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Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
“Peace on earth” is a phrase you see everywhere around Christmas time.
For many of us, we have to wonder where that peace is. Whether it be trying to find peace in the chaos of our
own lives or trying to wrap our heads around hope for world political peace.
“Peace on earth” sure seems elusive to many.
Peace is often defined by its opposite: war. In fact, one of the dictionary’s definitions of peace is “a pact or
agreement to end hostilities between those who have been at war or in a state of enmity.” That is a good definition of the condition between God and sinners who are without Jesus.
Since the fall into sin, since our birth with original sin, since our sin of commission, and since our sin of omission, we are “in a state of enmity.” Yes, we are enemies of God. Yet God took the initiative to make a peace
pact with us.
Through Christ, He is “merciful toward [our] iniquities, and remembers [our] sins no more” (Hebrews 8:12).
“Peace be to you!” Jesus said to His disciples when He greeted them after the Resurrection (Luke 24:36).
Christ touches us with that peace, harmony between God and man and further harmony among us.
Because the Savior has touched us with His peace, we seek to bring peace into our relationships with one another, especially within the body of Christ.
Christ’s peace produces a new unity among the members of His church. The peace that God establishes with
each of us individually is permeating the whole body of Christ; we can, therefore, come together with one purpose, attaining to the fullness of Christ.
As a result, our service to Him is not fragmented, but rather unified, in harmony with God and with one another.
In peace, let us embrace each member, recognizing each other as Christ’s gift to His church, neither envying
nor disdaining any among us, but together implementing all His gifts to His glory.
This is the peace of Christ.
This is the peace we pass at the end of the Divine Service.
This is the peace we share with family and friends and members of our community.
This is the peace that the angels’ proclaimed:
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those
with whom he is pleased!” (Luke 2:14)
Merry Christmas!
Pastor Hartwig

OUR REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH AND PRESCHOOL
2301 East Court Street Iowa City, IA 52245
Phone: 319-338-5626

Email: redeemer@ourredeemer.org
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DECEMBER ACTIVITIES
1

Greek Club 5:00pm

15

Greek Club 5:00pm

Education Committee 7:00pm

LWML Mission Guild 7:00pm Rita Johnson’s

Mission Committee 7:00pm
2

16

Human Care 7:00pm

Assimilation 7:00pm

Bell Choir Rehearsal 6:00pm

Stephen Ministry - Skip/Marcia 7:00pm

Stephen Ministry - Skip/Marcia 7:00pm
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4

Bell Choir Rehearsal 6:00pm

17

Bible Study 11:00am

Bible Study 11:00am

Lunch Bunch 12:00pm

Lunch Bunch 12:00pm

Advent Divine Service 1:00pm

Advent Divine Service 1:00pm

Advent Meal 5:10pm

Advent Meal 5:10pm

Advent Divine Service 6:10pm

Advent Divine Service 6:10pm

Midweek Classes 7:00pm

Midweek Classes 7:00pm

19

Christmas & Cookies 6:00pm

Properties Committee 7:00pm

20

Christmas & Carols 5:30pm

Board of Elders 7:00pm

21

Christmas & Carols 8:00am & 10:30am

Women’s Esther Beth Moore 7:00pm
6

Sunday School 9:15am/Bible Class 9:30am

st

GGG - Iowa City Hy-Vee 1 Ave 7:30am

24-25

Office Closed

Cookie Walk 9:00am

24

Christmas Eve Family Worship 5:00pm

Christmas Program Practice 9:00am
7

8

Christmas Eve Communion Worship 7:00pm

Sunday School 9:15am/Bible Class 9:30am

25

Christmas Day Communion Worship 10:00am

Youth Night 6:30pm

31

New Year’s Eve Worship 7:00pm

Greek Club 5:00pm
Outreach Committee 6:30pm

Advent Devotions &
January - March Portals of Prayer

LWML Mission Guild Board 7:00pm
9

Women’s A Woman’s Heart Beth Moore 10am

Available at the Welcome Center

Bell Choir Rehearsal 6:00pm
10

Advent Divine Service 1:00pm
Advent Meal 5:10pm
Advent Divine Service 6:10pm

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Midweek Classes 7:00pm
11

Board of Directors 7:00pm

12

Knitting Small Group 1:30pm

13

Men’s Bible Study 7:30am

Saturday 5:30pm

Comfort-Tiers meet Thursdays at 9:00am
Need more tiers anytime between 9:00 am to noon
No expertise or materials required-Coffee provided

Christmas Program Practice 9:00am
14

Sunday 8:00am & 10:30am

Sunday School 9:15am/Bible Class 9:30am

Choir meets Wednesdays—7:00pm

Children’s Christmas Program 12:15pm

Praise Team Practice schedule varies—
Contact Myrl Holida myrl-holida@uiowa.edu or
Louise Klopp choirdirector@ourredeemer.org

Soup Lunch 1:00pm
LYF Christmas Party 2:30pm
LYF Live Nativity 4:00pm
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2014 Advent/Christmas/
New Year Schedule
December 3
December 6
December 7
December 10
December 13
December 14

December 15
December 17
December 19
December 20
December 21
December 24
December 25
December 27
December 28
December 31

1:00pm
5:10pm
6:10pm
9:00am
9:00-11:00am
5:30pm
8:00am & 10:30am
1:00pm
5:10pm
6:10pm
9:00-11:00am
5:30pm
8:00am & 10:30am
12:15pm
1:00pm
4:00-6:00pm
7:00pm
1:00pm
5:10pm
6:10pm
6:00pm
5:30pm
8:00am & 10:30am
5:00 pm
7:00pm
10:00am
5:30pm
8:00am & 10:30am
7:00pm

Advent Service
Advent Meal
Advent Service
LWML Cookie Walk
Children’s Program Practice
Saturday Communion Service
Sunday Communion Service
Advent Service
Advent Meal
Advent Service
Children’s Program Practice
Saturday Service
Sunday Service
Children’s Christmas Program
Lunch
Living Nativity
Christmas Meeting LWML
Advent Service
Advent Meal
Advent Service
Christmas & Cookies
Service of Christmas & Carols
Service of Christmas & Carols
Christmas Eve Family Worship
Christmas Eve Communion Worship
Christmas Communion Worship
Saturday Communion Service
Sunday Communion Service
New Year’s Eve Communion Worship

Midweek Classes December 3, 10 and 17 at 7:00pm
No Midweek Classes December 24 or 31
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Small Group Ministry Mission Statement: To grow in grace using our spiritual
gifts, through good stewardship for the benefit of the group so that the body of
Christ may be built up.

Updates from Small Group Ministry….
The adult midweek small group continues to meet every Wednesday; focusing our study and discussion on The
Truth Project DVD series.
In our last DVD on science, Dr. Tackett argues that scientific
investigation – "the systematic study of the structure and
behavior of the physical and natural world through observation
and experiment" – is also a valid way of ascertaining truth.
Everywhere we look – whether up at the grandeur of the stars
and galaxies or deep into the tiny and elegantly designed inner
workings of a living cell – there is evidence that the cosmos is
the handiwork of an intelligent, rational mind. In the
contemplation of nature, we come face to face with the truth that
God exists and that He has revealed Himself to us, not only
through His written Word (special revelation) but also through
the works of His hands (general revelation).
Our natural reaction to this experience should be like that of a child: wonder, marvel, and praise for the Creator.
But because of the effects of the fall and the polarizing influence of the Cosmic Battle, man shows a tendency
to deny what is plain to the senses and to "exchange the truth of God for a lie" (Romans 1:25). Driven by this
impulse, he transforms straightforward scientific inquiry, which properly concerns itself with particulars, into
an all-embracing philosophy, which claims to establish universals on the basis of the "stuff in the box." The
result is the propagation of a worldview that "scientifically" excludes the Creator, thus "freeing" mankind from
accountability to a higher authority.
The DVDs have led to some great discussions in our small group. Our next DVD will be on “History” when
the group resumes on December 3. Please consider joining us on the tour of truth! If you have any questions,
contact Denise Holida at smallgroups@ourredeemer.org.
Blessings, Denise Holida
Director of Small Group Ministry
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November Mission Payments
Crisis Center
Hospice
Housing Fellowship
Iowa District/Synod
District Church Plant (St. Silas)
Lutz / New Guinea
Peace Officer Ministry

$83.33
$375.00
$500.00
$4,050.00
$168.75
$500.00
$250.00

Total

$5,927.08

KUDOS


Approved two new elders—Vaughn Davisson
and Arlan Thompson



Approved $75,000 for necessary sanctuary
repairs—carpet, flooring, pew repairs and
coverings, altar area



Voted to ask for a vicar starting August 2015,
funds provided by Eugene Radig memorial that
specified religious services—a one year
commitment



Voted to accept the 2015 budget



Christus Rex study done by three art experts,
independently concluding that there is no
damage, renovation is not necessary, and that we
should treat the sculpture like a fine painting..
Lighting, skylight, and background changes may
also impact appearance

Our Redeemer’s
Board of Directors recognizes
MIKE APPLEGARTH
ROB BOWMAN
DAVE FRUENDT
RICK GIENAPP
DARIS & LAUREN HONEMANN
ERIC & ALEX KOOKER
DAVE & BRENDA JOHNSON
ROB WEST
For lawn mowing

Thank you all!

Sanctuary remodeling committee: (from Shana Stuart)
1. Two estimates requested for abatement of the asbestos under the tile flooring. One estimate is $8,000.
2. The estimate of the flooring from Randy's is $19,431 for both carpeting and vinyl planking. They are
awaiting another bid from Mike Robinson.
3. The committee has received two bids to recover the pews. The highest bid is $14,550. Iowa Prison
Industries will submit a bid, and it can also repair the pews that need it.
4. The chancel refreshing will involve moving the pulpit back farther against the wall and the baptismal font
will be a permanent part of the chancel area.
5. Work starts after the first of the year so that it will be completed by Easter and the summer weddings.
6. Mike Applegarth estimates that the humidity control project in the sanctuary is approximately $35,000.
Other items:
Mike Applegarth advised that some of our aging equipment needs replacement. He estimates that $55,000
will cover these needs for 2015. He will develop a long-range plan for equipment replacement, some of which
will be moved to the Vision 20/20 campaign. He estimates that in the next few years we will spend $100125K to complete all the projects. The outside cross in front of the church will need to be repainted in 2017.
The Task Force met with Cargill for another bid for the capital campaign; the price is comparable to the
LCEF bid ($48,000), so we will probably select LCEF to direct this effort because it is able to provide more
direct services. Both companies recommended a feasibility study. MOTION approved to allow the Task
Force to make the selection of the company for the capital campaign.
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NEWS—Anita Nicholson

CDC ANSWERS MISCONCEPTIONS ABOUT FLU VACCINES
Can a flu shot give you the flu?
No, a flu shot cannot cause flu illness. Flu vaccines that are administered with a needle are currently made in
two ways: the vaccine is made either with a) flu vaccine viruses that have been 'inactivated' and are therefore
not infectious, or b) with no flu vaccine viruses at all (which is the case for recombinant influenza vaccine).
The most common side effects from the influenza shot are soreness, redness, tenderness or swelling where the
shot was given. Low-grade fever, headache and muscle aches also may occur.
Can the nasal spray flu vaccine give you the flu?
The nasal spray vaccine cannot give you the flu. The viruses contained in the nasal spray flu vaccine are
attenuated (i.e., weakened), which means they cannot cause flu illness. These weakened viruses are also coldadapted, meaning they are designed to only cause mild infection at the cooler temperatures found within the
nose. These viruses cannot infect the lungs or other areas of the body where warmer temperatures exist. The
nasal spray is well tolerated and the most commonly reported side effects are mild and include runny nose,
nasal congestion and cough.
Is it better to get the flu than the flu vaccine?
No. Flu can be a serious disease, particularly among young children, older adults, and people with certain
chronic health conditions, such as asthma, heart disease or diabetes. Any flu infection can carry a risk of
serious complications, hospitalization or death, even among otherwise healthy children and adults. Therefore,
getting vaccinated is a safer choice than risking illness to obtain immune protection.
Do I really need a flu vaccine every year?
Yes. CDC recommends a yearly flu vaccine for just about everyone 6 months and older, even when the viruses
the vaccine protects against have not changed from the previous season. The reason for this is that a person's
immune protection from vaccination declines over time, so an annual vaccination is needed to get the
“optimal” or best protection against the flu.
Why do some people not feel well after getting the seasonal flu vaccine?
Some people report having mild reactions to flu vaccination. Common reactions to the flu shot and the nasal
spray flu vaccine are described below.
Reactions to the flu shot: The most common reaction to the flu shot in adults has been soreness, redness or
swelling at the spot where the shot was given. This usually lasts less than two days. This initial soreness is
most likely the result of the body's early immune response reacting to a foreign substance entering the body.
Other reactions following the flu shot are usually mild and can include a low grade fever and aches. If these
reactions occur, they usually begin soon after the shot and last 1-2 days. The most common reactions people
have to flu vaccine are considerably less severe than the symptoms caused by actual flu illness.
Reactions to nasal spray flu vaccine: People also may have mild reactions to the nasal spray vaccine. Some
children and young adults 2-17 years of age have reported experiencing mild reactions after receiving nasal
spray flu vaccine, including runny nose, nasal congestion or cough, chills, tiredness/weakness, sore throat and
headache. Some adults 18-49 years of age have reported runny nose or nasal congestion, cough, chills,
tiredness/weakness, sore throat and headache. These side effects are mild and short-lasting, especially when
compared to symptoms of seasonal flu infection.
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What about serious reactions to flu vaccine?
Serious allergic reactions to flu vaccines are very rare. If they do occur, it is usually within a few minutes to a
few hours after the vaccination. While these reactions can be life-threatening, effective treatments are
available.
What about people who get a seasonal flu vaccine and still get sick with flu-like symptoms?
There are several reasons why someone might get a flu-like illness, even after they have been vaccinated
against flu.
 One reason is that some people can become ill from other respiratory viruses besides flu such as
rhinoviruses, which are associated with the common cold, cause symptoms similar to flu, and also spread
and cause illness during the flu season. The flu vaccine only protects against influenza viruses, not other
viruses.
 Another explanation is that it is possible to be exposed to influenza viruses, which cause the flu, shortly
before getting vaccinated or during the two-week period after vaccination that it takes the body to develop
immune protection. This exposure may result in a person becoming ill with flu before protection from the
vaccine takes effect.
 A third reason why some people may experience flu like symptoms despite getting vaccinated is that they
may have been exposed to a flu virus that is very different from the viruses the vaccine is designed to
protect against. The ability of a flu vaccine to protect a person depends largely on the similarity or
“match” between the viruses selected to make the vaccine and those spreading and causing illness. There
are many different flu viruses that spread and cause illness among people.
Should I wait to get vaccinated so that my immunity lasts through the end of the season?
CDC and the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) recommend that flu vaccinations begin
soon after vaccine becomes available, ideally by October. However, as long as flu viruses are circulating, it is
not too late to get vaccinated, even in January or later. While seasonal flu outbreaks can occur as early as
October, flu activity most often peaks in January or later. Since it takes about two weeks after vaccination for
antibodies to develop in the body that protect against flu virus infection, it is best that people get vaccinated in
time to be protected before flu viruses begin spreading in their community. Although immunity obtained from
flu vaccination can vary by person, previously published studies suggest that immunity lasts through a full flu
season for most people.
There is some evidence, however, that immunity may decline more quickly in older people. For older adults,
another flu vaccine option is available called the “high-dose” vaccine, which is designed specifically for
people 65 and older. This vaccine contains a higher dose of antigen (the part of the vaccine that prompts the
body to make antibody), which is intended to create a stronger immune response in this age group.
While delaying receipt of vaccine until later in the fall may lead to higher levels of immunity during winter
months, the possible benefits of delaying receipt of vaccine must be balanced with problems this may create,
such as missed opportunities to receive vaccine and difficulties associated with vaccinating a large number of
people within a shorter time period.
Is it too late to get vaccinated after Thanksgiving (or the end of November)?
No. Vaccination can still be beneficial as long as flu viruses are circulating. CDC recommends that providers
begin to offer flu vaccination soon after vaccine becomes available in the fall, but if you have not been
vaccinated by Thanksgiving (or the end of November), it can still be protective to get vaccinated in December
or later. Flu is unpredictable and seasons can vary. Seasonal flu disease usually peaks in January or February
most years, but disease can occur as late as May.

http://www.cdc.gov/flu/about/qa/misconceptions.htm
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THANK YOU
For Hosting A Trunk!

We had a fantastic time at Trunk-Or-Treat thanks to you. We had around 60 kids and 40
trunks. We look forward to the trunk you will be able to share with us next year. Continue to share the
light of Jesus in your life.
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Stephen Ministry
By Kevin Sellers
As we approach the end of another year, we reflect upon the many blessings afforded the Our Redeemer
community. Among them is a vital Stephen Ministry initiative serving as a resource for those desiring Christcentered care. Yes, we have matched several of our Stephen Ministers with congregational members seeking
a helping hand! While this is indeed wonderful news, it also serves to remind us that the need is great and, as
of now, the number of care givers is small.
In all honesty, we need more members of the Our Redeemer community to step forward to be trained to
provide help to our brothers and sisters in need. We would love to start training a new class of Stephen
Ministry candidates, but the class roll is empty! Throughout the month of December, the members of the
Stephen Ministry leadership team will be contacting members who have expressed interest in serving others
in this capacity. For those being contacted, we ask that you prayerfully consider the opportunity. Others
within the Our Redeemer community who have a desire to join, don’t wait for us to contact you. PLEASE
feel free to contact any of the Leadership team and make your desire known.
Finally, we ask all members of the Our Redeemer community to remember the Stephen Ministry team in their
prayers as we continue to build this ministry throughout the coming year.
Pastor Hartwig 338-5626
Bill Benson 517-881-9848
Kathy Schweer 466-3084
Kevin Sellers 339-9804
Marvel Titone 325-3094
What can you do for children and Iowa Lutheran schools? Donate to the
Iowa Lutheran School Tuition Organization!
If you haven't heard about this organization, now is the time to take a
closer look. The ILSTO is a program whereby you benefit AND your
dollars will benefit families who want to send their children to Lutheran elementary and secondary schools. In
2013, states wide, the STO program benefited over 10,000 students with grants totaling over $12 million.
This is how the benefits are two-fold: 1) You get to help more children experience the love of God every day
and 2) You receive a great 65% tax credit on your Iowa state income taxes and possibly a charitable deduction
on you federal return. For example, donate $1000 and receive an Iowa tax credit of $650 and a federal
charitable deduction for a portion.
There is a website for the STO program: iowasto.org as well as the ILSTO website: iowalutheransto.org. For
more information you may also call Dewey Torkelson at 712-260-2991.
Thank you for your support of this wonderful program that has already benefited over 600 Iowa Lutheran
students this current school year!
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Transfer In
Jonathan Jackson

10-26-2014
Removed

Brenda Hein
Shelley Haganman (Jordan, Jenny, Kirk)
Alan Kasik
Susan Kasik
Craig Utech
Brian Hegland (Vanessa, Hailey)
Ray & Jennifer Fagenbaum
Debra, John, & Christopher Hopkins
Richard McMann
Liliana Lucas (Lauren)
Hannah Lundberg
Eric & Mindy Riordan
Jason VonAhsen
Michael & Stacey Halverson (Alyssa, Katelyn)
Robert & Erna Moeller (Jason, Jeffrey)
Melody Goodlaxson

10-29-2014
11-10-2014
11-11-2014
11-11-2014
11-11-2014
11-12-2014
11-12-2014
11-12-2014
11-13-2014
11-13-2014
11-13-2014
11-13-2014
11-13-2014
11-20-2014
11-20-2014
11-25-2014

Marriages
Kyle Carlson & Ali Muhlenbruck

10-25-2014

Received
Gregory Anfinson

10-26-2014

Transfer Out
Ron & Dana Robinson (Sophie, Nella, Tymen)

10-29-2014

Deaths
Lloyd Rathke

11-18-2014

Children and Youth MINISTRY COORDINATOR INFORMATION
Toddlin’ to Jesus – Allison Haack 688-9513
Cradle Roll – Paula Caylor 337-0620
Sunday School – Kaja Mueller 338-5626, Kelli Kucera kellikucera@yahoo.com
Kids Club – Denise Schwarting 325-6153 or Becky West 430-3809
Education Committee Chair – Crissy Pence 339-4956
Youth Committee Adult Chair - Chris and Jill Schwartz jill_kuennen@yahoo.com
Director of Christian Education Youth Ministry– Seth Illich 338-5626
Director of Christian Education Family Life—Kaja Mueller 338-5626
Preschool—Mrs. Kaja Mueller & Mrs. Kate Ramsey #338-3949
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Mary Ann Schlueter
Mary Ann Schlueter joins some of her
family here at Our Redeemer. Daughter
Carol and husband Phil Holman bring Mary
Ann to worship, as well as attending a few
Bible studies on Wednesday evenings when
it fits their schedules. Other family includes
Annette Schlueter (Bob Powers) and John
Schlueter.
Mary Ann and her husband, as well as all
three children graduated from Valparaiso
University, all in science fields. In earlier
years, she worked as a hospital laboratory
technologist.

Jonathan Jackson with fiancée Lauren Jones
Jonathan Jackson comes to us from Bethel Lutheran in
Lawtaon, Iowa, where his father is an LCMS pastor.
He graduated from the University of Iowa last spring
in engineering and works at Innomatix at the Oakdale
Research Facility. Lauren (a non-member is in her
third year of medical school). Jonathan plays drums
and Lauren plays the flute and piano. They like to
walk, hike, attend Iowa theater events and camp in
Florida during spring breaks.

As well as Valparaiso, Indiana, she has
lived at Lutherville, Johnson County,
Arkansas; St. John’s College, Winfield,
Kansas; Vicksburg, Mississippi; Chicago
and Oaklawn, Illinois.
Mary Ann enjoys the great outdoors, nature,
and hiking. Reading is an enjoyable
occupation, whether the Bible and
devotions or non-fiction about people’s
lives in the earlier years of our country,
stamps, bird watching and feeding, plants
and animals.
Time with family and grandchildren is very
precious.

Our Redeemer blessed by 10 years with Kaja Mueller
November 2
Our Redeemer and her family celebrated Kaja’s 10 years of
service with a recognition and potluck.
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TREASURED NEWS
NOVEMBER 2014

Volume 3

Issue 3

WHERE IN THE WORLD HAVE OUR MITES GONE??
VOICE OF CARE

The Northern Illinois District of

Northern Illinois District of
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
$50,600—Paid in Full

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
saw a need to reach out to persons in the
area with developmental disabilities.
Voice of Care Ministry to the
Developmentally Challenged was formed to
reach those not being served by local
congregations and residing in secular
facilities.

Of the 300,000 people with developmental disabilities in
northern Illinois, over 90% have been raised without
belonging to a church home and have a critical need to
know their Savior and receive eternal salvation.
Through the work of Pastor Paul Klopke at St. Peter
Lutheran Church in Arlington Heights, a model has
been developed to show how a congregation can include
people with disabilities in the life of a congregation.
He is bringing that and other components of disability
ministry to about 50 congregations in the northern area
of Illinois.
The model is reproducible for any LCMS District.

Through this LWML grant, the word
continues to spread about Voice of Care’s
desire to increase the number of churches
doing intentional ministry so that people with
disabilities may share in the life of the
congregation and eternal life in Christ.

This is part of the financial newsletter that is sent to District treasurers and is available at
http://www.lwml.org/giving/treasured-news.php
Part of the national website www.lwml.org
Iowa East District LWML website www.lwml-ied.org/
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UPDATE: Iowa District East Chaplaincy Endowment Fund

11-23-2014

THANK YOU for all of your past & ongoing prayers & gifts for our Savior's caring ministry at University
Hospitals in Iowa City!!!
Pastor Michael Musick at St. Paul Lutheran Church in Luzerne is serving as the I DE Chaplain at the
hospital. He drives 52 miles one way, 4 half days a week. Possibly, starting in January 2015 he will be
making the trip 5 half days a week. Our Iowa District East congregations provide for Chaplain Musick's
mileage & salary.
The endowment fund isat the $362,000 mark. After it reaches $500,000, the earnings will go toward
supporting Chaplain Musick. All gifts will be used for growing the fund with the goal of supporting a
full time chaplain at University Hospitals.
Please continue to pray for this ministry, Chaplain Musick's safe travels, his caring for hurting patients,
families, & staff, day after day. May the Holy Spirit continue to inspire any & all who have been so
blessed to contribute to the I D E Chaplaincy Endowment Fund,1100 Blairs Ferry Road, Marion, Iowa
52302-3093 or to Our Redeemer designated to the chaplaincy
fund.
If you or others have any questions, concerns, or suggestions,
please contact me, Harold Scheer, 319 -337- 4855, 251
Westside Drive, Iowa City, 52246 or I DE Office at (319) 3739827.
Thank you for your past partnership in this unique ministry.
May our Savior's love & care for you continue to provide the
"peace that passes all understanding" every day.
In Him with you,
Harold Scheer
Retired Chaplain

Readings for next week:
Proverbs 1-13
Sunday mornings
9:30 – 10:15 am
Fellowship Hall

READ THE BIBLE IN
TWO YEARS
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Mission News of
Pastor Michael Parris

Prayers


November 2014
A Bucket, Coins and Martin Luther
What do a bucket,
coins and Martin
Luther have in
common?
Reformation at the
Lutheran Preaching
Station in Macau! This
past month of October
we celebrated the
Reformation.
The sermon on October 26 focused on the Reformation.
But we actually began the Reformation observance on
October 16. After worship we had a pot-luck lunch.
Following the lunch was a slide presentation briefly
explaining the history and purpose of the Reformation.
We began the presentation with the bucket and coins. A
bucket was put in the middle of the floor. People then
did the best they could to toss coins in the bucket.
Why? If you recall it was 500 years ago that Johann
Teztel toured Germany encouraging people to buy
indulgences. Traditions says he claimed every time a
coin was heard dropping into a bucket (coffer) another
soul was released from purgatory.
All those in attendance acknowledged that forgiveness
and eternal life cannot be purchased with dropping
coins in a bucket. We learned that life is a free gift
earned for us by the
death of Jesus on the
cross.

We need your
prayers. There are
only two career
missionaries at the
Lutheran
Preaching station
in Macau. Pray that
God will continue
to give Sharon
Owens and myself
wisdom and
guidance as we
teach the Gospel of
Jesus

CONTACT INFO
Pastor Michael Parris, Macau
To support my mission work
financially, you may send a
tax-deductible gift
LCMS International
Missionary Support
PO Box 790089
St. Louis, MO 63179-0089
Make checks payable to LCMS
International and write Parris on the
memo line.
OR
Mission Central
47018 Highway E16
Mapleton, Iowa 51034
712-882-1029
Family, friends and contributors will
be on the newsletter list. If you would
like to be on the mailing list contact
Michael.
My email is
Michael.parris84@yahoo.com
Thank you for prayers and donations.
You are certainly welcome to share this
newsletter with others.



We do have a
missionary and his family coming in
December. Pray safe travel and a good
adjustment for them. Pray that the visa
process will go smoothly.



Pray that the students and worshipers who
come to the preaching station will grow in
their faith in Jesus



Throughout the summer and fall I have
continued to have digestive problems. Pray
that God would bring healing

Gathering at Mission Central in
September 6.

Following the
presentation we had fun
playing games and
making a craft. The craft?
It was Luther’s seal.
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This past September, while back in the states,
I was invited to Mapleton, Iowa to give a
presentation at Mission Central. A big thank
you to Mission Central - Gary Thies and the
many volunteers - who do such wonderful
work to put and keep missionaries on the
field.
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ORKS & LYF 2014-2015 Calendar

Youth Ministry!
ORKS COFFEE & TREATS
www.SignUpGenius.com/go/30E0448A5AE2CA46-coffee15

Youth Night

December

Plan to join us on Sunday, December 7th from
6:30 pm-8:30 pm as we continue our Sunday
Night Youth Night for ORKS and LYF (Fifth
grade through high school). We will meet on
the first Sunday of every month and explore
what love is and how we can share it! We will
be walking through the 5 Love Languages and
using it to discuss love that we might share with
those around us. We will also do some group
building activities and large group games.
Hope to see you all there!

LYFCHRISTMASPARTY
ALL LYF are welcome to join us at 2:30 pm as
we gather to celebrate Christmas together on
December 14! We will have food, games, and a
gift exchange. Please plan to bring a white elephant gift worth no more than $5. We will wrap
up this event and go right into hosting the Live
Nativity, so please plan accordingly!

SUN

MON

TUES

WED

THUR

FRI

SAT

30

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

1

2

3

7

Youth Night

6:30pm

12 Christmas & Cookies

6pm

14 Children’s Christmas Program

12pm

14 LYF Christmas Party

2:30pm

14 LYF Live Nativity

4pm

24 Christmas Eve
25 Christmas
29 No Sunday School (Christmas Break)
31 New Year’s Eve

January
SUN

MON

TUES

WED

THUR

FRI

26

27

28

29

1

2

SAT
3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

2

Family Ski Trip

Live Nativity

4

ORKS Kings’ Party

11:30am

4

Youth Night

6:30pm

December 14th, 2014

7

MW Classes Resume

6:45pm

9/10

LYF Winter Retreat

4pm-6pm

30/31 IDE Jr. High Winter Retreat
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OUR REDEEMER OFFICE DIRECTORY
Office: 338-5626
Fax: 338-9171
Website: http://www.ourredeemer.org
Preschool: 338-3949
Prayer Chain: 351-5297 or prayerchain@ourredeemer.org
Special Announcements Line: 338-3505
STAFF & EMAIL

PHONE NO.

STAFF & EMAIL
Kaja Mueller, Director of Christian Ed.
dce@ourredeemer.org

PHONE NO.

Brent Hartwig, Senior Pastor
bhartwig@ourredeemer.org

338-5626 (church)
337-2403 (home)

338-5626 (church)
541-4827 (cell)

Seth Illich, Director of Christian Ed.
dce2@ourredeemer.org

338-5626 (church)
Kaja Mueller, Preschool Director
(815)-236-9502 (cell) Kate Ramsey, Assistant
preschool@ourredeemer.org

338-3949
(preschool)
338-5626 (church)

Larry Freeman, Bookkeeper
bookkeep@ourredeemer.org

338-5626 (church)

Denise Holida
Director of Small Group Ministry
smallgroups@ourredeemer.org

338-5626 (church)
930-0165 (cell)

Louise Klopp, Director of Choirs
choirdirector@ourredeemer.org

338-5626 (church)

Marilyn Paetz, Organist
organist@ourredeemer.org

351-4262 (home)

Kate Ramsey, Preschool Assistant
preschoolassistant@ourredeemer.org

338-3949 (preschool)

Vacancy, Parish Nurse
parishnurse@ourredeemer.org

338-5626 (church)

Kevin Sellers, Director of Technology
technology@ourredeemer.org

338-5626 (church)
631-8924

Laurel Sellers, Office Coordinator
redeemer@ourredeemer.org

338-5626 (church)

2014 Board of Elders Congregational Assignments
Jeffrey Kucera 512-6789
Bill Benson
Ryan Haack
Myrl Holida
Skip Kempnich
Jeff Kucera
Alan Meyer
Denny Schrader
Marty Wenck

517-881-9848
688-951
351-4301
351-5297
512-6789
319-461-1748
530-1562
330-2761

Each family of the Our Redeemer flock is assigned alphabetically
by last name to an elder to insure each family is prayed for and
feels they “have an elder”. It is the sincere feeling of the Board of
Elders that we are to love and be of service equally to the entire
body of believers. We encourage any one of you to contact any
one of us so we can share your spiritual journey, ideas or concerns.

DEADLINES
Reflections (printed weekly): Information must be submitted (written, typed, emailed or faxed) each Wednesday by 5:00 p.m.
Beacon Newsletter & Church Activities Calendar (printed monthly): Information must be submitted (written, typed, emailed or
faxed) by noon on the 20th of each month.
TELEVISION ~ RADIO
Our Redeemer Worship Service on Public Access TV Channel 18 every Wednesday at 4:00 p.m.
The Lutheran Hour Television Ministries talk show “On Main Street” is shown on Public Access Television Channel 18 on
Thursdays at 1:30 p.m. and Sundays at 10:00 p.m.
Lutheran Hour Ministries on Radio—WMT 600 AM Radio on Sunday mornings at 6:30 a.m., and KXEL 1540 AM Radio on
Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m.
VOLUNTEER BACKGROUND SCREENING
Our Redeemer Lutheran Church has been in ministry with children and youth for over 55 years. Our insurance carrier, Church
Mutual, strongly encourages us to promote the safest and most secure environment possible by screening all employees and volunteers, both new and existing, especially those who interact with children. Performing background checks will provide safeguards
and peace of mind to our staff, volunteers, parents, youth and children. Additional details will be forthcoming as we put this
screening process in motion.
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Oh, Mary
Luke 2:19
What do you ponder, Oh, Mary,
When you hold Him in your arms?
Are they events occurring ‘round you,
Or Him and His baby charms?
Do you plan about His coming life
Or know He’ll never grow old?
When people come to worship your Babe
Do you think of things foretold?
What are you thinking of, Oh, Mary,
When you see Him growing up?
Are you surprised at His great knowledge
When at meals with Him you sup?
Of what then will you think, Oh, Mary,
When you see Him on a cross?
Will thoughts of Man gaining a Savior
Come to you during your loss?
You’ll ponder the glorious risen Christ;
The happenings along the way—
For us to gain eternal life with
Him and the Father, we pray.
Carol Schuldt
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