Please contact Julia Erickson, Stewardship and Events Coordinator with questions regarding Project Holiday 

at 319-351-2726 ext. 105 or julia-erickson@jccrisiscenter.org. 

Happy Holidays, 

The Crisis Center of Johnson County 

CHRISTMAS/NEW YEAR USHER SIGNUP 

 

Ushers are still needed for: 

 Dec. 24 9:30 am Sunday Communion Worship 

 Dec. 24 11:30 pm Candlelight Communion 

 Dec. 31 9:30 am Sunday Communion Worship 

 Dec. 31 6:30 pm New Year’s Eve Communion 

Kitchen supplies may be placed on the kitchen table. 

Most needed items are: 

 Napkins 

 Dish soap 

The Advent Meal 
on 

Wednesday, 
December 20th 

will be hosted by the 
 Confirmation Youth 

 

5:10 pm 
Tacos, corn, rice,  

drinks & apple pie 
Fellowship Hall 

 
Join the Our Redeemer family for a chili meal (free-

will offering). At 6:00 pm there will be a sing-a-long 

with Marilyn Paetz in the sanctuary, followed by the 

third Advent service and the regular Wednesday 

Midweek activities (which will start at 7:00 pm). 
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Confirmation Classes High School  

 Wednesday, December  20th at 7:00 pm 

6th Grade—Lecture 
Unit 2: God’s Grace to His People Israel 
Exile 
721 BC   Northern tribe (Israel) exiled by Assyrians 
587 BC   Southern tribe (Judah) exiled by Babylonians 
The Lord sent prophets to His people and other 
nations before, during and after the exile.  Daniel is 
one of the most recognizable prophets who lived in 
Babylon during the exile. 
MEMORY WORK:  Isaiah 41:10 

   

7th Grade—Lecture 
The Lord’s Prayer—2nd & 3rd Petitions 
What is a Petition? A request made of God.  
2nd Petition:  “Thy kingdom come.” 
What does this mean? The kingdom of God certainly 
comes by itself without our prayer, but we pray in 
this petition that it may come to us also. 
3rd Petition:  “Thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven.” 
What does this mean?  The good and gracious will of 
God is done even without our prayer, but we pray in 
this petition that it may be done among us also. 
 

8th Grade—Small Group 
 The Apostle’s Creed—the 3rd Article  

The 3rd Article of the Apostles’ Creed is about the 3rd 
person of the Holy Trinity:  God the Holy Spirit.  “I 
believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.” 
CONFIRMATION VERSE DUE:  Weds, January 10 

LIVE NATIVITY 

All High School Youth 

Sunday, December 17th 

3:00 pm until 8:00 pm 

What we’ll be doing: 

Sharing the Good News of Jesus’ birth! 

3 – 4 pm Set up for Live Nativity Youth get in 
costume 

4 – 6 pm Live Nativity  
 Youth alternate between being in 

costume outside and warming up inside 
6 pm Clean up after Live Nativity  
6:30 pm  Dinner (parents, volunteers & youth)  
7 pm  High School Christmas Party (see below) 

What to bring: 

 a $5.00 dollar wrapped gift for the annual Gift 
Exchange (should be suitable for boy or girl; ex: 
candy, chocolate, deck of cards, earbuds, hot 
chocolate mix…) 

IMPORTANT: 
Wear a warm coat, dress in layers and bring 
gloves/mittens, hat, earmuffs, hand warmers, feet 
warmers, snowpants, etc. to keep you warm.  You 
will be standing outside in costume in cold 
weather!  

Join us on Wednesday, December 20 at 5:10 pm for the Advent Meal,  

at 6:00 pm for a Sing-along in the Sanctuary and at 6:10 pm for Advent Worship. 

Confirmation hosts Advent Meal  

ALL 6th, 7th and 8th Grade Confirmation Families 

are helping with the Advent Meal 

on Wednesday, December 20 

Jesus’ Birthday Party 

High School Youth will be performing a short skit 
and helping with the  

Kids Club Jesus’ Birthday Party 
on Wednesday, December 20 at 7:00 pm 
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OUR REDEEMER OFFICE DIRECTORY 
 

Office: 338-5626       Fax:  338-9171 Website:  http://www.ourredeemer.org            Preschool:  338-3949 

Prayer Chain:  351-5297 or prayerchain@ourredeemer.org            Special Announcements Line:  338-3505 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

     

 
 

 
 
 

                  2017 Board of Elders  

Bill Benson    517-881-9848   

Vaughn Davisson   319-648-4660 

Jim Eick     338-1293 

Myrl Holida (Chair)      351-4301  
Skip Kempnich    351-5297 

Val Penney    354-1453 

Denny Schrader    461-7318 

Arlan Thompson   338-2938 

Marty Wenck    330-2761 
 

DEADLINES 

Reflections (printed weekly):  Information must be submitted (written, typed, emailed or faxed) each Wednesday by 5:00 pm 

 

Beacon Newsletter & Church Activities Calendar (printed monthly):  Information must be submitted (written, typed, emailed or 

faxed) by noon on the 20th of each month. 

TELEVISION ~ RADIO 

Our Redeemer Worship Service on Public Access TV Channel 18 every Wednesday at 4:00 pm. 

 

The Lutheran Hour Television Ministries talk show “On Main Street” is shown on Public Access Television Channel 18 on 

Thursdays at 1:30 pm and Sundays at 10:00 pm. 

 

Lutheran Hour Ministries on Radio—WMT 600 AM Radio on Sunday mornings at 6:30 am, and KXEL 1540 AM Radio on 

Sunday mornings at 9:30 am.  For more information on Lutheran Hour Ministries go to www.LHM.org.  

 

VOLUNTEER BACKGROUND SCREENING 

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church has been in ministry with children and youth for almost 55 years.  Our insurance carrier, Church 

Mutual, strongly encourages us to promote the safest and most secure environment possible by screening all employees and volun-

teers, both new and existing, especially those who interact with children.  Performing background checks will provide safeguards 

and peace of mind to our staff, volunteers, parents, youth and children. Additional details will be forthcoming as we put this screen-

ing process in motion.  

STAFF & EMAIL PHONE NO.          STAFF & EMAIL PHONE NO.          

Brent Hartwig, Senior Pastor 

bhartwig@ourredeemer.org 
338-5626 (church) 

337-2403 (home)  
Kaja Mueller, Preschool Director 

preschool@ourredeemer.org  
338-3949 (preschool) 

338-5626 (church) 
    

Luke Scheele, Vicar 

vicar@ourredeemer.org 

338-5626 (church) Sara Cross, Preschool Assistant 

preschoolassistant@ourredeemer.org 
338-3949 (preschool) 

    

Sarah Ghabel, Bookkeeper 

bookkeeper@ourredeemer.org 
338-5626 (church) Kara Hartwig, Youth Coordinator 

youthcoordinator@ourredeemer.org 

338-5626 (church) 

    

Denise Holida  

Director of Small Group Ministry 

smallgroups@ourredeemer.org 

338-5626 (church) 

930-0165 (cell) 
Louise Klopp, Director of Choirs  

choirdirector@ourredeemer.org 
338-5626 (church) 

    

Marilyn Paetz, Organist  

organist@ourredeemer.org 
351-4262 (home) Marnie Schrader, Children’s Ministry 

childrensministry@ourredeemer.org 

319-530-1563 (cell) 

    

Kevin Sellers 

Director of Technology 

technology@ourredeemer.org 

338-5626 (church) 

631-8924 (cell) 
Laurel Sellers, Office Coordinator 

redeemer@ourredeemer.org 
338-5626 (church) 

Sheena White, Preschool Assistant 

preschoolassistant@ourredeemer.org 
338-3949 (preschool)   

2017 Board of Directors 

President   Steven Scott  563-889-0990 

Vice President  Alan Meyer  319-461-1748 

Secretary   Jennifer Kooker  319-339-0175 

Treasurer   Larry Freeman  319-400-8356 

Board of Elders  Myrl Holida  319-351-4301 

Properties   Rob Bowman  319-325-8989 

At Large   Dave Johnson  319-333-9606 

    Barb Schanbacher 319-351-3998 

    Kevin Roiseland 319-230-5247 

http://www.ourredeemer.org/
mailto:prayerchain@ourredeemer.org
mailto:bhartwig@ourredeemer.org
mailto:preschoolassistant@ourredeemer.org
mailto:bookkeep@ourredeemer.org
mailto:smallgroups@ourredeemer.org
mailto:choirdirector@ourredeemer.org
mailto:organist@ourredeemer.org
mailto:technology@ourredeemer.org
mailto:preschoolassistant@ourredeemer.org

