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First Avenue and Court Street 

Iowa City, IA  52245 
Phone: 319-338-5626 

Email:  redeemer@ourredeemer.org 

www.ourredeemer.org 

  

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church  
              And Preschool 

Weekly Newsletter - November 4/5, 2017 

~ All Saints Sunday ~ 

Targeted to the millennial generation, Unlocking the 

Mysteries of Genesis supports a Biblical worldview with 

empirical scientific evidence and offers defensible answers 

to some of the most provocative and controversial 

questions of faith and science.  Through interviews with 

leading experts, on-location investigations, insights from 

cutting-edge research, dynamic animation, and stunning 

visuals. Unlocking the Mysteries of Genesis takes viewers 

on a memorable journey through some of the most 

fascinating topics in creation science.  

November 5 

November 18-December 10 

Sunday Mornings  

9:30 am-10:15 am 

Fellowship Hall 

TODAY, Sunday, November 5 

after 10:30 am service 

The dinner, for those age 60 and older, is hosted by the Human Care 

Committee and Chef Steve Rudin has prepared his usual great meal. 

Tom Schulein will speak on “Making Some Sense of Iowa City Streets.” 

We will recognize those who had/or have significant (75, 80, 85, 90 etc.…) 

birthdays in 2017. 

It is not necessary to RSVP, just come and enjoy!!  If you have never 

attended, do so.  You’ll have a good time!!   

AND IT’S FREE! 

mailto:redeemer@ourredeemer.org
http://www.ourredeemer.org/
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FLOWER CALENDAR 

Flower calendars have moved to the  

bulletin board in the hallway next to 

the bride’s room. 

The 2018 calendar is now available 

for those would like to get their 

Sunday early. 

3 graduates still 

need an afghan! 

If you do knit or crochet, we 
could you use your skills to 
make an afghan for one of 
our graduating high school 

seniors. 

You will need to knit or crochet a twin size afghan 

(4 feet by 6 feet) personalized with the graduate’s 

high school colors. We ask you to donate your time 

and the yarn for this project.  

The blankets need to be completed by May 2018 

for the Graduate Breakfast. We also ask that you be 

present for this graduation celebration.   

Please contact Kara Hartwig at 

youthcoordinator@ourredeemer.org or 338-5626. 

There will be a TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 7 meeting in the Fellowship Hall at 7:00 pm for 

anyone who thinks they may be interested in the July 15-21 Disney trip. If you are unable 

to attend and think you may have an interest, please speak to Pastor as soon as possible. 

Time to start thinking COOKIES! 

 

The 25th Annual LWML Guild Cookie Walk will 

be Saturday, December 2nd, 9:00 am to 11:00 am. 

Please start pulling out your cookbooks or visiting 

your favorite recipe websites for the cookies you 

would like to bake. Also think about how you can 

help on Friday, December 1st and/or Saturday, 

December 2nd . Sign-up will start November 4th 

and 5th in the narthex. 

Coffee Serving 2018 

Sign your group up to serve coffee in 

2018 today! The  new 

schedule is on the 

counter in the office. 
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Vision 2020 Fundraiser 

Enjoy eating out? Dine out for Vision 2020! 

Plan a visit to Panera at 1646 Sycamore Street, Iowa City on 

Wednesday, November 15 between 4:00 pm and 8:00 pm. A 

portion of the proceeds from your purchase will be donated to Our Redeemer for Vision 2020.   

Be sure to take the flyer above or one from the office or mention to their cashier that you are dining on behalf 

of Our Redeemer Lutheran Church so  your visit is credited towards the donation total. Remember that the 

total donation is based upon the number of people who visit the bakery cafe and the sales generated during the 

event. Attendees may dine in or order to-go, and are encouraged to take bread, bagels and bakery items home. 

Guests using online ordering for our Rapid Pick-Up service may count their purchases toward the event sales, 

but they must show a cashier or manager their receipt before leaving. If you are willing to order separately, 

take more than one flyer. The more we use, the higher the percentage of sales Our Redeemer will receive.  

IT'S coming, the air has a chill, the 

days are getting shorter and the 

Holidays will soon be here. 

 The Card Shop, sponsored by 

LWML, now has Thanksgiving Day 

greeting cards.  

 Christmas cards, including some 

photo cards of Christmas time at Our 

Redeemer, will be coming soon.  

 The shop is located on the lower 

level near the entrance to the 

Fellowship Hall. Please put payment 

in the black box on the wall. 

As always, thank you for your 

support. 

Thank you to 

everyone who 

helped with the 

Reformation 

Celebration!! 
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Date Topic 

 (7:00 – 9:00 pm) 

November 16 The Sacramental Word 

January 18 Baptism Saves 

February 12 The Lord’s Supper – Part I 

March 22 The Lord’s Supper – Part II 

April 26 Kept in the True Faith 

THINKING OF PLANS FOR 

SPRING BREAK (2018)?    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Would you like to serve in Latin America? The 

Mission Comm. has chosen the site of our 

international mission trip for next year.  Lord 

willing, we plan to travel to Panama to support the 

LCMS missionary family of Pastor Gauthier.  

Tentative dates are March 10th to 17th.  Talk to 

Mission Committee member for more information 

and pray "God's will be done" regarding your 

plans. 

Along with the need for 

committees to claim and relocate 

what they have stored in the 

library before renovation, the plants must relocate. 

If you can make a home for one of the two 

remaining library plants , please have a look and 

take what you would like. Items not adopted will 

be thrown away. 

Thanks to Dave Yansky for repurposing the 

trophies! 

“The Constitution Review Committee for Iowa 

District East has completed a review of our 

congregational bylaws. In this review they have 

offered several changes for the consideration of 

the Voters. These changes are intended to 

ensure the harmony of our official documents 

with Scripture. Of the suggested changes they 

range from friendly, to suggested, to mandatory. 

After review by the Board of Directors all of the 

suggestions have been incorporated into the 

most recent Proposed Update to our Bylaws and 

a vote on these updates will occur at the 

November 19th Voters’ Meeting. Please obtain a 

copy of the updates from the church office, for 

your own review, before the meeting.” 

Room 208 

LWML Serves Meal at Hope Lodge 

(750 Hawkins Dr) 

November 13 at 5:00 pm 

Serve and visit with Hope Lodge residents. Meeting will follow in their conference 
room. For carpool from church, meet by the front door at 4:30 pm. 
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WHY SHOULD I CONSIDER WEARING 

MY NAME TAG? 

Because wearing your name tag helps – 

 others to call you by name 

 you to be known by others 

 the vicar to match a name 

with a face 

 encourage new members to 

wear their name tags 

 those who have a hard time 

remembering names 

 start conversations 

 everyone to get to know each other better 

 to identify those who are members and those who 

are visiting 

 those who think they know your name, but because 

you’re wearing your name tag, they can be sure of it. 

ANNOUNCE THE OPENING CONCERT OF THE SEASON 

For centuries, music has been used to illuminate our common understanding of what it means to be human.  We 

are born, grow through childhood to adulthood, and face our own mortality, while experiencing common rites of 

passage along the way.  This concert will feature music exploring this journey with exquisite works such as Dale 

Warland's American Child, Stephen Paulus' The Road Home, and Vaughan Williams 'exultant Toward the 

Unknown Region. 

Sunday, November 12, 7:00 PM 

Voxman Concert Hall 

Brian Young Amazing Animals 

November 12 

Sunday Morning 

9:30 am-10:15 am 

During the Bible Study hour Brian Young 

will talk about “Amazing Animals and how 

man’s intelligence can’t match the design 

found in animals.” 

Brian Young Dinosaur Presentation 

November 12 

Lunch 

Following the late service will be a lunch and a presentation 

by Brian Young on dinosaurs and how they relate to the 

Bible.  

Brian Young is a nationally known speaker, author of several books, and founder of Creation Instruction 

Association. He has written for various magazines and journals. Brian also served as a teacher and principal 

for ten years. He currently speaks on creation vs. evolution, as well as scientific creation as a foundation for 

good science, theology, and moral living. He also debates in universities.  

Sign up to join Brian for pizza and dinosaurs 
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Our Redeemer Preschool Weekly Newsletter 
October 30—November 3, 2017  

God is with us wherever we go!  
Director/Teacher, Kaja Mueller   Assistants,  Sara Cross & Sheena White 

Preschool Phone: 319-338-3949     www.ourredeemerpreschoolic.org     preschool@ourredeemer.org 

There is a box outside the preschool where you can drop off items. If it is a larger item, 

please contact Kaja Mueller, Director. Preschool will receive 50% of the profit from 

these donated items that are sold at Stuff. All items given to Stuff will be a donation if 

they cannot sell them.  If desired, you can make an appointment on your own and donate 

up to two storage tubs full of items on your own. Consigner No. #38168 

In our JESUS TIME, we talked about how Jacob 

had a big family, 12 sons! But they were often 

unkind to each other. Joseph was Jacob’s favor-

ite son and his brothers did not like that very 

much. Joseph was given dreams by God. He 

was able to understand them and his brothers 

did not like that either. They sold him into slav-

ery, but god protected him. When Joseph was a 

man, he was in charge of many things in Egypt. 

When his brothers needed help, Joseph forgave 

them for being so mean and helped them. Like 

Joseph’s brothers, we also sin and are mean. 

Jesus forgives our sins when we do wrong 

things. He teaches us to pray, “forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us.”  

CRAFT this week was, “What Is Inside A Pump-

kin” and a jellyfish.  

The SCIENCE CENTER has changed to the light 

table. Children can turn the table on and off and 

place an assortment of items that hides light, col-

or light, and shape light.  

Our LIBRARY is filled with our fall and Thanks-

giving books.  

The SENSORY TABLE has water beads! Non-

toxic and biodegradable.  

During our TEACHER TIME, your child worked 

on the letter Jj, number 3, and assessments for 

parent teacher conferences. 

Letter Jj  Number 3 THREE M.W.F = 17 children  T.TH = 14 children 

Shop Online: scholastic.com/readingclub 

Class Code: MQWNQ 

 

Dear Families, 

You can shop and submit your order online or send the 

printed order form with payment directly to me. I will place 

the order on Friday. No matter how you order, every purchase 

you make earns FREE books and educational supplies for our 

classroom. The arrival of the book box is always a highlight-

thanks for making it happen! Happy reading! 

 

Ordering online is fast and easy:  scholastic.com/readingclub 

  ENTER the one-time Class Activation Code (top of this letter) 

  SHOP from a carefully curated selection of the best books  

  SUBMIT your order and earn FREE Books for our classroom 

  All book orders will be shipped to our classroom so we can celebrate 

the joy of reading together! 

Around a tree around a 

tree, that’s the way to 

make a three!  

http://www.scholastic.com/readingclub
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POTATO DISTRIBUTION 

St. Mark's United Methodist Men will distribute 

approximately 42,000 pounds of potatoes to 

needy families and households on Saturday, 

November 11th, from 9 am to noon at the 

Salvation Army, 1116 Gilbert Court, Iowa City. 

For more information, contact St. Mark's United 

Methodist Church at 337-7201 or Art Kistler at 

337-4415. 

 Our Redeemer saves money on the loan that will be 

assumed when the major construction gets underway if 

we can produce at least 70 investors from the 

congregation. Not only are the loan fees waived by 

attaining the first level (worth at least $7500 in savings), 

but depending on the tier, a rebate on the loan rate saves 

money over the life of the loan. 

 

Below is a chart that shows the number of investors 

needed for each rebate level.  Currently there are 46 

investors and 24 more would be needed to reach level 

one (as of October 18).  

Invest for the future and save 

money for the church at the 

same time! 

Investments have very competitive rates, particularly 

for the young investors or first time investors. See chart 

to the left. As little as $25 opens an account for your 

kids or grandkids. Even if the grandkids do not go to 

Our Redeemer they count—just list Our Redeemer as 

the member congregation. Each child counts as one 

investor and husband and wife count as two on either a 

joint account or if they choose to invest separately. 

 

There are brochures with application forms in the office 

or online at lcef.org. Carole White (card below) can 

answer further questions. 
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Our Redeemer Youth Pie Fundraiser 

  
    Saturday, November 11

th
   

between 11:00 am—12:30 pm 

in the Fellowship Hall 

 
 

     The High School Youth of Our Redeemer Lutheran Church 

will be selling  homemade unbaked, frozen apple pies:  

Dutch Apple (crumb topping) and Double Crust Apple. 

  

 There will also be a limited quantity of peach pies available, as supplies last. 
 
 

Due to limited freezer space at the church, please plan to purchase your pies on  

Sat, Nov. 11th between 11 am—12:30 pm. 
 

Any questions? Call #319-338-5626  OR email:  youthcoordinator@ourredeemer.org 

Cost:  $12 per pie 
 

 Dutch Apple  
 Double Crust Apple 

The library is now closed for 

checking out materials. 
 

AND 
 

Please return all materials 

by NOVEMBER 10
TH

 

 
As you can see, some packing has already taken place, along 

with the removal of some of the library furnishings.  It will 

continue to change until the library is empty before December 

1st. 
 

In order to move the big conference table, it will be disassembled 

on Wed., November 8th. Leftover items on that table will be 

disposed of at that time.  Make sure your belongings are claimed 

before then.  There might be a plant or two left, if you want one. 
 

It is sad that our library will be put to bed for awhile.  In the 

meantime, we surely appreciate your patience.  After our 

renovation is complete, we should be up and running again as 

soon as possible.   
 

It has been a pleasure to work with Pastor, Vicar, Our Redeemer 

staff, and the Vision 20/20 team, while our transition renovation 

process moves forward.   
 

Rita Johnson, Our Redeemer Librarian 

Our Redeemer Family, 

Our family has finally found a house 

near Ron’s work in Pleasant Hill (near 

Des Moines).  He has commuted for 

two years and we will be happy to live 

closer and have more hours together as 

a family.  Our church family has been a 

very important part of our lives these 

past seven years and we will truly miss 

you.  We will come back to visit as 

often as we can and expect to hear 

from anyone coming our way.  We will 

have plenty of room for 

guests.  Continue to reach out to our 

community and always be thankful for 

our pastors and their families.  We 

have asked Pastor Hartwig to say a 

prayer of blessing over us during  

Sunday services on November 12. 

Ron, Becky and Claire Behrens 

534 Christie Ln 

Pleasant Hill, IA 

mailto:youthcoordinator@ourredeemer.org
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Building Healthy Families: They number 253,910 in Iowa. They are 8.1% of Iowa’s population. There 

might be one sitting next to you right now! For many years, including today, Iowans have volunteered to 

serve to protect our nation and our freedom in numbers proportionally larger than most states. Look around 

and find a Veteran. Thank him (or her) for their service, on behalf of the many who have benefited from their 

dedication and selfless sacrifice. May God grant peace in the world, and may He bestow His abiding peace in 

the hearts, minds and lives of all who have served.  

 

Lutheran Family Service  

Learn more at LFSiowa.org  

SHARE YOUR MUSICAL TALENTS! 

Both choir and bell choir would love new members. Choir practices 

Wednesdays at 6:45 pm in the music room—come and join.  

Bell choir polls members to find free weekends and practice times so 

this is not an every week commitment. Bell experience is not 

necessary. Ability to read music is helpful. Contact Louise Klopp to 

join or for more information. 

Praise Team will hold three jam sessions for anyone interested—

November 26, January 7 and March 4. These will all take place in the 

sanctuary from 12:00-1:00 pm. Come for just these sessions or come to 

see if you want to join the Praise Team. 

Louise Klopp 319-530-2368 or harmoniousglass@gmail.com 

October 30, 2017 

Dear Friends in Christ: 

You are invited to the Annual Meeting of Lutheran Family Service which will take place on Monday, 

December 4th  at the Lutheran Family Service Ministry Center in Fort Dodge, 2309th Avenue North, Fort 

Dodge, IA 50501, beginning at 1:00 pm. 

Plan to join with other Iowa Lutherans to celebrate God’s historic and current work through LFS with a 

presentation of the year in review. 

As part of the official business of the annual meeting, we will be electing LFS board members from 

designated areas around the state. 

Your participation in  the election is extremely helpful to our process. Vote by asking your church office for a 

ballot, complete it, and mail to Lutheran Family Service, 409 Kenyon Rd, Ste C, Fort Dodge, IA 50501 by 

Thursday, November 30th. 

Thank you, and may our Gracious God continue to bless and keep you in His service, including in this 

ministry of service we share through LFS! 

Rev. Max Philips 
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Help the Crisis Center spread joy this season with a donation to Project 

Holiday!  

Project Holiday is the Crisis Center’s annual holiday meal distribution which takes 

place the week before Christmas each year. The goal behind this drive is to provide 

families with the ingredients they need to create their own family traditions. Each 

year, the Crisis Center provides meals for over 1,700 families in our community.  

         Will you help us spread joy this holiday season? Your $25 contribution 

covers the cost of the meal for one family, including a turkey, ham, or other 

entrée item, sides, vegetables, and a variety of other grocery items needed to 

prepare a holiday feast. You can help us brighten the holidays for hundreds of our neighbors in need.  

Please contact Julia Erickson, Stewardship and Events Coordinator with questions regarding Project Holiday 

at 319-351-2726 ext. 105 or julia-erickson@jccrisiscenter.org. 

Happy Holidays, 

The Crisis Center of Johnson County 

STEWARDSHIP CORNER 
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Confirmation Classes High School  
 Wednesday, November 8h at 6:45 pm 

6th Grade—Small Group 
Unit 2: God’s Grace to His People Israel 

 1 Samuel 1-10: Hannah prays for a son, and God blesses 
her with Samuel who she gives to the LORD. Samuel 
serves under the priest Eli.  Eli’s sons are wicked and are 
killed in battle. God reveals Himself to Samuel. The 
Israelites ask for a king. Saul is anointed king of Israel. 

   

7th Grade—Small Group 
The Ten Commandments 
We will study the 7th through 10th Commandments 
which are part of the 2nd Table of the Law.  When we 
obey these commandments, we honor God by being 
content with what God has given us. We do not steal or 
covet (envy/desire) what is not our’s. 
MEMORY DUE:  none 

   

8th Grade—Lecture 
The Apostle’s Creed 
The Apostle’s Creed consists of three Articles (or parts).  
We will be looking at the First Article which talks about 
God the Father who gives life and preserves it.  God 
gives us everything we need for life. 
PARENT MEETING:  Wednesday, November 29th at  
6:45 pm in the Lecture classroom 

Sign up for  

Youth Worship Weekend 

November 11th—12th  

Confirmation and High School Youth will be helping with all three worship services on Youth Worship Weekend. 
 

Confirmation students can earn Confirmation Points for helping with Youth Worship Weekend.   
 

Confirmation Youth:  Greeters and ushers 
High School Youth:    Youth Praise Team member (sing or play an instrument), Bible lesson readers, or skit actors 
 

Youth MUST sign up to help serve at Youth Worship.  Sign up online through Signup Genius at: 
www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0c4fa8a62aa2fa7-youth2 

 Pie Making Day for the Pie Sale Fundraiser 

All Confirmation and High School Youth Families are needed to make pies on Saturday, November 11th  

from 8:00 am until 12:30 pm in the church kitchen. 

This fundraiser supports the Confirmation and High School Youth (6th—12th grades) programs. 

Youth Skit and 

Youth Praise Team 

Rehearsals 

 
 
 
REHEARSAL DATES for High School Youth: 

 Sun, Nov. 5th from 5:00 pm—8:00 pm (pizza 
& rehearsal) 

 Weds, Nov. 8th from 6:45 pm—8:00 pm 
 Sat, Nov. 11th from 3:00 pm—5:00 pm (then 

stay for Saturday worship @5:30 pm)  
 Sun, Nov. 12th starting at 7:00 am (then stay 

for Sunday worship services)  
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OUR REDEEMER OFFICE DIRECTORY 
 

Office: 338-5626       Fax:  338-9171 Website:  http://www.ourredeemer.org            Preschool:  338-3949 

Prayer Chain:  351-5297 or prayerchain@ourredeemer.org            Special Announcements Line:  338-3505 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

     

 
 

 
 
 

                  2017 Board of Elders  

Bill Benson    517-881-9848   

Vaughn Davisson   319-648-4660 

Jim Eick     338-1293 

Myrl Holida (Chair)      351-4301  
Skip Kempnich    351-5297 

Val Penney    354-1453 

Denny Schrader    461-7318 

Arlan Thompson   338-2938 

Marty Wenck    330-2761 
 

DEADLINES 

Reflections (printed weekly):  Information must be submitted (written, typed, emailed or faxed) each Wednesday by 5:00 pm 

 

Beacon Newsletter & Church Activities Calendar (printed monthly):  Information must be submitted (written, typed, emailed or 

faxed) by noon on the 20th of each month. 

TELEVISION ~ RADIO 

Our Redeemer Worship Service on Public Access TV Channel 18 every Wednesday at 4:00 pm. 

 

The Lutheran Hour Television Ministries talk show “On Main Street” is shown on Public Access Television Channel 18 on 

Thursdays at 1:30 pm and Sundays at 10:00 pm. 

 

Lutheran Hour Ministries on Radio—WMT 600 AM Radio on Sunday mornings at 6:30 am, and KXEL 1540 AM Radio on 

Sunday mornings at 9:30 am.  For more information on Lutheran Hour Ministries go to www.LHM.org.  

 

VOLUNTEER BACKGROUND SCREENING 

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church has been in ministry with children and youth for almost 55 years.  Our insurance carrier, Church 

Mutual, strongly encourages us to promote the safest and most secure environment possible by screening all employees and volun-

teers, both new and existing, especially those who interact with children.  Performing background checks will provide safeguards 

and peace of mind to our staff, volunteers, parents, youth and children. Additional details will be forthcoming as we put this screen-

ing process in motion.  

STAFF & EMAIL PHONE NO.          STAFF & EMAIL PHONE NO.          

Brent Hartwig, Senior Pastor 

bhartwig@ourredeemer.org 
338-5626 (church) 

337-2403 (home)  
Kaja Mueller, Director of Christian Ed. 

dce@ourredeemer.org 
338-5626 (church) 

541-4827 (cell) 
    

Kaja Mueller, Preschool Director 

preschool@ourredeemer.org  
338-3949 (preschool) 

338-5626 (church) 

Luke Scheele, Vicar 

vicar@ourredeemer.org 

338-5626 (church) 

    

Sara Cross, Preschool Assistant T/Th 

preschoolassistant@ourredeemer.org 
338-3949 (preschool) Sarah Ghabel, Bookkeeper 

bookkeeper@ourredeemer.org 
338-5626 (church) 

    

Kara Hartwig, Youth Coordinator 

youthcoordinator@ourredeemer.org 

338-5626 (church) Denise Holida  

Director of Small Group Ministry 

smallgroups@ourredeemer.org 

338-5626 (church) 

930-0165 (cell) 

    

Louise Klopp, Director of Choirs  

choirdirector@ourredeemer.org 
338-5626 (church) Marilyn Paetz, Organist  

organist@ourredeemer.org 
351-4262 (home) 

    

Marnie Schrader, Children’s Ministry 

childrensministry@ourredeemer.org 

319-530-1563 (cell) Kevin Sellers 

Director of Technology 

technology@ourredeemer.org 

338-5626 (church) 

631-8924 (cell) 

Laurel Sellers, Office Coordinator 

redeemer@ourredeemer.org 
338-5626 (church) Sheena White, Preschool Assistant M/W/F 

preschoolassistant@ourredeemer.org 
338-3949 (preschool) 

2017 Board of Directors 

President   Steven Scott  563-889-0990 

Vice President  Alan Meyer  319-461-1748 

Secretary   Jennifer Kooker  319-339-0175 

Treasurer   Larry Freeman  319-400-8356 

Board of Elders  Myrl Holida  319-351-4301 

Properties   Rob Bowman  319-325-8989 

At Large   Dave Johnson  319-333-9606 

    Barb Schanbacher 319-351-3998 

    Kevin Roiseland 319-230-5247 

http://www.ourredeemer.org/
mailto:prayerchain@ourredeemer.org
mailto:bhartwig@ourredeemer.org
mailto:kaja@ourredeemer.org
mailto:preschoolassistant@ourredeemer.org
mailto:bookkeep@ourredeemer.org
mailto:smallgroups@ourredeemer.org
mailto:choirdirector@ourredeemer.org
mailto:organist@ourredeemer.org
mailto:technology@ourredeemer.org
mailto:preschoolassistant@ourredeemer.org

