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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

With the start of the New Year, many people set goals to work toward in the next year. Resolutions are made 

to be better in the next year than we have been in the past. These resolutions may becentered on our health, 

perhaps losing weight and getting into better shape. Sometimes these resolutions are centered on financial 

status; perhaps to pay off debt or work toward retirement.  

These goals are usually accompanied by a plan of how to carry them out. Health plans typically include a 

food regimen and a weekly workout schedule to accomplish them. If you have the goal concerning a 

financial plan, it is usually paired with a budget that you keep to the letter.  Often these goals focus only on 

ourselves. While it is good to focus on bettering ourselves, are there other goals we can work to accomplish 

in the next year? 

What are ways that we can love our neighbor as ourselves? What if we had the goal to share our faith with 

someone? We can share the love that Jesus has for us with one another. We can share what has been given to 

us with our neighbor. Maybe this means looking for opportunities to share the Word of God with a friend at 

work. Maybe this means saying, ñGod Bless youò to the greeter at the big box store. We can look for these 

opportunities to witness.  

As with health and financial goals, it helps to have a plan. We have been provided with valuable tools for the 

task we have been given. God gives us His Word to equip us for witness in the world. Daily reading of Godôs 

Word prepares us to witness.  

ñAll Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 

correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, 

equipped for every good work.ò 2 Timothy 3:16-17  

We can look for opportunities to always give witness to who Christ is and what He has done for us. 

As we celebrate His birth, His death on the cross and resurrection for us, we can have a plan to share 

the good news of what He did for us with others. 

ñBut in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to 

everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have.ò Peter 3:15-16  

In Christôs Name, 

Vicar Andrew Wolfgram 

mailto:redeemer@ourredeemer.org
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м 5ƛǾƛƴŜ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ  фΥолŀƳ 

 bƻ {ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ƻǊ !Řǳƭǘ /ƭŀǎǎ 

н bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜŘ - hŶŎŜ /ƭƻǎŜŘ 

о IǳƳŀƴ /ŀǊŜ  сΥллǇƳ 

п /ƘƻƛǊ wŜƘŜŀǊǎŀƭ wŜǎǳƳŜǎ  сΥпрǇƳ 

р .ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎ  тΥллǇƳ 

с {ǘŀũ 9ǇƛǇƘŀƴȅ tŀǊǘȅ  сΥолǇƳ 

т DDD   тΥолŀƳ  Lƻǿŀ /ƛǘȅ Iȅ-±ŜŜ мǎǘ !ǾŜƴǳŜ 

 .ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ 9ƭŘŜǊǎ  фΥллŀƳ 

у {ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ  фΥмрŀƳκ!Řǳƭǘ .ƛōƭŜ /ƭŀǎǎ фΥолŀƳ 

 YƛƴƎǎ tŀǊǘȅ - /ƻƴŬǊƳŀǝƻƴ  мнΥллǇƳ 

ф hǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ  сΥолǇƳ 

 tǊŜǎŎƘƻƻƭ .ƻŀǊŘ  тΥллǇƳ 

 aƛǎǎƛƻƴ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ  тΥллǇƳ 

мл ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ .ŜǘƘ aƻƻǊŜ  фΥолŀƳ 

 {ǘŜǇƘŜƴ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ tŜŜǊǎ - aŀǊŎƛŀκ{ƪƛǇ  сΥолǇƳ 

мм .ƛōƭŜ {ǘǳŘȅ  ммΥллŀƳ 

 [ǳƴŎƘ .ǳƴŎƘ  мнΥллǇƳ 

 aƛŘǿŜŜƪ aŜŀƭ  сΥллǇƳ 

 aƛŘǿŜŜƪ /ƭŀǎǎŜǎ   сΥпрǇƳ  

 tǊƻǇŜǊǝŜǎ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ  тΥллǇƳ 

мп aŜƴΩǎ .ƛōƭŜ {ǘǳŘȅ  уΥллŀƳ 

мр {ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ  фΥмрŀƳκ!Řǳƭǘ .ƛōƭŜ /ƭŀǎǎ фΥолŀƳ 

мс aŀǊǝƴ [ǳǘƘŜǊ YƛƴƎ 5ŀȅ - hŶŎŜ /ƭƻǎŜŘ 

мт !ǎǎƛƳƛƭŀǝƻƴ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ  тΥллǇƳ 

му aƛŘǿŜŜƪ /ƭŀǎǎŜǎ   сΥпрǇƳ  

мф ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ .ŜǘƘ aƻƻǊŜ  тΥллǇƳ 

нл-нм aŀǊǊƛŀƎŜ wŜǘǊŜŀǘ 

нн {ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ  фΥмрŀƳκ!Řǳƭǘ .ƛōƭŜ /ƭŀǎǎ фΥолŀƳ 

но {ǘŜǇƘŜƴ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ tŜŜǊǎ - ¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴǎ  сΥллǇƳ 

нп ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ .ŜǘƘ aƻƻǊŜ  фΥолǇƳ 

 [[[ aŜŜǝƴƎ  тΥолǇƳ 

нр .ƛōƭŜ {ǘǳŘȅ  ммΥллŀƳ 

 [ǳƴŎƘ .ǳƴŎƘ  мнΥллǇƳ 

 aƛŘǿŜŜƪ /ƭŀǎǎŜǎ   сΥпрǇƳ  

 /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ /ŀǊŜ tŀŎƪŀƎŜǎ  сΥпрǇƳ 

нс ¢ƘŜƻƭƻƎȅ млм  тΥллǇƳ 
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{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ рΥолǇƳ           {ǳƴŘŀȅ уΥллŀƳ ϧ млΥолŀƳ 
/ƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴ ƻƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мпΣ мрΣ нуΣ нф 

 

/ƻƳŦƻǊǘ-¢ƛŜǊǎ ƳŜŜǘ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅǎ ŀǘ фΥллŀƳ 
bŜŜŘ ƳƻǊŜ ǝŜǊǎ ŀƴȅǝƳŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ фΥлл ŀƳ ǘƻ ƴƻƻƴ 
bƻ ŜȄǇŜǊǝǎŜ ƻǊ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ-/ƻũŜŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ 

 

/ƘƻƛǊ ƳŜŜǘǎ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅǎτсΥпрǇƳ 
 

tǊŀƛǎŜ ¢ŜŀƳ tǊŀŎǝŎŜ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ ǾŀǊƛŜǎτ 
/ƻƴǘŀŎǘ aȅǊƭ IƻƭƛŘŀ  ƳȅǊƭ-ƘƻƭƛŘŀϪǳƛƻǿŀΦŜŘǳ ƻǊ 
[ƻǳƛǎŜ YƭƻǇǇ ŎƘƻƛǊŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊϪƻǳǊǊŜŘŜŜƳŜǊΦƻǊƎ 

ну aŜƴΩǎ .ƛōƭŜ {ǘǳŘȅ  уΥллŀƳ 

 .ŀōȅ Yƛǘ .ŀōȅ {ƘƻǿŜǊ  млΥллŀƳ 

нф {ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ  фΥмрŀƳκ!Řǳƭǘ .ƛōƭŜ /ƭŀǎǎ фΥолŀƳ 
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                           WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мм 

                             сΥлл ǇƳ 

 9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƛǎ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜΗ CǊŜŜǿƛƭƭ ƻũŜǊƛƴƎΦ 

  

tŀǎǘƻǊ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻŶŎŜ 

WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мт-нт 

/ƭŀǎǎ ƛƴ {ǘΦ [ƻǳƛǎ 



 

о 

WŀƴǳŀǊȅ у
 CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ млΥол ŀƳ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ

 

January 4 

6:45pm  

Room 206  

January 20-21  

Basics of the Faith 
February 3, 7 -9pm 

February 4 
8:30 am -2:30pm  

February 5 

12:00pm  

Fellowship Hall 

CHALLENGE   

Watch Reflections for information on:  

Theology 101  

WŀƴǳŀǊȅ
 нсΣ нл

мт
 

тΥлл ǇƳ 

.ƻŀǊŘ w
ƻƻƳ 

Resume January 11 

Midweek Meal  6pm  

Classes  6:45pm 

LLL Meeting  

January 24 

7:30pm 

Fellowship Hall 

KINGS PARTY  

Confirmation  

Sunday, January 8  

12:00pm  

Fellowship Hall  

INSTALLATION 

January 28-29  

Baby Kit Baby Shower  

January 28 at 10:00am 
Fellowship Hall 

All women, young and old, 
are welcome! 

Traditional baby shower,  
but gifts go to Lutheran 

World Relief 
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Stephen Ministry  
²Ŝ ŎŀǊŜΣ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ŎǳǊŜǎΦ 

.ȅ aŀǊŎƛŀ IǳƭǎŜ 

IƍM SO GRATEFUL FOR STEPHEN MINISTRY!  

Godôs love is always there, but sometimes it can be really hard to feel it, especially when youôre going 
through a crisis. Thatôs probably when people doubt Godôs presence the most, when their faith is the most 
vulnerable. 

Karen, my Stephen Minister, had arranged to visit me in my home. I had drawn on lipstick before she came 
over, but no amount of make-up could cover the dark circles under my eyes.  Nor could I hide the postpartum 
depression that had smothered my joy and cause my spiritual doubt. She and I sat together on the couch.  I had 
mismatched socks and tried to hide the wardrobe malfunction by pulling my legs under me. I sat on my feet 
until they tingled and went numb. 

My husband and I had been attending Karenôs church regularly, but for me, the hymns felt like mouthed 
abstractions toward an unseen God.  I was swimming in my depression and drowning under the guilt of my 
declining faith. 

For some reason, my doubt felt like failure, like something that needed to be confessed.  Like something I 
should feel terribly sorry for.  So I kept my doubt bottled up, and I nodded with the pastor when he preached 
the gospel, and I closed my eyes when I sang hymns, like maybe I could will myself to believe sometime 
before the organist hit the final chord. 

My wall crumbled that day Karen came by.  I didnôt intend to unzip my heart that day.  Maybe my bone-
tiredness had started to crumble my wall and I could no longer keep my secrets.  I canôt say for sure, but I just 
started to spill my scrambled thoughts. 

I do remember the softness of her eyes.  I remember the way she put her hand on my arm, like she was 
expressing Godôs love in a tangible way that I could feel.  I remember, mostly, how my doubt came up and 
out, like it was air coming out of a balloon.  I kept on talking, and she kept on listening and caring.   

Before Karen, I had feared condemnation for my doubt.  But she held it gently in her hands.  She also 
reminded me that to be a Christian means to forgive ourselves because God has forgiven the inexcusable in us.  

Asking for a Stephen Minister is one of the best things I could have done for myself.  Karen was what I 
needed.  She said that we arenôt made to handle these things alone.  Our Lord is a present friend and a ready 
ear.  Trust Him.  But also seek a steady shoulder to cry on and a sympathetic person to listen to you face-to-
face. That is the power of Stephen Ministry to me.  She was someone I could trust who didnôt judge or gossip.  
She was a wise, older woman at church who survived my stage of life and learned valuable lessons in the 
process.  She was that someone to talk to. She was my safe place. 

During my meetings with Karen, I found a way out of my doubts.  A few years later I began to teach Sunday 
School, and help with our Vacation Bible School program.  Eventually this led to my faith walk and I became 
a Stephen Minister to encourage other Christian women who are also going through a difficult time trying to 
figure things out. 

I would encourage anyone who is suffering, discouraged, or going through a difficult time to ask for a Stephen 
Minister. And if someone offers a Stephen Minister to you, say, ñYes!ò It really is life-changing.  

ñTrust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding.ò (Proverbs 3:5). 
Regardless of what goes wrong, always believe that God loves you and cares what happens to you. 
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tƛŎǘǳǊŜǎ ōȅ 
[ƻƴƴŜ [ƻƴŜȅΣ  
5ŜƴƛǎŜ 
{ŎƘǿŀǊǝƴƎΣ 
ϧ YŜǾƛƴ 
{ŜƭƭŜǊǎ 

! ƘǳƎŜ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǿƘƻ 
ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ [ƛǾŜ bŀǝǾƛǘȅΗ 
¸ƻǳǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƛǎ ƎǊŜŀǘƭȅ 
ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜŘΗ 
/ƘŜǊȅƭƭ ϧ ±ŀǳƎƘƴ 5ŀǾƛǎǎƻƴ 
wƛŎƪ DƛŜƴŀǇǇ 
5ŜƴƛǎŜ ϧ aȅǊƭ IƻƭƛŘŀ 
wƛǘŀ ϧ DŀǊȅ WƻƘƴǎƻƴ 
aŀǊƛƭȅƴ ϧ {ƪƛǇ YŜƳǇƴƛŎƘ 
WŜƴƴƛŦŜǊ ϧ 9ǊƛŎ YƻƻƪŜǊ 
[ƻƴƴŜ [ƻƴŜȅ 
¢ƘŜ aǳǊƪŜƴ CŀƳƛƭȅ 
WǳƭƛŜ bƛŜƭŀƴŘ 
5ŜƴƛǎŜ {ŎƘǿŀǊǝƴƎ 
YŜǾƛƴ ϧ [ŀǳǊŜƭ {ŜƭƭŜǊǎ 
²ƛƭƭ ¢ƻƭƭŜŦǎƻƴ 
WǳƭƛŜ ϧ WƻŜƭ ±ŀƴ ½ŀƴǘŜ 
±ƛŎŀǊ ²ƻƭŦƎǊŀƳ 
tŀǎǘƻǊ  ϧ YŀǊŀ IŀǊǘǿƛƎ 
!ƴŘ ǘƘŜ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ¸ƻǳǘƘ 

!ōƻǳǘ млл ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 
ŀǧŜƴŘŜŘΦ 

aŜƳōŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ hǳǊ 
wŜŘŜŜƳŜǊ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜŘ 
ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƘƻǎǘŜŘ 
ǘƘŜ ǊŜŦǊŜǎƘƳŜƴǘǎ 

ŀǊŜŀΦ 
 

9ǾŜǊȅ ол ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎΣ tŀǎǘƻǊ 
ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ 
ōƛǊǘƘ ŦǊƻƳ [ǳƪŜΣ ƭŜŀŘ ǳǎ ƛƴ 
ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƴƎƛƴƎ ƻŦ 

ά{ƛƭŜƴǘ bƛƎƘǘΦέ 

! ƎǳŜǎǘ ƳǳǎƛŎƛŀƴ ŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜŘ ƻǳǊ 
ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƎǳŜǎǘǎ ŀǎ ǿŜ ǎŀƴƎ 

/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ŎŀǊƻƭǎΦ 
¢ƘŜ ƘƛƎƘ 
ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ȅƻǳǘƘ 
ǇƻǊǘǊŀȅŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
bŀǝǾƛǘȅ ǎŎŜƴŜ 
ǿƛǘƘ ƎǊŜŀǘ 
ǊŜǾŜǊŜƴŎŜΦ 



 

с 

/ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ 

Friday,  

December 16  

tƘƻǘƻǎ ōȅ YŀǊŀ IŀǊǘǿƛƎ ϧ 

±ƛŎŀǊ ²ƻƭŦƎǊŀƳ 
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THRIVENT ACTION TEAMS  

 

2016 Funded Action Teams  

tŀǊǎƻƴŀƎŜ-tŀƛƴǘΣ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜǎ 

vǳƛƭǘǎ ŦƻǊ {ƘŜƭǘŜǊ IƻǳǎŜ 

tŀƴŎŀƪŜ 5ŀȅ 

vǳƛƭǘ ōŀŎƪǎ ŦƻǊ 5ƻƳŜǎǝŎ ±ƛƻƭŜƴŎŜ ǿκн ba ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ 

¢ŀǎǝƴƎ .ŜŜ -tǊŜǎŎƘƻƻƭ 

{ǘŜǇƘŜƴ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ wŜǘǊŜŀǘ 

/ƻƴŬǊƳŀǝƻƴ ¢ǊƛǇ ōǳǎ 

[ƻŎƪ hǳǘ 

IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ ²ƻǊƪŜǊ !ǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǝƻƴ 

¢ǊƛǾƛŀ /ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ 

±.{ 

{ŜǿƛƴƎ ƴŜǿ ōŜƭƭ ǘŀōƭŜ ŎƻǾŜǊǎ 

b¸D Ϧ²ƛǘƴŜǎǎƛƴƎ .ǳǧƻƴǎέ ŦƻǊ ¸ƻǳǘƘ 

/ƘǊƛǎǘ /ŀǊŜǎ {ǳƴŘŀȅ 

¦Y!b5¦ 

b¸D 

±ƛŎŀǊ CŀǊŜǿŜƭƭ 

{ŜŜŘ ƳƻƴŜȅ ŦƻǊ ƴŜǿ ǎǘƻǾŜǎ 

CŀƛǘƘ CŜǎǘ 

tƛŎƴƛŎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tŀǊƪ 

wŜƳŜƳōŜǊƛƴƎ !ōōȅΥ [ƛƎƘǘ ¦Ǉ ǘƘŜ bƛƎƘǘ 

wŀƭƭȅ .ǊŀŎŜƭŜǘǎ 

[²a[ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ƅƻǿŜǊǎ 

IƻǇŜ [ƻŘƎŜ ƴŜŜŘ ƭƛǎǘ ŦƻǊ [²a[ {ŜǊǾƛƴƎ 9ǾŜƴǘ 

LƳƳŜŀǎǳǊŀōƭȅ aƻǊŜ LƴŦƻǊƳ ŜǾŜƴǘ 

LƳƳŜŀǎǳǊŀōƭȅ aƻǊŜ /ƻƴǘǊƛōǳǝƻƴ 9ƴǾŜƭƻǇŜǎ 

tŀǊŀŘŜ tŀǊǘȅ 

¢ƘŀƴƪǎƎƛǾƛƴƎ .ǊŜŀŘ 

¸ƻǳǘƘ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ƳƛŎǊƻǇƘƻƴŜǎ 

tǊƛƳŜ ¢ƛƳŜ 

.ŀǎƛŎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CŀƛǘƘ 

vǳƛƭǘǎ ŦƻǊ Iŀƛǝ 

¸ƻǳǘƘ {ƪƛǘ - aƛŎǊƻǇƘƻƴŜ 

¸ƻǳǘƘ tƛŜ {ŀƭŜ 

[ƛǾŜ bŀǝǾƛǘȅ 

vǳƛƭǘŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ōŀōȅ ōƭŀƴƪŜǘǎ 

{ŜƴƛƻǊ .ƭŜǎǎƛƴƎ .ƭŀƴƪŜǘǎ 

/ƻƭƭŜƎŜ /ŀǊŜ tŀŎƪŀƎŜǎ 

/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ϧ /ŀǊƻƭǎ 

/ƻǎǘǳƳŜǎ 

/ŀƴƻǇȅ 

/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ϧ /ƻƻƪƛŜǎ 

!ŘǾŜƴǘ aŜŀƭ 

$10,500!! Action Teams supported by Thrivent are making 
a huge difference and expanding the church budget! The 

projects listed to the left are the ones that have been 

reported to the officeðthere may be more. It is a simple 

online application for any Thrivent member over 16 years 

of age. You create a Thrivent Action account, describe 

what your team plans to do and how it might benefit the 

community or church or meet a need. If accepted 

(decision is usually within a couple of days), you will be 

sent a $250 gift card along with any tee shirts or banners 

you might request. A  short online follow-up report is 

expected after the project is completed and you cannot 

apply for another if you have a report outstanding.  Each 

member is allowed two grants per calendar year and they 

must be submitted at least 21 days prior to the event. 

If you have not used your opportunities, consider what 

you are doing or can do that could benefit from an Action 

Team Grant. If you have questions, call the church office. 

The bread in the Thanksgiving Eve service (below) was 

purchased  as a part of a Thrivent Action Team. 

$10,500 
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MISSION  DECEMBER 

Iowa District East $4,166.67 

UIHC Chaplain Fund 416.67 

Consultation of Religious 375.00 

Concordia Seminary 500.00 

Food for the Poor 250.00 

Lutheran Hour 625.00 

TOTAL $6333.34 

  

Member Contributions  

Crisis Center $25.00 

Transforming Campus Ministry $210.00 

Every April and October the Mission Committee of the LWML organizes contributions into kits to send for 

Lutheran Word Relief. This spring baby kits will be the focus. 

Each kit includes: 

lightweight cotton t-shirts (no Onesies) 

long- or short-sleeved gowns or sleepers (no feet) 

receiving blankets (cotton, flannel, or lightweight crocheted or knitted, up to 52") 

cloth diapers (flat-fold preferred) 

jackets, sweaters, or sweatshirts with hoods (or include a baby cap) 

baby socks 

dark-colored hand towels 

bars of gentle soap 

large diaper pins 

 

Baby clothes should be sizes 6 to 24 months and can be gently used if in excellent condition. See https://

lwr.org/wp-content/uploads/Baby-Kit-Assembly-Instructions.pdf for more details. 

Two Ways to help: 

1. Women and girls of all ages are invited to attend the ñBaby Kit Baby Showerò January 28 at 10:00am in 

the fellowship hall. See details in coming Reflections. 

2. Bring your new or gently used items and place in the blue tubs across from the kitchen. Get new baby 

items for Christmas? Clothes outgrown? If they are in good condition, give them a second life! Find a good 

after Christmas sale? Consider a purchase and donation. 

https://lwr.org/wp-content/uploads/Baby-Kit-Assembly-Instructions.pdf
https://lwr.org/wp-content/uploads/Baby-Kit-Assembly-Instructions.pdf
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Directed by Allison Haack 

Gae Ellyn Gentzsch, Accompanist 
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We have the privilege to teach 3-5 year olds 

about letters, numbers, rhyming,                    

and their Savior, Jesus Christ.  

Enroll TODAY 

There are discounts for being a member of Our 

Redeemer Lutheran Church, if you have multiple 

children in our preschool, or if you refer a new 

family who enrolls. Please see Kaja Mueller for 

more information. REGISTER TODAY!  
 

Contact preschool@ourredeemer.org or  

319-338-3949. 
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Dear friends and family,  

Greetings in Christ from Nairobi, Kenya where I am currently serving as a nurse missionary.  My first month 

here has been wonderful and blessed by the Lord.  He has been my constant source of hope and security as I 

learn how to live in a new country and culture.  Jesus is and will forever be the reason I am here.  Living in 

Africa during the Christmas season is a new experience for me.  Every time I hear familiar Christmas carols 

being played, or sung, I feel a deep sense of peace in my heart.  People all over the world are celebrating the 

birth of our Savior!  I am reminded that Jesus came to earth to bring salvation for all nations.   

My first month in Kenya has been a time of listening and learning.  I have been blessed with a room mate who 

has been so helpful in patiently teaching me.  Julie is also a missionary here who is kindly sharing her 

apartment with me.  She has lived in Kenya for 15 months already and is a great source of cultural 

knowledge.  She has gone home to Minnesota for Christmas, so I am getting to put all my new skills into 

practice.  I have learned how to cook here, buy food, barter at the fruit market, take a crowded matatu (taxi 

bus) to the office, and have a hot shower, among many other things.  Everyday is a wonderful adventure filled 

with lots of prayer and constant trust in Jesus.   

Another blessing in my life here are the other 

missionary families whom I get to call my second 

family.  We are able to get together often for 

holidays, Bible study, Advent and church 

services.  I am looking forward to our Christmas 

activities together as we celebrate our Heavenly 

Fatherôs love for us through His Son Jesus.  I am 

also thankful for you, my friend and supporter in 

this endeavor.  It would not be possible for me to 

serve here, and share Jesus love, without you.  I 

hope you know just how grateful I am for you and 

for this opportunity to serve.   

I am looking forward to some exciting new 

childrenôs healthcare and outreach projects next 

year, and I canôt wait to share with you how God is 

working here.  Thank you for coming along with 

me as I serve Godôs people in East Africa.   

Have a blessed and joyous Christmas celebration!   

In Christôs love,  

Molly 

aƻƭƭȅ /ƘǊƛǎǘŜƴǎŜƴ ǾƛǎƛǘŜŘ hǳǊ wŜŘŜŜƳŜǊ ƻƴ 

[ŀōƻǊ 5ŀȅ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 

Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŬŜƭŘΦ 

It was an honor to visit this family in their home 
to pray and encourage them in the Lord.   
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LWML  

tŜƻǇƭŜ ǿŀƛǘ ƛƴ 
ƭƛƴŜ ŦƻǊ ƻǾŜǊ ŀƴ 
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¢ƘŜ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ /ƭŀǎǎ 
ƘŜƭǇǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǎŜǘ ǳǇ  

²ŜƛƎƘƛƴƎτϷс ǇŜǊ ǇƻǳƴŘ 

²ƻǊƪŜǊǎ 

tǊŜǇŀǊŀǝƻƴǎ ¢ƘŜ ƳƻƴŜȅ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǊǎ 

December 3  

9-11 am  
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December 2016  

Arise, shine, for your light 

has come. 

Julie Lutz, with The Lutheran Church- Missouri Synod 

                     in Greater Asia for a time  

 

The coming of the sun ... 

The days relentlessly darken earlier; the mornings wrap 

themselves in darkness, daring the dawn to encroach. We don't 

experience the seasonal changes in daylight in Papua New 

Guinea to the extent you do in latitudes further from the 

equator. This year with being in the US, I felt the darkness 

grow. So sorry for you ... But then, I became excited knowing 

the solstice had arrived and with it, the promise of more light 

each day. 

I had not realized before what an apropos time of year (in the northern hemisphere) it is to 

celebrate the Light which has come into the world -  Jesus, our Lord and Savior. 

A change is coming ... 

I will be traveling to Hong Kong right after Christmas and will be based there for a spell. I will 

still be with LCMS. I will still be trying to find my way back to Papua New Guinea. In the 

meantime, I will be assisting with Human Care projects with Concordia Welfare and Education 

Foundation. And ... that's about all I know. This is another venture into the unknown, in 

which the only certainty is that God is leading, and it is His light I will be sharing.  

Please pray ... 

§ In thankfulness that Christ, the Light of the world, has come, and that His children 

are beacons of His love in the dark world; 

§ For guidance, wisdom, and courage when darkness clouds the clear path forward; 

§ That my service with CWEF in Asia would be blessed, that I will learn aptly and 

serve effectively, and that at the right time, the door to PNG would open again. 

§ For an extra measure of "bel isi" (peace) to my family, friends, and 

colleagues in PNG, and for reconciliation within the Gutnius Lutheran 

Church. 

 

With joy and peace in the Light --  Jesus Christ, our newborn King, 

Julie Lutz  

Dawn on the Winter Solstice 2016, Alexandria, VA, USA  

Christmas worship in Papua New Guinea 




