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Dear brothers and sisters in Christ!
Thanks be to God for such a great month at Our Redeemer Lutheran Church! Thank you to the congregation
for being a part of my learning journey! Thank you for the wide array of gifts upon our arrival! Thank you to
the congregation for inviting me to preach and teach the good news of Jesus Christ! Thank you to Pastor
Hartwig on being a great mentor!
It is always good to give thanks to God for all of His benefits.
As we are out in the world, we should always give thanks to the Lord for all that we have: for our family,
friends, a home, food, clothing, and that list goes on and on. Everything is a gift from God.
We give thanks to God by fearing, loving and trusting in God above all things. When our Lord Jesus Christ
was asked what the greatest commandment was, He responded saying, “You shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the great and first commandment.
And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments depend all
the Law and the Prophets” (Matthew 22:36-40).
As we begin a new academic year, Our Redeemer Lutheran Church’s theme verse is perfect: “Make a Joyful
Noise unto the Lord!” Let us make a joyful noise by thanking our Lord and telling everyone we know what
He has done for us! Although Jesus Christ was sinless, he took upon Himself our sins on the cross at Mt.
Calvary, He died and rose again! He brings us the peace beyond all human understanding!
This is the peace that is worth sharing with all!
So, thank the Lord and sing His praise! Tell everyone what He has done! Let all who seek the Lord rejoice
and proudly bear His name! He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in joy with SHOUTS of
THANKSGIVING! Alleluia, alleluia!
Thanks be to God and to the congregation of Our Redeemer Lutheran Church!
Vicar Adelsen

OUR REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH AND PRESCHOOL
2301 East Court Street Iowa City, IA 52245
Phone: 319-338-5626

Email: redeemer@ourredeemer.org
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www.ourredeemer.org

OCTOBER ACTIVITIES
1

Board of Elders 7:30pm

21

3

GGG Iowa City 1st Avenue Hy-Vee 8:00am

Lunch Bunch 12:00pm

4

511 Melrose Day

Midweek Classes 6:45pm

Sunday School 9:15 am

22

Women’s Beth Moore 7:00pm

511 Melrose Leadership Presentation 9:15am

24

Fall Zone Rally—King of Kings 9:00am
Men’s Bible Study 8:00am

Bible Study 9:45am
25

Bloomsbury Farms—High School 12:00pm
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6

7

Bible Study 11:00am

Sunday School 9:15am/Bible Class 9:30am

Education Committee 7:00pm

Trunk or Treat 4:00pm

Mission Committee 7:00pm

Optional dinner to follow

Women’s Beth Moore 10:00am

27

Book Club Heartbeat! 7:00pm

Human Care 7:00pm

28

Midweek Classes 6:45pm

Bible Study 11:00am
Lunch Bunch 12:00pm
Midweek Meal 6:00pm
Midweek Classes 6:45pm

SUNDAY
SCHOOL
TODAY: God
used Joseph to
save His people,
all Egypt, and other nations from famine.
He sent His Son, Jesus, to save all humanity
from sin, death, and the devil.

Properties Committee 7:00pm
8

Women’s Beth Moore 7:00pm
Board of Directors 7:00pm

9

Knitting Small Group 1:30pm

10

Men’s Bible Study 8:00am

11

LWML Sunday - Bake Sale
Sunday School 9:15am/Bible Class 9:30am
Trivia Challenge 12:00pm

12

Outreach Committee 6:30pm

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Mission Guild Board 7:00pm
13

Book Club Heartbeat! 7:00pm

14

Midweek Classes 6:45pm

15

Theology 101

18

Sunday School 9:15am/Bible Class 9:30am

Saturday 5:30pm

Comfort-Tiers meet Thursdays at 9:00am
Also Meeting Tuesdays, October 6 and 13
Need more tiers anytime between 9:00 am to noon
No expertise or materials required-Coffee provided

Camp Matz presentation-Sydney Ogilvie 9:15am
19

LWML Mission Guild

20

Women’s Beth Moore 10:00am

Sunday 8:00am & 10:30am

Choir rehearsal Wednesdays at 6:00pm
Praise Team Practice schedule varies—
Contact Myrl Holida myrl-holida@uiowa.edu or
Louise Klopp choirdirector@ourredeemer.org

Assimilation 7:00pm
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Watch Reflections for information on:

Swaziland Mission Trip
Bowling at Colonial Lanes
Tuesday, September 29
7:00 pm

Informational Meeting
October 19
7:00pm
Board Room

October 15
7:00pm
Board Room

Bible Study
Sunday, October 4 at 4pm
Vicar & Melissa Adelsen,
hosting at 519 S Scott Blvd
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For 60 & Over
Selections
from
“Nunsense”

High School
October 4
12:00pm

511 Melrose-AA Leadership
October 4
Camp Matz-Sydney Ogilvie
October 18
Presentations 9:15 am
Fellowship Hall

Prime Time Dinner
November 1
After 10:30 am service
Fellowship Hall

7 th &

8 th

Grad
Octo
e
b
Camp er 16 & 17
Io-Di
s-E-C
a

Sunday School & Kids Club volunteers

No RSVP
Come & enjoy!

Education Enrichment
6:00-7:30pm
Sunday, September 27
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Small Group Ministry Mission Statement: To grow in grace using our spiritual
gifts, through good stewardship for the benefit of the group so that the body of
Christ may be built up.

Updates from Small Group Ministry….
Look at the fun the Young Adult Group had at the Hawkeye Tailgate Party before the Iowa vs Pittsburgh
game! If you are college or post-college age, join this small group of young adults for Bible study and
monthly social activities!

Heidi and friend Colleen

Photos and
descriptions by
Heidi
Bingenheimer

Melissa Adelsen, grillmaster!

Coming in October! Young adults will begin a Bible Study,
“If You Want to Walk on Water, You’ve Got to Get Out of the
Boat.” This starts Sunday, October 4 at 4 pm with Vicar and
Melissa Adelsen hosting.
Young Adult questions? Call Erica Davisson at 319-541-7242.

Jacob and Valerie Sexton also stopped by for
a bit and played a little cornhole.
I think we all won at least one game.
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Stephen Ministry

By Bill Benson

Is Stephen Ministry for you?
Last Sunday at the Voters’ meeting Pastor took the opportunity to ask members to consider becoming a
trained Stephen Minister. He made the invitation a little different than before. Becoming a Stephen Minister
is a tremendous gift of commitment of both time and energy. Once you have undergone the 50 hours of
training you are also committing to a weekly visit to a care receiver and a biweekly meeting with your peer
group, plus continuing education classes. Some members are interested but can’t decide if they can make
such a large commitment, Pastor’s invitation was to take the class sessions and not have to commit to
becoming a care giver. His point is that your training will make you a better living gospel to others.
We recently had a Stephen Ministry retreat with five area congregations. St. Andrew Presbyterian has had
Stephen Ministry for over 25 years. They have over a 130 congregational members trained. Presently only
15 are in care giving relationships but all the others are better equipped to be God’s instruments for health in
the congregation,
Please consider taking the training, We would like to start a new class in January.
Our 11 Stephen ministers have all had assignments with members and the results have been quite good and
also humbling, This is a broken world. Can we fix it? The answer is no, but as Christ’s ambassadors we can
care and leave the cure to Christ. We would love to talk to you if you are interested.
God’s blessings as you consider becoming involved.
If interested please contact a Stephen Leader. The leaders are Pastor Hartwig, Bill Benson, Kevin Sellers,
and Kathy Schweer.
MISSION

SEPTEMBER
PAYMENT

Consultation of Religious

625.00

Concordia Seminary

250.00

Crisis Center (Balance Sheet)

150.00
250.00

Food for the Poor (Budget)
Iowa District/Synod Budget)

4,166.66

UIHC Chaplain Fund (Budget)

416.66

Lutheran Hour

625.00

Campus Mission (Balance sheet)

370.00

Lutheran World Relief (Balance Sheet)

TOTAL
5

40.35
$6,893.67

NEWS—Anita Nicholson

UPDATE ON PARISH NURSING IN SWAZILAND
Parish nurses are doing well in Swaziland. My dear friends Thandiwe Dlamini and Jabulile Dlamini
continue to train parish nurses. They are holding a training class in October to train another group of nurses.
Parish nursing is very important in Swaziland because of extreme poverty and limited health care available
in rural areas. The nurses care for people with acute and chronic illnesses in the rural areas in which they
live.
Swaziland and Southern Africa continues to have the highest HIV/AIDS rate in the world. Progress is
being made with the help of the parish nurses and other healthcare professionals. More people are testing
for HIV and starting antiretroviral medications to treat the disease due to the teaching and counseling
provided by nurses. Parish nurses are wonderful at focusing care the whole person - spiritually, physically,
emotionally, and socially.
Parish nurses are involved in many activities
that support people in their community. For
example Jabulile Dlamini supports Nqaba Yethu
(Our Fortress) Orphanage that was started in
2013 to care for boys. The boys are now
between the ages of 5 and 9. The director
(Busisiwe Vilakazi) started the orphanage to
meet the needs of local children who lost their
parents to AIDS. People in surrounding
homesteads were having difficulty caring for the
children due to poverty and lack of food to feed
their own family. She raised funds to build and furnish a home for the orphan boys. She is committed to
raising these boys to young adulthood.
I want to thank all of you for your continued support of my fundraising in Swaziland! The money
supports health care efforts of the parish nurses such as purchasing food packages, medications, and
medical supplies. I also wired money to the orphanage to dig a well and purchase a pump for running water
in their home. The funds also helped build a fence on the orphanage land to keep out wandering pigs and
cows. They plan on growing a large garden to feed
the orphans and sell produce for income.
Please continue to keep the Swaziland parish
nurses in your thought and prayers. They face
many challenges in helping the people in their
communities. God’s grace shines upon them.
Many of you continue to donate directly to the
“Swaziland” account at Our Redeemer on a regular
basis. I am grateful for your generosity!
God Bless!
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Anita Nicholson

September 13

Photos by the
Kuceras,
Wencks,
Haacks,
Muellers, and
the Holidas.
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YTD income is $414,458.74 with expenses of $417,212.08 with a negative cash flow of $2,752.51.



Kara Hartwig has been hired as a part-time Youth Coordinator.



Mike Applegarth




Broken window in the board room will be replaced
The concrete base will completed soon for the new maintenance building.
Inspection underway for the house at 512 S 1st Avenue. Ten items are under negotiation for repair or
improvement (Update: Nine of the ten items have been completed and closing was held
September18).



Barb Schanbacher is Our Redeemer’s lay delegate to the 2016

National Synodical Convention.



Kevin Sellers shared changes to the phone and internet system that are in negotiation. Our Redeemer is
currently considered a residential property account and we intend to become a business account to assure
continuity of phone numbers and programming with the church and parsonage, as well as bringing internet
speed up to par.



“Chapel of Love Fund:” Darold Albright presented a proposal of incremental funding for the eventual reconstruction of the narthex/chapel area, earmarking the chapel which is expected to be moved from its
present location. The “Chapel of Love Fund”
would encourage married couples to celebrate
their vows by donating $1 (or more) per year of
marriage, members to donate in memory of loved
ones, and wedding ceremonies to contribute as
well. This fund would be implemented prior to
the rewritten Vision 2020 project via pre-printed
envelopes, appropriate signage, and congregational information.

Transferred Out

Readings for next week:
Ephesians 4 - Philippians 3
Sunday mornings
9:30 – 10:15 am
Fellowship Hall

READ THE BIBLE
IN TWO YEARS

Duane VonAhsen
Marvel Titone
Seth Illich

9-8-2015
9-8-2015
9-9-2015

Removed
Zachary & Lisa Diersen, Alexandra, Hayes, Christine
John & Merida Surucu, Isabella, William, Adelaide, Owen

9-9-2015
9-11-2015

Death
Bernice Kahler
Loyce Larsen

8-7-2015
9-1-2015
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OUR REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH
2016 Officers and Committee Chairs
President
Vice President

1st year of two year term
1st year of two year term
(then two years as President)

Steve Scott
Alan Meyer*

Treasurer
Secretary

2nd year of 2nd two-year term
1st year of 2nd two-year term

Alan Cross
Jennifer Kooker*

Elders

2nd year of 2nd three-year term
1st year of 2nd three-year term
3rd year of 1st three-year term
3rd year of 1st three-year term
3rd year of 1st three-year term
2nd year of 1st three-year term
2nd year of 1st three-year term
1st year of 1st three-year term
1st year of 1st three-year term

Myrl Holida
Bill Benson
Skip Kempnich
Denny Schrader
Marty Wenck
Arlan Thompson
Vaughn Davisson
Val Penney*
Jim Eick*

Attendance: 42

1st
1st
1st
1st
1st
1st

John Robinson
Rob Bowman
Jacob Sexton
Marty Kranz*
Brenda Johnson*
Henry Diggelmann*

Church Properties:
 Maintenance
building walls
underway
st
 512 1 Avenue
purchased
 Compliments to the
many volunteers

Church Properties

Board of Directors
(at large members)

year of 2nd two-year term
year of 2nd two-year term
year of 2nd two-year term
year of 1st two-year term
year of 1st two-year term
year of 1st two-year term

1st year of 2nd three-year term
3rd year of 1st three-year term
1st year of 1st three-year term

Dave Johnson
Barb Schanbacher
Kevin Roiseland*

2nd year of 1st two-year term
1st year of 2nd two-year term
1st year of 2nd two-year term
1st year of 2nd two-year term
1st year of 2nd two-year term
1st year of 2nd two-year term
1st year of 2nd two-year term
1st year of 2nd two-year term
2nd year of 1st two-year term
1st year of 2nd two-year term
1st year of 2nd two-year term

Susan Scott
Crissy Pence
Melissa Mullane
Dave Hintze
Miriam Meyer
Steve Faga
Chris & Jill Schwartz
Erica Davisson
Rita Johnson
Anita Nicholson
Linda Diggelmann

Auditing

9th one-year term (no limit)
9th one-year term (no limit)
8th one-year term (no limit)

Bob Hansen
Rolland Poust
Dave Hintze

Nominating

7th one-year term (no limit)
6th one-year term (no limit)
3rd one-year term (no limit)

Twyla Freeman
Crissy Pence
Beth Hargens

COMMITTEES:
Assimilation
Education
Human Care
Missions
Outreach
Youth
Small Groups
Technology
Health Ministries
Preschool
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Elders:
 Several staffing
changes recently
 2016 health
insurance approved
 Budget planning
underway

Pastor Hartwig:
 Second class of
Stephen Ministers
expected next year
Kara Hartwig:
 13 6th grade
confirmands
 10 each in 7th &
8th grades
 Calendar of youth
events being
developed
Nominations for new
officers presented;
motion made and
approved to accept the
list at left.
*New officers
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CONTACT INFO

Mission News of
Pastor Michael Parris

Pastor Michael Parris, Macau
To support my mission work
financially, you may send a
tax-deductible gift
LCMS International
Missionary Support
PO Box 790089
St. Louis, MO 63179-0089

September 2015

Make checks payable to LCMS
International and write Parris on the
memo line.

GHOSTS?

OR

Candles? Bananas? Rice? Can these get you to heaven?
There are some people who think so.
In the late of summer many Chinese will put displays of
food, incense and candles on the sidewalk.
There is the belief that ancestors who have died will
emerge from the grave as a ghost. They want to go to
heaven. So they are looking for the exchange.

Mission Central
47018 Highway E16
Mapleton, Iowa 51034
712-882-1029

Street offering of incense
and food to appease the
ghost that might try to
snatch someone

The exchange? The ancestor will want to find someone he can exchange with. The
thought is he will jump from the grave as a ghost and grab someone. Whoever he
grabs will become the ghost and then he will be free to go to heaven.

Family, friends and contributors will
be on the newsletter list. If you would
like to be on the mailing list contact
Michael.
My email is
Michael.parris84@yahoo.com
Thank you for prayers and donations.
You are certainly welcome to share this
newsletter with others.

Where does the rice, banana and candles come in? Those who are living don’t want to be a ghost so they will
set on the sidewalk food, incense and lit candles as an offering to the ghost ancestor. The hope is that the
ghost will be appeased with the offering and by-pass the giver to look for someone else to exchange with.
Sound reasonable? To those who believe in ancestor worship it probably does. But to those who know the
truth of Jesus Christ and the blood He shed on the cross we know there is a truth that does not include
ghosts.
The real exchange is Jesus taking our sin upon Himself while He gives to us His righteousness. This is a
message Chinese (indeed, all of us) need to hear. This is the reason you made it possible for me to work in
Macau. Thank you!
I AM
HONG KONG CONFERENCE

Friday evening we offer Bible study at the English Center for
both children and adults. We refer to the evening as “Learning
English Through the Bible.”

In May the missionaries and GEO
teachers of the Asia- Pacific District
gathered for conference in Hong
Kong. The key speaker was Dr. Al
Cullver of the International Center in
St. Louis. He shared with us various
texts from the Gospel of Mark. Dr.
Cullver also offered a question and
answer session that focused on issues
relating to missionaries.
In addition, Mark Hoffman from the
International Center spoke about
fundraising.
Participants were from Hong Kong,
Macau, Thailand, South Korea,
Taiwan and other parts of Asia.
Events included fellowship
opportunity, a boat cruise and, of
course, worship.

Sometimes people will come to the Center to polish up their
English ability. We then use this opportunity to teach the
Bible.
Recent study series have included the Ten Commandments
and lessons on resolving conflict in the family according
tobiblical principles. Presently we are studying the “I Am”
titles of Jesus – Light of the world, Good Shepherd, the
Resurrection, the True Vine, the Truth and the Gate of the
Sheep-pen.
Prayers


A few of the Chinese who come to the English Center have
been thinking about baptism. Pray That God would bless these
young people with a desire for baptism.
 We continue to have visa/work permit problems among the
missionaries. Pray that God will bless us with the permits that
we need to work in Macau.
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Enrollment is

OUR REDEEMER PRESCHOOL

OPEN
There are discounts for being a member of Our Redeemer Lutheran Church, if you have multiple children in our
preschool, or if you refer a new family who enrolls. Please
see Kaja Mueller for more information. REGISTER TODAY!
Contact preschool@ourredeemer.org or 319-338-3949.
Mrs. Kate & Mrs. Kaja enjoy
every day with their preschool classes. Currently we
have 10 preschool students
on Monday/Wednesday/
Friday and 8 on Tuesday/
Thursday. We welcome a
child after they turn 3 and
can go to the bathroom on
their own.
Throughout the school year
we talk about how God has
created everything! Our letters, numbers, shapes, the
seasons, songs, finger
plays, our family, and out
friends.
Keep looking in the
Reflections and Beacon for
great pictures, examples of
what we do, and take home
ideas for all families.

Daily Schedule
9:00am Drop Off
9:00am – 9:25am Large Group Circle / Calendar Time
Line Leader
9:25am – 10:30am Small Group
Learning Centers
Time with Teachers
Arts & Crafts
10:30am – 10:50am Bathroom/Snack *
* Birthday celebrations will occur during this time as
well.

10:50am – 11:20am Outdoor Play
11:20am – 11:45am Bible Lesson* / Story Time*



Guest Visitors will come during this time and
minor schedule changes will occur
Show & Tell on assigned days

11:45am – 11:55am Music / Closing
11:55am – Noon
Noon
Noon – 12:45pm

Tables / Prayer
Dismissal
Optional Lunch / Dismissal
(ONLY M/W/F)
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Circle the words you find. After you have found all the words, write
the leftover letters in the correct order to form the mystery answer.

Armor of God
Aroma
Blameless
Children
Covetous
Father
Filthiness
Giving of thanks
Greed
Hatred
Honor
Idolater
Imitators
Immorality
Impurity
Inheritance
Instruction
Kingdom of Christ
Men Pleasers
Mother
Mystery
Obey
Offering
Sacrifice
Service
Silly talk
Slave
Strong
Walk in love
Wife
Will of God

Mystery Answer: Commandment
13

Looking Ahead...
October
Live Nativity

4

Each year the High School Youth present a
Live Nativity. Many volunteers from the
congregation are needed to help get
ready for this youth-sponsored
community outreach event. Look in
upcoming Reflections for ways where
your talents and time can be used.

SUN

MON

TUES

WED

THUR

FRI

SAT

27

28

29

30

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

Bloomsbury Farm
(High School Youth)

9-10 7th & 8th Grade Confirmation
Retreat

12-5 pm
6 pm on Friday Saturday at 4pm

11

Deadline for NYG (National Youth
Gathering) Registration
(current 8th graders through high
school seniors)

11

Trivia Challenge
(High School Youth sign up to be
on the HS Youth Team)

12-2 pm

Trunk-or-Treat, optional dinner
following
(all Youth and Adults)

4-5 pm

25

Confirmation News
6th Grade Fall Confirmation Retreat

Registration open to all current
8th graders through high school
seniors for NYG
REGISTRATION DEADLINE:
Sunday, October 11th

The 6th graders attended a fall Confirmation Retreat in
September led by Pastor and Vicar. They had one lecture
covering the Poetic books of the Bible. They learned how to
complete a sermon summary and earned credit for one, only
15 more to go! They enjoyed fellowship time together
playing games. Thank you to Rhonda Waters for being our
parent chaperone!
8th Grade Confirmation
Remember to prepare for the test on Forgiveness and
Confession & Absolution.
Test night is Wednesday, October 28th!
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OUR REDEEMER OFFICE DIRECTORY
Office: 338-5626
Fax: 338-9171
Website: http://www.ourredeemer.org
Preschool: 338-3949
Prayer Chain: 351-5297 or prayerchain@ourredeemer.org
Special Announcements Line: 338-3505
STAFF & EMAIL

PHONE NO.

STAFF & EMAIL

PHONE NO.

Brent Hartwig, Senior Pastor
bhartwig@ourredeemer.org

338-5626 (church)
337-2403 (home)

Kaja Mueller, Director of Christian Ed.
dce@ourredeemer.org

338-5626 (church)
541-4827 (cell)

Peter Adelsen, Vicar
vicar@ourredeemer.org

338-5626 (church)

Kaja Mueller, Preschool Director
Kate Ramsey, Assistant
preschool@ourredeemer.org

338-3949
(preschool)
338-5626 (church)

Ron Behrens, Bookkeeper
bookkeeper@ourredeemer.org

338-5626 (church)

Kara Hartwig, Youth Coordinator
youthcoordinator@ourredeemer.org

338-5626 (church)

Denise Holida
Director of Small Group Ministry
smallgroups@ourredeemer.org

338-5626 (church)
930-0165 (cell)

Louise Klopp, Director of Choirs
choirdirector@ourredeemer.org

338-5626 (church)

Marilyn Paetz, Organist
organist@ourredeemer.org

351-4262 (home)

Kate Ramsey, Preschool Assistant
preschoolassistant@ourredeemer.org

338-3949
(preschool)

Kevin Sellers, Director of Technology
technology@ourredeemer.org

338-5626 (church)
631-8924

Laurel Sellers, Office Coordinator
redeemer@ourredeemer.org

338-5626 (church)

2015 Board of Elders Congregational Assignments
Ryan Haack, Chairman 688–9513
Bill Benson
Vaughn Davisson
Ryan Haack
Myrl Holida
Skip Kempnich
Jeff Kucera
Denny Schrader
Arlan Thompson
Marty Wenck

517-881-9848
319-648-4660
688-9513
351-4301
351-5297
512-6789
530-1562
338-2938
330-2761

Each family of the Our Redeemer flock is assigned alphabetically
by last name to an elder to insure each family is prayed for and
feels they “have an elder”. It is the sincere feeling of the Board of
Elders that we are to love and be of service equally to the entire
body of believers. We encourage any one of you to contact any
one of us so we can share your spiritual journey, ideas or concerns.

DEADLINES
Reflections (printed weekly): Information must be submitted (written, typed, emailed or faxed) each Wednesday by 5:00 p.m.
Beacon Newsletter & Church Activities Calendar (printed monthly): Information must be submitted (written, typed, emailed or
faxed) by noon on the 20th of each month.
TELEVISION ~ RADIO
Our Redeemer Worship Service on Public Access TV Channel 18 every Wednesday at 4:00 p.m.
The Lutheran Hour Television Ministries talk show “On Main Street” is shown on Public Access Television Channel 18 on
Thursdays at 1:30 p.m. and Sundays at 10:00 p.m.
Lutheran Hour Ministries on Radio—WMT 600 AM Radio on Sunday mornings at 6:30 a.m., and KXEL 1540 AM Radio on
Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m.
VOLUNTEER BACKGROUND SCREENING
Our Redeemer Lutheran Church has been in ministry with children and youth for over 55 years. Our insurance carrier, Church
Mutual, strongly encourages us to promote the safest and most secure environment possible by screening all employees and volunteers, both new and existing, especially those who interact with children. Performing background checks will provide safeguards
and peace of mind to our staff, volunteers, parents, youth and children. Additional details will be forthcoming as we put this
screening process in motion.
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Night Driving
James 5:13a

Problems in life
pop up suddenly before me,
piercing the darkness
with their headlight intensity.
Some appear
more slowly,
following each other
in groups of twos or threes.
Most pass swiftly by
and disappear
with little tail lights
in the rear view mirror
of hindsight-But a few leave
their white light glare
imprinted on my mind
for a time
shorter than eternity.
Only You, dear Lord,
can steer me
around them
or dissipate them
completely.

~Carol Schuldt
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