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First Avenue and Court Street 

Iowa City, IA  52245 
Phone: 319-338-5626 

Email:  redeemer@ourredeemer.org 

www.ourredeemer.org 

  

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church  
              And Preschool 

Weekly Newsletter - September 9/10, 2017 

~ Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost ~ 

All Midweek classes resume on September 

13, 2017 at 6:45 pm,  except adult class 

which starts at 7:00 pm. There will be a 

meal that night at 6:00 pm. 

 

Menu: 

 Baked Potato Bar 

 Dessert 

 Drinks 

 

Pick up a 2017-2018 Equipping 

Disciples book in the narthex 

Rally Day is Sunday, September 10 with a 

potluck at noon. All Sunday school 

classes, including adult, will meet in 

the sanctuary at 9:15 am. Confirmation 

Orientation will follow the meal for 

confirmation students and their parents. 

Presentations for 3 year olds, 1st graders, 3rd 

graders, 6th graders, and juniors will take 

place during late service. 

THY WILL BE DONE 

September 10 

Sunday Morning Adult Bible Class 

9:15am-10:15 am 

Sanctuary 

 

The theme of the 2017-2018 Equipping Disciples book is 

“Thy Will Be Done.” When we look at Luther’s meaning for 

the third petition of the Lord’s Prayer we find that it says,  

“The good and gracious will of God is done even without 

our prayer, but we pray in this petition that it may be done 

among us also.” 

As we go about our lives, we are reminded that everything 

we have, our lives, possessions, and especially salvation, are 

all things that God gives to us according to His good and 

gracious will.  

Thus as we pray for what we want and need, we know that all 

things are in God’s Will, that He orchestrates all that has and 

will happen. We know that God works all things in His time.  

All services 

mailto:redeemer@ourredeemer.org
http://www.ourredeemer.org/
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Building Healthy Families: I think I can, I think I can, I think I 

can…. Remember this repeating line from the children’s book The 

Little Engine That Could? Yesterday and still today the story lines 

and themes of popular books, songs, movies or TV shows give 

ample opportunity to begin a conversation with a young person that 

will influence their thinking and faith development. I think I can… 

provides a great opening for sharing how many times I can’t, but 

that all things are possible with God. One episode of The 

Bachelorette provides multiple opportunities to talk with your teen 

about how to choose a spouse and what’s really important to look 

for in a marriage partner. Keep your eyes and ears open for 

opportunities to share. Learn more at LFSiowa.org 

CHURCH PICTORIAL 

DIRECTORY-PHOTO 

UPDATE 

The Assimilation Committee is 

offering photo sessions to take pictures 

for the member directory. Perhaps you 

have never had your photo taken for 

the directory or would like to have a 

new one. You will also have the 

opportunity to update contact 

information listed in the directory. 

An Assimilation committee member 

will be available in the library 

immediately following each of the 

three services on the weekends of 

September 16 and 17 and October 7 

and 8. The member directory is a very 

helpful tool for putting names and 

faces together, so stop by and have 

your photo taken!  

If you wish to use a digital photo of 

your own email to 

redeemer@ourredeemer.org. 

davehorn@burningbushleague.com 
www.burningbushleague.com 

952-200-9724 
 

I am a Lutheran pastor, singer/songwriter and fingerstyle 
guitarist who proclaims the Gospel in music and story. 

I have served parishes in North Dakota, Alaska and Minnesota, 

and spent three years as a US Navy Chaplain on active duty in 

the Pacific.  

Since 2008 my wife, Sabra, and I have lived full-time on the 
road calling our 5th wheel trailer home. Our mission is twofold: 
to serve as a resource with others in their ministries and 
present original music throughout the service that will direct 
your attention to the riches of the Gospel through lyrics that 
teach and music that brings peace.   

On Sunday, September 17, I will be at all three of the Our 
Redeemer  services sharing the Gospel 

 

DaveDave  

HornHorn  

Children’s 

Choir with 

Allison 

Haack 

begins 

rehearsals 

on Sunday, 

September 

17 at 10:15 am in the Music 

Room. This group is for 

kindergarten through eighth grade. 
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Small Group Ministry Mission Statement:  
To grow in grace using our spiritual gifts, 
through good stewardship for the benefit of 
the group so that the body of Christ may be 
built up. 

CHALLENGE 
September 24, 2017 

Following Late Service in  the 
Fellowship Hall 

 

THIS EVENT IS EXCELLENT 
FOR OUTREACH! 

 

Trivia Challenges are informal, fun 

competitions where teams battle to see who 

has the greatest knowledge of trivia.  

We will begin this event with a potluck of 

appetizers and hors d’oeuvres that can be 

snacked upon throughout the challenge.  

Invite your friends and family, form a team, 

and host a party where the place and the 

entertainment are provided.  

Call 338-5626 for more information. 
 

SIGN UP IN THE CHURCH OFFICE! 

Upcoming Event for Small Group Ministry ... 

2017 FALL MISSION AUCTION 

OCTOBER 8
th 

Just a reminder that the Mission 

Auction is fast approaching. 

Please consider items you can 

donate for this fundraiser. Our 

focus is new items, hand-

crafted items, service and/or 

gift certificates rather than used 

items. 

The funds raised will help defray the cost of mission 

trips for the participants.  

The funds raised will also help support domestic and 

foreign missions. 

Further information can be 

obtained from any Mission 

Committee member: 

Denise Holida 

Miriam Meyer  

      (Committee Chair) 

Anita Nicholson 

Val Penney 

Robert Powers  

Joe Robinson 

WOMEN’S BETH MOORE The New Testament believers carried the Spirit 

of God as they walked along the shores of Thessalonica, just as you carry that light today. 

Your circumstances and conditions are not coincidental in your journey. God's timing is 

impeccable. Join Beth on the Thessalonian shores as you face real crises, real medical 

diagnoses, real afflictions, real relationships, real doubts, real concerns, and real fears. Let 

the tide wash your eyes with fresh vision. Don't let pride or timidity come between you and 

the presence of God. Press in tightly. This is your journey to the shores of Thessalonica 

where you'll write your name in the sand.   

Sign up sheets are in the office for both the Tuesday morning 9:30-11:30 am and the Thursday evening 7:00-

9:00 pm groups. Both start the third full week of September with dates listed for both on the forms. 
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Our Redeemer Preschool Weekly Newsletter 
September 5-8, 2017 

First Week of School! 
Director/Teacher, Kaja Mueller    Assistants,  Sara Cross & Sheena White 

Preschool Phone: 319-338-3949     www.ourredeemerpreschoolic.org     preschool@ourredeemer.org 

Room Open Day 

RALLY DAY 

8:00 am until Noon 

September 10th. 

In our JESUS TIME, we introduced the Bible 
is, God, and  Jesus. Pastor Hartwig and Vicar 
Scheele will start coming down to visit and 
talk with our preschoolers next week.  

For our CRAFT this week, we offered an   
apple craft—painting and stamping. 

The BOOKS I read during class this week all 
had to do with manners, staying safe, and 
being friends. We will continue with this 
theme so we can talk with the children about 
how we get to act in preschool and why.  

The BOOKMOBILE will come to our pre-
school the 1st Wednesday of the month. 
Please send your child’s library card if you 
would like them to check out during class. 
They will be here from 11:30 am -12:30pm. 
Anyone can come during these times and 
check out books.  

We love to SING in all we do. We have our 
color songs and alphabet songs, as well as 
circle songs, Jesus songs, fun songs, and silly 
songs.  Look at your newsletter each week 
for something new! 

We are LEARNING :  

 Standing in line 

 Respecting others 

 Sharing 

 Putting things away 

 Patience! 

 

Happy birthday to KEAN! He 
turned 5 on 9-4-2017! May 
God continue to bless him in 
this next special year of life!  

We had a great first 

week at preschool 

welcoming all our 

preschool students!  

M.W.F = 18 children 

T.TH = 13 children 

Shop Online: scholastic.com/readingclub 
One-Time Class Activation Code: MQWNQ 

 

Dear 
Families, 
 
You can shop and submit your order online or send the printed order 
form with payment directly to me. I will place the order on Friday. No 
matter how you order, every purchase you make earns FREE books 
and educational supplies for our classroom. The arrival of the book 
box is always a highlight-thanks for making it happen! Happy reading! 
 
Ordering online is fast and easy:  scholastic.com/readingclub 

  ENTER the one-time Class Activation Code (top of this letter) 

  SHOP from a carefully curated selection of the best books  

  SUBMIT your order and earn FREE Books for our classroom 

  All book orders will be shipped to our classroom so we can 

celebrate the joy of reading together! 

Move It! Dig It! Do It! 

Sunday, September 17th, 2017   11 am – 5 pm 

http://www.scholastic.com/readingclub
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JOIN OUR REDEEMER KIDS-

MAKE A NOISY OFFERING! 

Noisy offerings will be 

collected during the 

Saturday, September 16 

and Sunday, September 

17 services. The children 

of the congregation are asked to bring their 

offerings that they have collected in the banks that 

they were given during the Immeasurably More  

campaign. “Big kids” are encouraged to throw 

their loose change in the buckets as well during 

this second offering to help the Immeasurably 

More receipts grow. As the banks are emptied and 

coins put in the bucket, it makes a clanging noise 

and that is why it is called the “Noisy Offering.” 

Yes, we are making a joyful noise unto the Lord! 

(Psalm 66:1) 

School Kits need (all new) 

Four 70-sheet notebooks of wide or college ruled paper, 

approximately  8x10 ½”; no loose leaf paper.  

One 30cm/inches ruler 

One pencil sharpener 

One blunt scissors 

Five unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers, secured with rubber band 

Five ballpoint pens (no gel), secured with rubber band 

One box of 16 or 24 crayons 

One 2 ½” eraser 

Backpacks are sewn for these items to go into 

  Approximate cost to ship one School Kit overseas is $1.40. 

Personal Care Kits need 

One light-weight bath-sized towel (between 20”x40” and 52”x27” ), dark color preferred 

Two bath-size bars soap in original wrappings, any brand (4-5oz) 

One adult sized toothbrush in wrapping or from multipacks with each in a 

business sized envelope 

One sturdy comb 

One metal nail clippers 

  Approximate cost to ship one Personal Care Kit overseas is $2.65. 

LWML is collecting the items listed below for the Lutheran World 

Relief Kits that will be packed and sent in October.   Please see below 

what all is needed.   Items may be placed in the blue tubs in the 

downstairs hallway across from the kitchen. Thank you SO MUCH 

for all that you do----the LWML appreciates it and the families who 

receive these appreciate it!! 

Sunday, September 16 

Following 10:30 am service 

Fellowship Hall 

  

The purpose of the September meeting shall be 

elections of members of boards and committees for 

the following calendar year, progress reports by the 

boards and committees, and transaction of such 

other business as may come before the meeting.   
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We have several openings for ushers in both 

early and late services. All males (high school 

and older) are asked to consider taking an 

usher position. You usher one service, once a 

month. If interested in early service see or call 

Dave Fruendt (338-5546). If interested in late 

service see or call Dave Hintze (351-5873). 

Thanks in advance for volunteering.  

Rub a Dub Dub, fill the tub for LWR.  Soap is 

needed all around the world so let's gather for 

lather!    

No one likes to be dirty.  A brand new bar of soap lets 

someone present him or herself with dignity, keep hands 

clean and stay healthy. Those simple things are some of 

the very building blocks to success. We will be collecting 

soap from September 1st until October 1st for Lutheran 

World Relief. Please place your donated soap in the red 

tub in the Narthex.   LWR 

accepts new bars of any 

brand, in its original 

wrapping.  Bath-size bars 

(4 to 5 oz.) are highly 

preferred.  Thank you so 

much for your generosity!! 

 

Salad Supper and convention report 
highlight the 6:00 pm, Monday, 

September 18 meeting of the LWML. 

Carol Schuldt will have devotions. 

Eunice Scheer and Bev Prem will be 

hostesses. All women of the 

congregation are encouraged to 

attend. 

Portals of Prayer October-December available at the Welcome Center 

The Chamber 

Singers of Iowa City 

will be having a 

Garage Sale at Our 

Redeemer Lutheran 

Church on Saturday, 

September 30 from 

8 am -3 pm.  If you 

have items you 

would like to donate for the sale, you may drop them off 

on Thursday, September 28 and Friday, September 29 

from 6:30-9:30 both nights.  There will be also be a bake 

sale that day.  The profits are used to continue to support 

the group in presenting the finest of choral music to the 

region.  Thank you. 

 

Please let the church office know if you can 

help with cleaning the church from 

Wednesday, September 27 until Wednesday, 

October 4 while the Manarys are on vacation.  

Set your own hours - $15.36 per hour. 

Martin Luther: The Idea That 

Changed the World 

September 12, 2017 

7:00pm 

IPTV 

 

Martin Luther’s life and the impact his 

ideas had on the course of Western history 

are examined. 
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Come and join us after the 10:30 service on October 15 to 

fellowship and get to know each other a little better by 

listening to and/or sharing your favorite vacation experience!  

This is your chance to plan vacations for you and/or your family 

simply by hearing what others have to say about their experiences.  We can all be listeners, 

but, hopefully, you’re also willing to share.  If so, please respond by Oct.1 to the following 

questions which will help us plan for a fun exchange of travel suggestions! Also, plan to bring 

an appetizer to share. Beverages will be provided by your Assimilation Committee hosts. 

Circle one:    

     Listener only     (Please fill out 1. and 2. below.)      

     Sharer of travel tales    (Please fill out 1., 2., and 3 below, then keep the     

       information below the “Cut here” line.) 

1.)  Name(s): _______________________________________   Phone: __________ 

2.)  Number planning to attend: ______ (adults)      ______ (children) 

3.)  Your favorite vacation destination: _______________________________ 

PLEASE PUT THE ABOVE INFORMATION IN COMMUNICATIONS BOX #372 by OCT.1.  

 

Cut here: --------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

That’s all we need to know, but……  

to prepare for your 5-10 minutes sharing time, please include the following information so 

that everyone gets a quick overview of your trip. 

 Highlights of the trip    Challenges of the trip 

 Approximate cost of the trip  Suggestions if you’d go again 

Bring about 5 photos to share and any brochures or printed information you may have. Please 

fill out a second sheet if you have another favorite vacation experience to share in case we 

have time at the event to hear about second-choices travel suggestions. 

     

  PLEASE BRING AN APPETIZER TO SHARE.  BEVERAGES WILL BE PROVIDED. 
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Preschool 1 Assistant 

Kristin Anfinson 

Toddlin' Class 

Emily Lenhart  

Preschool 1 

Diane Amundson 

1st/2ndGrade Class 

Paula Caylor  

6th/7th/8thGrade Class 

Josiah Coblentz 

Music 

Aaron Mueller 

Sunday School Superintendent 

Kelli Kucera  

High School 

Julie Van Zante 

5th Grade Class 

Sarah Cross  

High School 

Kara Hartwig 

Preschool 22 

Angela Hotz  

Toddlin' Class 

Jonie Murken 

Kindergarten Class 

Heather Bernhard 

Kindergarten Class 

Amy Guhl 

3rd/4th Grade Class 

Kate Ramsey 

Sunday School Superintendent 

Crissy Pence 
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Art Schwarting 

8th Grade Boys  

Small Group 

Chris Schwarz 

7th Grade Boys  

Small Group 

Vicar Scheele 

7th Grade Confirmation 

6th Grade Boys Small Group 

Kate Bolton 

8th Grade Girls Small Group 

Pastor Hartwig 

6th Grade Confirmation 

8th Grade Confirmation 

Kevin Sellers 

High School Midweek 

Kara Hartwig 

High School Midweek  

Denise Schwarting 

6th Grade Girls 

Small Group 

Tammy Bower 

7th Grade Girls  

Small Group 
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SEPTEMBER LIBRARY NOTIFICATION:    

 

We look forward, with great anticipation and excitement, to the library part of our Vision 20/20 renovation 

project, beginning soon.  Before we embark on this renovation, please read the following: 

 

The librarian is asking that you return all library materials that are checked out, to avoid overdue notices.  

(books and DVDs).  Please check your home libraries.  You may have forgotten you or your family still have 

items.  Countless materials are way past due.  *Overdue notices will be placed in communication boxes 

by the first week of October. 

 

You may still check out materials, but keep in mind, for a very limited time.   

*Deadline for ALL RETURNS is November 10. 

 

Starting *September 11th. No more donations will be accepted, until further notice.   

 

If you use the back cabinets, next to the big conference table for storing supplies, those must be cleared out.  

*Deadline for removal of those supplies, is NOVEMBER 10   

 

Please contact Rita Johnson, who will be compiling a list of volunteers needed for manpower and muscle. 

(Dates to be determined).   

 

319-358-8972 

johnsonrk@mchsi.com, 
Communication box 153 

Again – Thank you in advance for your cooperation. We will be sending out future updates. 

 

*Sept 11 –  Deadline for accepting library donations 

*Oct 1 –  Over due notices will be sent out 

*Nov 10 –  Deadline for books & DVD returns 

*Nov 10 –  Deadline to remove supplies & items from back cabinets. 

1st/2nd Grade Crosstown 

Merri Mullane  

3rd/4th/5th Grade Faith Explorers 

T. J. Ramsey 

Little Lambs 

Aaron Mueller 
1st/2nd Grade Crosstown 

Karen Warner 

mailto:johnsonrk@mchsi.com
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FALL YOUTH KICKOFF: 

Sunday, September 10th  

Starts following Rally Day lunch ~ 1:00 p.m. 
 

INCLUDES 

CONFIRMATION ORIENTATION 

6
th

, 7
th

 and 8
th

 Graders and Parents 

 Bring your completed Acolyte Schedule 

form 

 Be ready to be fitted for an Acolyte 

robe  

 Parents, be prepared to sign up for 

volunteer/chaperone activities (bring 

your calendar) 
 

AND 
 

HIGH SCHOOL BACK TO SCHOOL 

9
th

 - 12
th

 Graders 

 Bring your calendars to add dates and 

check your availability  

 Learn more about the District Youth 

Gathering in Omaha in November  

 Be ready for activities and games 

September 13th 
ALL MIDWEEK CLASSES START 

1st night of Confirmation classes and  
High School Midweek 

 

Meal at 6:00pm 

Rally Day Sunday 
on September 10th 

Special Opening in the Sanctuary 
at 9:15 am  

Dismiss to Sunday School classrooms 
following opening 

 

All Sunday School ages will gather in the sanctuary at 9:15 
am for an opening by Pastor, music, and dismissal to 
appropriate rooms.  Following Sunday School, a Milestone 
Presentation will occur during the 10:30 am Worship 
Service. 
 

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church’s Children’s & Youth 
Ministry is pleased to provide our students with materials to 
aid in their spiritual growth. 

 3 year olds— My First Bible Story Book 
1st Graders— ESV Children's Bible 
3rd Graders— Timeless Bible Truths 
6th Graders— ESV Lutheran Study Bible, Luther’s Small 

Catechism, and a Confirmation carrying bag 
11th Graders— High School Devotional Book 
 

 

The Rally Day Lunch (bring a dish to share) will follow the 
10:30 am worship service in the Fellowship Hall. 

6th Grade Fall Confirmation Retreat 
Fri, Sept 15th—Sat, Sept 16th 

Overnight retreat at Our Redeemer 
Includes Lesson 1 and 2 

 

Register during Confirmation Orientation on Sept 10th 
 

All 6th graders are expected to attend. 

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH 
 

District Youth Gathering   
Omaha, NE  
Nov. 17-19 

 
Registration forms and payment will be  

due by September 24! 
 

Find out more information at the Fall Youth Kickoff 
on Sun, Sept. 10th at 1:00 pm. 
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OUR REDEEMER OFFICE DIRECTORY 
 

Office: 338-5626       Fax:  338-9171 Website:  http://www.ourredeemer.org            Preschool:  338-3949 

Prayer Chain:  351-5297 or prayerchain@ourredeemer.org            Special Announcements Line:  338-3505 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

     

 
 

 
 
 

                  2017 Board of Elders  

Bill Benson    517-881-9848   

Vaughn Davisson   319-648-4660 

Jim Eick     338-1293 

Myrl Holida (Chair)      351-4301  
Skip Kempnich    351-5297 

Val Penney    354-1453 

Denny Schrader    461-7318 

Arlan Thompson   338-2938 

Marty Wenck    330-2761 
 

DEADLINES 

Reflections (printed weekly):  Information must be submitted (written, typed, emailed or faxed) each Wednesday by 5:00 pm 

 

Beacon Newsletter & Church Activities Calendar (printed monthly):  Information must be submitted (written, typed, emailed or 

faxed) by noon on the 20th of each month. 

TELEVISION ~ RADIO 

Our Redeemer Worship Service on Public Access TV Channel 18 every Wednesday at 4:00 pm. 

 

The Lutheran Hour Television Ministries talk show “On Main Street” is shown on Public Access Television Channel 18 on 

Thursdays at 1:30 pm and Sundays at 10:00 pm. 

 

Lutheran Hour Ministries on Radio—WMT 600 AM Radio on Sunday mornings at 6:30 am, and KXEL 1540 AM Radio on 

Sunday mornings at 9:30 am.  For more information on Lutheran Hour Ministries go to www.LHM.org.  

 

VOLUNTEER BACKGROUND SCREENING 

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church has been in ministry with children and youth for almost 55 years.  Our insurance carrier, Church 

Mutual, strongly encourages us to promote the safest and most secure environment possible by screening all employees and volun-

teers, both new and existing, especially those who interact with children.  Performing background checks will provide safeguards 

and peace of mind to our staff, volunteers, parents, youth and children. Additional details will be forthcoming as we put this screen-

ing process in motion.  

STAFF & EMAIL PHONE NO.          STAFF & EMAIL PHONE NO.          

Brent Hartwig, Senior Pastor 

bhartwig@ourredeemer.org 
338-5626 (church) 

337-2403 (home)  
Kaja Mueller, Director of Christian Ed. 

dce@ourredeemer.org 
338-5626 (church) 

541-4827 (cell) 
    

Kaja Mueller, Preschool Director 

preschool@ourredeemer.org  
338-3949 (preschool) 

338-5626 (church) 

Luke Scheele, Vicar 

vicar@ourredeemer.org 

338-5626 (church) 

    

Sara Cross, Preschool Assistant T/Th 

preschoolassistant@ourredeemer.org 
338-3949 (preschool) Sarah Ghabel, Bookkeeper 

bookkeeper@ourredeemer.org 
338-5626 (church) 

    

Kara Hartwig, Youth Coordinator 

youthcoordinator@ourredeemer.org 

338-5626 (church) Denise Holida  

Director of Small Group Ministry 

smallgroups@ourredeemer.org 

338-5626 (church) 

930-0165 (cell) 

    

Louise Klopp, Director of Choirs  

choirdirector@ourredeemer.org 
338-5626 (church) Marilyn Paetz, Organist  

organist@ourredeemer.org 
351-4262 (home) 

    

Marnie Schrader, Children’s Ministry 

childrensministry@ourredeemer.org 

319-530-1563 (cell) Kevin Sellers 

Director of Technology 

technology@ourredeemer.org 

338-5626 (church) 

631-8924 (cell) 

Laurel Sellers, Office Coordinator 

redeemer@ourredeemer.org 
338-5626 (church) Sheena White, Preschool Assistant M/W/F 

preschoolassistant@ourredeemer.org 
338-3949 (preschool) 

2017 Board of Directors 

President   Steven Scott  563-889-0990 

Vice President  Alan Meyer  319-461-1748 

Secretary   Jennifer Kooker  319-339-0175 

Treasurer   Larry Freeman  319-400-8356 

Board of Elders  Myrl Holida  319-351-4301 

Properties   Rob Bowman  319-325-8989 

At Large   Dave Johnson  319-333-9606 

    Barb Schanbacher 319-351-3998 

    Kevin Roiseland 319-230-5247 

http://www.ourredeemer.org/
mailto:prayerchain@ourredeemer.org
mailto:bhartwig@ourredeemer.org
mailto:kaja@ourredeemer.org
mailto:preschoolassistant@ourredeemer.org
mailto:bookkeep@ourredeemer.org
mailto:smallgroups@ourredeemer.org
mailto:choirdirector@ourredeemer.org
mailto:organist@ourredeemer.org
mailto:technology@ourredeemer.org
mailto:preschoolassistant@ourredeemer.org

