First Avenue and Court Street
Iowa City, IA 52245
Phone: 319-338-5626

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church
And Preschool

Email: redeemer@ourredeemer.org
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Weekly Newsletter - November 19/20, 2016

~ Last Sunday of the Church Year ~
TRAVEL THE HOLY LAND WITH PASTOR!!

VOTERS’ MEETING

Sunday

November 20

9:30 am

Following 10:30 Worship

Fellowship

Budget Approval
Proposed budget available in the office

ISRAEL: THE LAND OF MILK AND HONEY
October 2-16, November 20-December 18
Sunday Mornings (9 sessions)
9:30 am - 10:15 am
The Holy Land has a long and varied history. The
Patriarchs, the Judges, the Kings, the divided nation,
the Assyrian exile, the Babylonian exile, and the
homecoming of Judah under Cyrus the Persian, which
is the majority of the Old Testament, happened
between the Mediterranean Sea and the Jordan River.
This same land is the background for Jesus’ ministry.
For two weeks in August, Pastor Hartwig traveled to
Israel as a part of his doctorate classwork.
Throughout the autumn and winter months, he will
share with the congregation what he learned and
intertwine that with God’s Word.

Wednesday, November 23
7:00 pm

This Bible study will feature what he saw throughout
each day in the Holy Land. Some discussion topics
could include: Bethlehem, Jericho, Qumran, Dead Sea,
Negev, Galilee, Golan, Capernaum, Mount of
Beatitudes, Caesarea Philippi, Nimrod’s Castle, Mount
of Olives, Sanhedrin tombs, Jaffa Gate, Hezekiah’s
Wall, Dead Sea Scrolls, Western Wall, Bethesda and
the Chapel of the Holy Sepulcher.

An opportunity to bring your
Thanks-giving, Thanks-living
pledges forward
REMINDER: No Midweek Classes Nov. 23
November 30 adult class in sanctuary
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BAPTISM THIS WEEK
Adelyn Skye Reid
Sunday, November 20, 2016
8:00am

Christmas & Cookies
Friday, December 16, 2016
6:00 pm

Parents
Christopher Kent Reid
Hannah Camille Born

Members of Our Redeemer and friends gather together for food, fun, and fellowship. Whether it is
appetizers, pizza, or potluck, this group will dine
together. Decorating Christmas cookies, to take
home and give away, will be the main activity. A
short Christmas movie will be shown during dinner.
God’s Word will be shared before the evening is
done. All ages are asked to participate.

Sponsors
Art & Denise Schwarting

Please sign up in the church office!

Children’s Dinner Theater

The Little House that Stood
Sunday, November 20, at
5:30 pm
Sign up in the church office
The Fellowship Hall will be decorated,
a child-friendly dinner will be provided, and all you have
to do is wear your pajamas and sign up in the office so
we know how much food to prepare!
Parable of the wise and foolish builder
“When the Three Little Pigs roll into Cabbageville looking
to build some new houses, they meet one builder with a
plan and two without a clue! Larry builds with hay, Mr.
Lunt with bricks, but only Bob builds his houses on a firm
foundation, following the wise plans from the Master
Builder's Handbook! Will the Little Piggies make the
right choices when it comes to building their houses - and
their lives - on solid ground? Find out in this parable that
shows kids when they follow God's blueprints, they can
stand strong when the storms come!”
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Christmas program practice
has started!
Practices are during regular
music times for K-8th Grade.

OPPORTUNITY FOR ALL MEMBERS
OF OUR REDEEMER
On the weekend of December 3rd and 4th Our
Redeemer’s choirs will tell the Christmas story of our
Savior’s birth in carols and Scripture. Cookies and
cocoa will be served after the Saturday night service.
This is a special opportunity to invite family, friends,
co-workers, neighbors and others to hear about God’s
love for them. There are invitation cards on the usher’s
tables. Pick up a few to hand out to those you care
about. It’s that simple. Give others the opportunity to
come and hear about Jesus’ unconditional, sacrificial
love for them. This might be the most important gift
you give this Christmas!

All services will be Christmas & Carols
Plan to come & bring your friends

CHAMBER SINGERS OF IOWA CITY
“A CANDLELIGHT CHRISTMAS”
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Christmas is a season of song. The music inspired
by this holiday over centuries is by turns solemn,
exultant, elegant, and mirthful, and it’s one of the
reasons Christmas offers joy to all, heedless of
creed. Come share in a collection of Christmas
masterworks, rendered by candlelight, and
interspersed with poetry. The centerpiece will be “A
Ceremony of Carols,” a stirring cantata by
Benjamin Britten, accompanied on harp by Pam
Weest-Carrasco.

HOLIDAY DECORATING
Sunday, November 27

Sunday, December 11th at First United Methodist
Church, 214 E. Jefferson St. in Iowa
City. Admission is $17 for adults, $14 for seniors,
and free for students. Tickets can be purchased
online or at the door.

2:00 pm
Come one, come all, help get the
church ready for Christmas!
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ADVENT BEGINS NOVEMBER 27
The first Advent services
will be November 30 at
1:00 pm and 6:10 pm. We
will have a freewill
offering meal at 5:10 pm
served by the Human
Care committee. There
will be a sing-along at 6:00 pm in the sanctuary
where you can choose to sing your favorite
Christmas hymns.
A more complete Advent schedule can be found
on page 8.

Are you thinking COOKIES yet?

Advent devotionals are available
on the Welcome Center in both regular and
large print.

The 24th Annual LWML Guild Cookie Walk
will be Saturday, December 3rd, 9:00 am to
11:00 am. Please start pulling out your cookbooks
or visiting your favorite recipe websites for the
cookies you will bake. We would appreciate
donations of as many cookies as possible!
Workers will be needed on Friday, December 2nd
and/or Saturday, December 3rd. Sign-up sheets are
in the Narthex. During the week the sign-up sheets
will be in the church office. Posters are available
for pick-up at the sign-up table for your office
bulletin board or where you shop. Proceeds from
the Cookie Walk will be given to missions. Thank
you for your help!

THE ANGELS ARE COMING !!!!!
This year again you have the
opportunity to participate in
serving those less fortunate
through this project,
sponsored by the Human
Care Committee. Angel Tree
is a program of Prison
Fellowship where the
children of prisoners are given Christmas gifts
on behalf of the parent since he/she is unable to
do so while incarcerated.

BEAT THE
SNOW!

Angels will be available for selection before,
after and between services beginning with the
Thanksgiving Eve service on November 24
and each Advent and weekend service
through Wednesday, December 13th. When
you select an angel (s), you will be asked to sign
out the angel with your name and phone number.
All gifts need to be wrapped and returned to the
church by Sunday, December 17, 2016 in order
to process them and deliver the week before
Christmas. You will receive written instructions
about the process when you select an angel,
which we ask that you follow carefully. Thank
you for helping those in need at this special time
of the year.

Two volunteers
cover a week at a
time. The number
of volunteers
determines how
many weeks each gets. Having many volunteers
can make this a small commitment of time and
effort. Clearing includes the sidewalks and
parsonages; the parking lot is done by others.
There are shovels, de-icing pellets, and a snow
blower available.
SNOW REMOVAL SIGNUP IS IN
THE OFFICE
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November 28
7:00 pm
Board Room

Date

Topic
(7:00 – 9:00 pm)

November 28

Person & Work of Christ

December 19
January 26
February 21
March 23

Justification & Conversion
Holy Scripture, God’ Word
Sacraments
New Obedience,
New Beginning
Church & Ministry
Make Up Session

April 27
May 25

Senior Blessing Blankets
Do you Knit or Crochet?
We could you use your skills to make a
blanket for one of our graduating high
school seniors.






Knit or crochet a twin
size afghan (4 feet by
6 feet) personalized
with the graduate’s
high school colors
Donate your time and
the yarn for this project
Blankets need to be completed by May
2017 for the Graduate Breakfast
We also ask that you be present for the
graduation celebration.

We still have 4 seniors who need someone to
make them a blanket.
If you can help, please sign up in the church
office.
Questions? Contact Kara Hartwig.

Christmas cards are now
available in the card shop!
Limited supply

Poinsettia sign-up starts
this week and runs
through Sunday,
November 27. Watch for
the sign-up sheets in the
narthex. The plants are
available in either a 4.5
inch pot ($8) or a 6.5
inch pot ($15) in red,
white pink or jingle bells
(red/white). Please pay in cash or check made payable
to Our Redeemer. The poinsettias will be displayed in
the church through Christmas. Please take them home
after the Christmas Day service.
Once again you not only help decorate the church with
your plant, but also support 4Cs, a nonprofit agency
dedicated to serving families in our area. 4Cs provide
emergency services for families by offering Crisis
Child Care and operating 4Cs Home Ties Child Care
Center. 4Cs offers support and resources to early
childhood programs by providing educational
workshops for home-based child care programs, child
care centers, and preschools to ensure quality child
care in our community. Money raised will help
purchase a new mini bus to provide transportation for
children at Home Ties!
Any questions can be directed to Melissa Mullane at
936-5827, or bammullane@aol.com
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Immeasurably M

RE

Simple Definition of celebrate:
(According to Merriam-Webster’s Learner’s Dictionary)


To do something special or enjoyable for an important event, occasion,
holiday, etc.



To praise (someone or something)



To say that (someone or something) is great or important



To perform (a religious ceremony)

Both the Initial Commitments Event last weekend and the Commitment
Celebration of this weekend (November 19 and 20) give the members of
Our Redeemer the opportunity to combine these definitions in honor of the
commitments made through Immeasurably More to accomplish the fulfillment of Vision 2020. The occasions
are special and enjoyable, celebrating God’s love and mercy and praising His name. God’s house of worship is
important to our church family and that importance is reflected in the giving that will maintain and improve
the physical church for us and for those yet to come. A worship service is a part and a focus of both the
Commitments Event and the Celebration.

PRAISE GOD FROM WHOM ALL BLESSINGS FLOW!
Commitment Celebration: after each church service, this weekend, November 19 and 20
Enjoy your surprise courtesy of the Commitment Celebration committee
The Initial Commitments Event was attended by about 120 adults while about 30 children met separately. 71
giving units were represented, responding with pledges totaling $429,852. The amount that has already been
given to the capital campaign is $31,550.

FAQ asked about the pledges:
Will we be using special envelopes for Immeasurably More payments?
There are now special envelopes for Immeasurably More contributions. They will be available on the usher’s
tables the next few Sundays and in the church office thereafter. The paper clips hold groups of 12. The
envelopes will help those who count offerings to distinguish Immeasurably More from the general offering.
What should we write in the memo line of a check?
Write Immeasurably More on the memo line.
To whom do we send our checks?
Send the checks to the office marked for Immeasurably More or put them in the offering plate in your special
Immeasurably More envelopes. If you do not use these envelopes make sure that the offerings are clearly
marked for Immeasurably More.
If it’s a three year program, when does the first year begin?
The Immeasurably More Initial Commitments Event last Sunday (November 13) marked the beginning of the
3 years of giving. So you can start giving now.
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PRAY WITHOUT CEASING...

“I will put my laws in their minds and write them on their hearts.
they will be my people.”

I will be their God, and

~Hebrews 8:10

We thank you, Lord, that you have chosen us. You have not left us to survive alone, but
to claim you as our God. By the power of your spirit, let your word dwell mightily in us.
Tom Strumpel and Becky Behrens

Additional commitment Opportunities:
Annual giving letters should have arrived and may be returned to church during Thanks-giving, Thanks-living.
Thanksgiving Eve service

Wednesday at 7:00pm

Thanksgiving Weekend services, Saturday 5:30pm
Sunday 8:00am and 10:30am
During these services, there will be a time to bring the commitments forward.

LEADERSHIP TEAM
Pastoral Staff

Building Healthy Families: What are 3
things you want your family to know that will
be important to you during your last days on
earth? For example, do you want them with
you all the time or do you want to be alone?
Do you want to have one of them read
Scripture or sing favorite hymns with you or
do you want quiet? Do you want to say
goodbye to important people in your life, or
not so much? 90% of people say talking to
their family about end of life decisions is very
important, yet only 27% have had these
conversations. How about you? Read John
14:1-6 aloud with your family and use it as an
entry into this conversation. For help, contact
an LFS counselor near you.
Lutheran Family Service
(319) 393-1000

Rev. Brent Hartwig
Vicar Wolfgram
Prayer Directors
Becky Behrens
Tom Strumpel
Campaign Directors
Shana Stuart
Pam Wilson
Campaign Coordinator
Gary Johnson
Communications Directors
Cynthia Fruendt
Laurel Sellers
Inform Directors
Joel Eckman
RSVP Directors
Sandy Wagner
Initial Commitments Director
Julie Nieland
Commitment Celebration Director
Pat Sexton
Follow Up Director
Bill Benson
Youth Emphasis Director
Art Schwarting
Children’s Emphasis Director
Miriam Meyer
Friends of the Congregation Directors Bev & Walt Prem
Jim & Kathy Eick

2017 Flower Calendar is available in the library to the left of the 2016
calendar. Choose your date early!
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November 30 1:00pm
Advent Service
5:10pm
Advent Meal
6:00/6:10pm
Sing-a-long/Advent Service
December 3 9:00am
LWML Cookie Walk
5:30pm
Service of Christmas & Carols
December 4 8:00am & 10:30am Service of Christmas & Carols
December 7 1:00pm
Advent Service
5:10pm
Advent Meal
6:00/6:10pm
Sing-a-long/Advent Service
December 10 5:30pm
Saturday Communion Service
December 11 8:00am & 10:30am Sunday Communion Service
December 12 7:00pm
Christmas Meeting LWML
December 14 1:00pm
Advent Service
5:10pm
Advent Meal
6:00/6:10pm
Sing-a-long/Advent Service
December 16 6:00pm
Christmas and Cookies
December 17 5:30pm
Saturday Service
December 18 8:00am & 10:30am Sunday Service/Children’s Program
12:00pm
Lunch
4:00-6:00pm
Live Nativity
December 21 1:00pm
Advent Service
5:10pm
Advent Meal
6:00/6:10pm
Sing-a-long/Advent Service
December 24* 4:30pm
Christmas Eve Family Worship
6:30pm
Christmas Eve Communion Worship
11:30pm
Midnight Communion Worship
December 25** 9:30am
Christmas Communion Worship
December 31 5:30pm
New Year’s Eve Worship
January 1** 9:30am
New Year’s Worship

Boxes needed to pack
quilts in for Orphan
Grain
Train-If you would
happen to
have boxes
like the
Xerox kind, small boxes from
moving, or even the medium size
ones, or if someone works at HyVee, McD’s or elsewhere since the
chicken nuggets and French fries
boxes are a nice size, could you
please donate them to our
project? They will fit in the back
of our pickup better than all the
larger sizes. Except for the Xerox
ones, please break them down and
place them near the quilters’
tables. Thank you!
The Comfort-tiers <>< <>< <><

*No 5:30pm Saturday Service
** No 8:00 & 10:30am services nor Sunday School Classes
Midweek Classes December 7, 14, and 21 at 7:00pm
No Midweek Classes December 28 or January 4

SAVE THE DATE!
Ladies of all ages -- from our littlest ladies to our little
old ladies! -- are invited to a baby shower on Saturday,
January 28 at 10 am in the Fellowship Hall. We'll have
food and games like any baby shower, but the gifts will
be special -- every gift you bring will go to a baby in
need somewhere in the world through Lutheran World
Relief! Be watching Reflections for more information on
this special baby shower hosted by the LWML, and visit
https://lwr.org/get-involved/build-kits-of-care/baby-carekits to see how important your gifts are for babies
everywhere!
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College and post-college young adults make
up this group. The Young Adults meet for
Bible study and monthly social activities.
The young adult group will be meeting on
Monday November 28 at 4pm. We will be
covering Session 2 of “A Man Named
Martin,” highlighting Luther’s first
experiences with the Word of God in his life.

Our Redeemer Preschool Weekly Newsletter
November 14-18, 2016

David the Singing Shepherd
Director/Teacher, Kaja Mueller
Assistant, Kate Ramsey
Preschool Phone: 319-338-3949
www.ourredeemerpreschoolic.org
preschool@ourredeemer.org

Ss

Happy Birthday to Peter! Peter
turned 3 on 6-14-2016! May God
continue to bless him in this next
special year of life!

(To Row, Row, Row Your Boat)

Sing, sing, sing a song, sing a
silly song.
Singily, jingily, ringily,
swingily, won’t
you sing along?

Enjoy reading a little bit about what we get to do in
preschool!
The preschoolers still love the puppet show. This really shows off their creativity and they are doing well at
taking turns. Only two people can be at each center.
Mrs. Kaja continues to pull each child out every day to
work individually with them for about 5 minutes,
depending on the child.
Next week we will have a tornado drill on Monday
and Tuesday mornings.
CRAFT TIME
Letter S snake
Turkey feather headband
Cotton ball sheep
BIBLE LESSON
David was one of the youngest of 12 sons of Jacob in
the Old Testament. We talked this week about David
when he was a young boy, with a job to help the family. David was a shepherd, taking care of the sheep. He
would sing songs praising God, fight away lions and
bears, as well as be called to be the future king of
God’s peoples! We too have jobs, no matter what age
we are and we get to follow God’s Word in all things.

We are headed into colder weather so please
have your child bring a light zip up
sweatshirt or fleece for the playground.
Stretchy gloves or mittens would be good
too.
Temperature for the playground
Above 60—Short Sleeves
Below 60—Long Sleeve
Below 50—Coats
Below 30—Winter Attire
* Each child has their own comfort level so send
gloves as well.

SNACK NEXT WEEK you get to bring snacks and be
our line leader! M/W/F = 13 kids; T/TH= 16 kids
Monday: Peter
Tuesday: Bryson
Wed.-Friday: NO SCHOOL—Thanksgiving
You only need to bring 2 healthy food groups for snack.
If you are packing your child's lunch, remember all food
groups must be present even though they might not eat them.

Preschool’s Fall Program is coming November
21 & 22nd starting at 11:50 am and ending at
noon. It is always a fun time for the kids to
show a little bit of what they have been
learning. You can invite others to listen as well.

Thank you for great parent teacher
conferences. Always email or call if
you have questions.

We are still collecting money to
cover our classroom paints. $100
is our goal. $50 left!
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Dear friends at Our Redeemer,
We are overwhelmed, humbled and blessed by the
generous outpouring of support, love, and
encouragement you have shared with us during
our walk of faith as we trust God to provide a van
for Pastor G. Because of you, we are able to
purchase the van, without a loan. We hope to have
it by Friday, our 38th wedding anniversary. And
Pastor is even planning the night out to celebrate.
In the Gospel of John, we see the signs and
miracles Jesus performed caused people to believe
in Him. This journey has given us countless
opportunities to share what God has done - in and
through us together. When Jesus turned the water
into wine, Mary and the servants were partners in
the process and as a result, His disciples put their
faith in Him.
Thank you so much for being a part of our lives.
God bless,
Sue & Pastor G

St. Mark's United Methodist Men will distribute
approximately 42,000 pounds of potatoes to needy
families and households on Saturday, December
10th, from 9 AM to noon at the Salvation Army,
1116 Gilbert Court, Iowa City. For more
information, contact St. Mark's United Methodist
Church at 337-7201 or Art Kistler at 337-4415.
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Confirmation Classes

High School

Wednesday, November 23

rd

All Confirmation students are encouraged to attend
the Thanksgiving Eve Worship Service at 7:00 pm.
“Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good, for His
steadfast love endures forever.” Psalm 136:1





8th Grade Confirmation
Parent Meeting
Weds, Nov. 30th
at 7:00 pm
in the 8th Grade Lecture
classroom

High Schoolers are asked to help with:
Intergenerational Sunday School on
November 27th—meet in the Fellowship Hall
at 9:15 am
LWML set up for the Cookie Walk on
November 30th at 7pm in the Fellowship Hall
Earn service hours for school by helping.

**The student and at least 1 parent must attend.**
Pastor will present the requirements for:
 choosing a Confirmation Verse
 writing the Confirmation Paper
 making the Confirmation Banner
 and information about Confirmation
Questioning

Summer Youth Trips
Meeting
for all current 8th graders and high
school youth and their parents

Wednesday, November 30th
th

6 Grade — Small Group
Unit 2: God’s Grace to His People Israel
We look in 1 Kings at the division of the kingdom to
the captivity in Babylon.

Sunday, December 4th

7th Grade – Lecture
The Ten Commandments
Review the Ten Commandments in preparation for
the test.
EXAM: Weds, Dec. 7th

Wednesday, December 7th

Following late service
Youth Room
or
8:00 pm
Fellowship Hall
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OUR REDEEMER OFFICE DIRECTORY
Office: 338-5626
Fax: 338-9171 Website: http://www.ourredeemer.org
Preschool: 338-3949
Prayer Chain: 351-5297 or prayerchain@ourredeemer.org
Special Announcements Line: 338-3505
STAFF & EMAIL

PHONE NO.

STAFF & EMAIL

PHONE NO.

Brent Hartwig, Senior Pastor
bhartwig@ourredeemer.org

338-5626 (church)
337-2403 (home)

Kaja Mueller, Director of Christian Ed.
dce@ourredeemer.org

338-5626 (church)
541-4827 (cell)

Kaja Mueller, Preschool Director
Kate Ramsey, Assistant
preschool@ourredeemer.org

338-3949 (preschool)
338-5626 (church)

Andrew Wolfgram, Vicar
vicar@ourredeemer.org

338-5626 (church)

Sarah Ghabel, Bookkeeper
bookkeeper@ourredeemer.org

338-5626 (church)

Kara Hartwig, Youth Coordinator
youthcoordinator @ourredeemer.org

338-5626 (church)

Denise Holida
Director of Small Group Ministry
smallgroups@ourredeemer.org

338-5626 (church)
930-0165 (cell)

Louise Klopp, Director of Choirs
choirdirector@ourredeemer.org

338-5626 (church)

Marilyn Paetz, Organist
organist@ourredeemer.org

351-4262 (home)

Kate Ramsey, Preschool Assistant
preschoolassistant@ourredeemer.org

Kevin Sellers
Director of Technology
technology@ourredeemer.org

338-5626 (church)
631-8924 (cell)

Laurel Sellers, Office Coordinator
redeemer@ourredeemer.org

2016 Board of Elders
Bill Benson
Vaughn Davisson
Jim Eick
Myrl Holida (Chair)
Skip Kempnich
Val Penney
Denny Schrader
Arlan Thompson
Marty Wenck

338-5626 (church)

2016 Board of Directors

517-881-9848
319-648-4660
338-1293
351-4301
351-5297
354-1453
530-1562
338-2938
330-2761

President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Board of Elders
Properties
At Large

Steven Scott
Alan Meyer
Jennifer Kooker
Alan Cross
Myrl Holida
Rob Bowman
Dave Johnson
Barb Schanbacher
Kevin Roiseland

563-889-0990
319-461-1748
319-339-0175
563-506-0678
319-351-4301
319-325-8989
319-333-9606
319-351-3998
319-230-5247

DEADLINES
Reflections (printed weekly): Information must be submitted (written, typed, emailed or faxed) each Wednesday by 5:00 pm
Beacon Newsletter & Church Activities Calendar (printed monthly): Information must be submitted (written, typed, emailed or
faxed) by noon on the 20th of each month.

TELEVISION ~ RADIO
Our Redeemer Worship Service on Public Access TV Channel 18 every Wednesday at 4:00 pm.
The Lutheran Hour Television Ministries talk show “On Main Street” is shown on Public Access Television Channel 18 on
Thursdays at 1:30 pm and Sundays at 10:00 pm.
Lutheran Hour Ministries on Radio—WMT 600 AM Radio on Sunday mornings at 6:30 am, and KXEL 1540 AM Radio on
Sunday mornings at 9:30 am.

VOLUNTEER BACKGROUND SCREENING
Our Redeemer Lutheran Church has been in ministry with children and youth for almost 55 years. Our insurance carrier, Church
Mutual, strongly encourages us to promote the safest and most secure environment possible by screening all employees and volunteers, both new and existing, especially those who interact with children. Performing background checks will provide safeguards
and peace of mind to our staff, volunteers, parents, youth and children. Additional details will be forthcoming as we put this screening process in motion.
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