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Dear brothers and sisters in Christ –
An Old African Proverb says,
“If you want to go fast, walk alone. If you want to go far, walk with others.”
Which means you must move slowly.
In 2012 we embarked on the Vision 20/20 journey. Committees for zones or regions of our church property were formed.
Due to necessity, the roof committee and the sanctuary committee moved forward. The roof was leaking. The carpet was
wrinkling.
In 2015 a plan was presented to the congregation. During the forums, concept drawings and floor plans were presented.
It was a vast and complex, even expensive plan. If that was what the congregation wanted, then it was up to the leadership of the congregation to figure out how and how long it would take to complete the plan. Through surveys the congregation has spoken and the large multi-purpose room (gymnasium) is out.
“Back to the drawing board,” as they say. Some might feel the process was a failure, but that would be too quick of a
conclusion. The goal is not to come up with an answer and get it done, but the goal is to walk together, throughout the
process: to dream together, to plan together, to build together. Walking together is the definition of “synod.”
“If you want to go fast, walk alone. If you want to go far, walk with others.”
Which means you must move slowly.
I have been known to even say, “We are moving slowly. We better slow down.”
We were created by God to be in relationships, to love, to laugh, and live together. This means walking together.
You see, God wants us to be in right relationships with our neighbors. We were created to love our neighbors as we love
ourselves, and we were created to see our neighbors and their well-being in the same way we see our own (Matthew
19:19).
To be in fellowship with our neighbor is how we bear witness to our world that the kingdom of God has come. Jesus
prays to His Father that we would be united in love and purpose, “that the world may believe that You have sent
Me” (John 17:2 1).
This fellowship is to be so radical in its nature and so outstanding in its witness that it shines out in the darkness of our
world as a light. To be in a right relationship means that we care for people out of self-less love.
Is our love for our neighbors evident in our church?
Is our love for our own members evident in our church?
The Apostle Paul tells us, “Owe no one anything, except to love each other” (Romans 13:8).
So, if you want to go far, walk with others. Guess we better slow down.
In Christ Jesus,
Pastor Hartwig

OUR REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH AND PRESCHOOL
2301 East Court Street Iowa City, IA 52245
Phone: 319-338-5626

Email: redeemer@ourredeemer.org
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www.ourredeemer.org

AUGUST ACTIVITIES
1

GGG Iowa City Hy-Ve 1st Ave 7:30am

2

UKANDU Servant Event Presentation 9:15am

Lunch Bunch 12:00pm

Sunday School 9:45am/Bible Study 9:45am

High School Trivia 6:00pm Hy-Vee

3

Education Committee 7:00pm

Choir Rehearsal Starts 7:00pm

4

Human Care 7:00pm

27

Board of Elders Meal 6:30pm

Preschool Committee 7:00pm

30

Sunday School 9:15am/Bible Study 9:30am

5

Properties Committee 7:00pm

6

Peach Committee Meeting 5:30pm

7

Church League Softball –Creekside Field 2 7pm

8

Men’s Bible Study 8:00am

9

Sunday School 9:15am/Bible Study 9:30am

26

Sunday School Teacher Orientation 11:45am

Pastor Hartwig will be on vacation
until August 6

Vicar Adelsen will begin at

Retirement Lunch for Larry Freeman 12pm

Our Redeemer on August 17

God in Life Youth Study 1:00pm
Kernels Game 2:05pm
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Bible Study 11:00am

His installation will take place

Outreach Committee 7:00pm

the weekend before on August 15/16

Mission Committee 7:00pm
Mission Guild Board 7:00pm
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Bible Study 11:00am
Lunch Bunch 12:00pm
Stephen Ministry Peers-Thompson 6:30pm
Youth Ministry Meeting 7:00pm

Bring lawn chairs and enjoy an evening of entertainment

Pizza Party/Peach Postcards 8:00pm
13

Board of Directors

14

Knitting Small Group 1:30pm

Wednesday, July 29, 2015 at 7:00 pm
Gates open at 6:00 pm

Grace Lutheran Camp
2675 242nd Street, DeWitt, Iowa
FREE-WILL OFFERING
Grace Ev. Lutheran Church 563-659-9153

LWML at Ronneburg Restaurant 5:30pm
Shear Madness at Old Creamery 7:30pm
16

Worship Service at Mercer 10:30am
Picnic in the Park hosted by SGM 12:00pm

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

God in Life Youth Study 1:30pm
18

Assimilation Meeting 7:00pm

19

Water Games - High School 7:00pm

22

Men’s Bible Study 8:00am

23

Sunday School 9:15am/Bible Study 9:30am

Saturday 5:30pm

Comfort-Tiers meet Thursdays at 9:00am
Need more tiers anytime between 9:00 am to noon
No expertise or materials required-Coffee provided
Choir begins fall practice August 26 at 7:00pm

God in Life Youth Study 12:00pm
24

Iowa City Schools Start

25

LLL Cookout 6:30pm

Sunday 8:00am & 10:30am

Praise Team Practice schedule varies—
Contact Myrl Holida myrl-holida@uiowa.edu or
Louise Klopp choirdirector@ourredeemer.org
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Watch Reflections for information on:

Installation of Vicar Adelsen
August 16
Stock the Pantry
Bring items by August 9
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Worship 10:30am
Picnic Following
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Kernels vs. Bowling Green Hot Rods
Congregational Fellowship
August 9
2:05 pm

“That’s
Entertainment”
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Enrollment is

OUR REDEEMER PRESCHOOL

OPEN
There are discounts for being a member of Our Redeemer Lutheran Church, if you have multiple children in our
preschool, or if you refer a new family who enrolls. Please
see Kaja Mueller for more information. REGISTER TODAY!
Contact preschool@ourredeemer.org or 319-338-3949.
We are less than a week away from Camp’s annual
Summerfest fundraiser auction on August 1. Past
festivals have brought in over $10,000 for Camp Io-Dis-ECa and we need your donations and attendance to make
Summerfest 2015 a success. In addition to the auction, this
year we are hosting 1-mile (for kids) and 5K (for kids and
adults) fun runs. Entry is free! The top three placers in each
race will win 2016 camp scholarships. Those races begin at
10:00 am. Activities will open at 11:00 am, and the auction
begins at 1PM. See you on Saturday, August 1!

MEETING TODAY
Attention all fair workers!
After late service Sunday,
July 26, a meeting will be
held in the library to
discuss schedules and
responsibilities for those
manning the booth. Thank
you for your participation.
Thank you to Sharon Hintze and Norma
Westphal for taking me to the doctor for
treatment. The buses are so bumpy to ride.
Love and God bless, Arlene Sell
JUNE
PAYMENT

MISSION
Camp Io-Dis-E-Ca
Concordia Seminary
Mission Bishkek
Lutheran Hour
Iowa District/Synod Budget
UIHC Chaplain Endowment Fund (Budget)
Food for the Poor
Lutheran Family Service
Lutherans for Life
Military Bible Stick
Orphan Grain Train
St. Paul’s Chapel
TOTAL
4

JULY
PAYMENT
$625.00

$250.00
$250.00
$625.00
$4,166.66
$416.66
$250.00

$5,708.32

$4,166.66
$416.66
$625.00
$255.00
$250.00
$375.00
$375.00
$7,338.32

Small Group Ministry Mission Statement: To grow in grace using our spiritual
gifts, through good stewardship for the benefit of the group so that the body of
Christ may be built up.

Updates from Small Group Ministry….
On June 5th, 30 members of Our Redeemer spent two hours packing meals for Feed My Starving Children.
For our session, there was a total of 163 packers and we packed a total 0f 38,888 meals; feeding 106 kids for
the next year! Over the 2 day pack in Iowa City, a total of
279,936 meals were packed. 766 kids in Nicaragua will be
fed for an entire year!! Thank you to everyone for serving!
Blessings, Denise Holida
Director of SGM

Pictures courtesy of Denise
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NEWS—Anita Nicholson

August is National Immunization Awareness Month
The goal is to increase awareness about immunizations across the lifespan, from infants to the elderly. August is
an ideal time to make sure everyone is up-to-date on vaccines before heading back to school and to plan ahead
to receive flu vaccine. You can help prevent harmful diseases from affecting you and your family. Talk with
your healthcare provider to make sure you and your families’ vaccinations are up to date.
Protect Your Baby with Immunization
Immunization is one of the best ways parents can protect their infants from 14 serious childhood diseases before
age 2. Vaccinate your child according to the CDC's recommended immunization schedule for safe, proven
disease protection. It is important for children to be fully immunized. Diseases that can be prevented with
vaccines can be very serious—even deadly—especially for infants and young children. It is important that we
continue to protect our children with vaccines because outbreaks of vaccine-preventable diseases can and do
still occur in this country. The media has covered recent outbreaks of whooping cough (pertussis) and measles
cases. Vaccinations will protect your child.
Preteens and Teens Need Vaccines Too!
Make an appointment before the back-to-school rush begins. Vaccines can help our kids stay healthy, and most
states require certain vaccinations before school starts again in the fall.
Four vaccines recommended for preteens and teens:
 Meningococcal vaccine protects against some of the bacteria that can cause meningitis (swelling of the
lining around the brain and spinal cord) and sepsis (an infection in the blood). Meningitis can be very
serious, even fatal.
 Human papillomavirus (HPV) vaccines help protect both girls and boys from HPV infection and many
cancers caused by HPV.
 Tdap vaccine protects against 3 serious diseases: tetanus, diphtheria and pertussis (also called whooping
cough).
 Flu vaccine every year protects against flu and the other health problems flu can cause.
Adult vaccinations
 Influenza (Flu) vaccine every year
 Tetnus booster every 10 years (if already received 1 dose Tdap (Tetanus, Diphtheria, Pertussis)
 Measles, mumps, rubella (MMR): If you were born in 1957 or after, and don’t have a record of being
vaccinated or having had measles, mumps and rubella, talk to your healthcare professional about how
many doses you may need.
 Hepatitis A (2 doses) and B (3 doses) vaccine if you did not get it when you were a child.
Older Adult vaccinations (age 65 and older)
In addition to the adult vaccination, your health care provider may recommend the following:
 Shingles (Herpes Zoster)
 Pneumococcal disease (Pneumonia)
Vaccines: Our best defense
Vaccines are the best defense we have against these and other serious diseases, and it’s important to make sure
that you’re up to date on all recommended vaccines. Use National Immunization Awareness Month as your
chance to make sure that all your vaccinations are current. Talk with your healthcare provider about what
vaccines you and your family need, and keep putting your healthiest foot forward!
Information obtained from:
http://www.vaccines.gov/more_info/features/national_immunization_awareness_month.html
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Vacation Bible School 2015

Registered Kids: 107
Average Daily: 90
Sponsorships donated: 109
Number of Families: 65
Volunteers: 40
Start Time: 9:00am
Stop Time: 11:45am
Gospel Nets: $169.80
Items gathered: 507
ORLC Families: 21
Different Church Families: 11
None Church Kids: 75
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Stephen Ministry
By Bill Benson

Stephen Ministers Never Stop Learning
One of the most important parts of Stephen Ministry is continuing education. Once they have completed the
initial 50 hours of training, Stephen ministers continue to grow in caring skills by attending monthly in-service
classes. Growing in caring skills is a continual process. In light of the importance of continual growth, the
Stephen Ministers from Our Redeemer will join with other Stephen ministers from St. Andrews, Thomas
Moore, St. Marks, and North Liberty United Methodist for an all day seminar on August 29th. Our Stephen
ministers will have the valuable opportunity to benefit from the accumulated knowledge from churches that
have been blessed with Stephen Ministries for more than 25 years.
The theme of this day-long seminar is Caring for Alzheimers patients and families. There will be lectures from
experts in the field and discussions based on the film “Still Alice.” Many of us have been exposed to someone
we love who has this dread disease. Our Stephen ministers will be able to minister more capably by attending
this growth experience.
I had a conversation with my brother-in-law about how churches work. He made an observation I thought was
spot on. His ideal Board of Elders would be Stephen ministers who would aid the pastor in caring for those in
the church who are hurting in many different ways.
We are in the process of recruiting more Stephen ministers for the fall. If God is challenging you to become
involved in this caring ministry, we would love to talk with you. Jesus used 12 men to change the world. At
Our Redeemer, Stephen ministers can make a difference one care receiver at a time.

Remember—We care, Christ cures.
Stephen Ministry Leaders
Bill Benson
Pastor Hartwig
Kathy Schweer
Kevin Sellers
Marvel Titone
Current Stephen Ministers
Diane Clark
Steve Faga
Sarah Ghabel
Marcia Hulse
Skip Kempnich
Cathy Nelson
Shari Sedlacek
Arlan Thompson
Marlene Thompson

SUNDAY, AUGUST 26 at OUR REDEEMER
Alaska Mission Trip Presentation
9:15—9:45 am
Sanctuary
(Basket will be available for any contributions to offset mission expense)
Adult Bible Study in Sanctuary-Bill Benson
High School Bible Study in Youth Room-Eric & Jennifer Kooker
6,7,8th grade in room 217-Karyl Bohnsack
Children/Toddlin in Toddlin Room-Allison Haack
9:45 am
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AirFX Youth Outing—June 17

UKANDU
SERVANT
EVENT
CHIICAGO
June 21-27
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FEASIBILITY STUDY REPORT
Vision 20/20 challenged Our Redeemer to move forward into a new era of
mission and ministry. This began with a new roof over the entire facility in
2013, refurbishing the sanctuary in 2015, and will continue with refreshing
the fellowship hall, expanding the narthex, and moving the chapel. The
feasibility report on the proposed final phase of the 90s master plan building of
the Activity Center, which would have included a large multi-purpose room,
new preschool facility and area for youth ministry is available online or in
the office. The responses are summarized below.

REVIEW OF RESPONSES
1. Respondents were asked several questions about the ministry of Our Redeemer:
a. 94.3% of respondents indicated Our Redeemer meets the spiritual needs of their household.
b. Respondents agreed Our Redeemer provides a valuable ministry to the:
 Lutheran community (98.1%)
 Broader Christian community (73.2%)
 Entire community (72.4%)
c. 58.9% of respondents indicated it is most important that Our Redeemer provide a valuable ministry to
the entire community.
2. Respondents were asked what they perceive to be Our Redeemer’s greatest strengths. The top three
responses were:
a. Preaching & Public Worship
b. Adult Education
c. Children Education
3. Respondents were asked what they perceive to be Our Redeemer’s greatest challenges. The top three
responses were:
a. Evangelism/Outreach
b. Stewardship
c. Assimilation
4. Just over 76% of respondents agreed that Our Redeemer is being given an opportunity to do something
vital for mission and ministry – not only for today, but also for tomorrow.
5. Respondents were asked the “need” and “timing” of the following items:
 A large multi-purpose room for church activities and programs
47.5% agreed
26.5% neutral
There is a need:
38.0% agreed
32.4% neutral
Now is the right time:








A new preschool facility
There is a need:
Now is the right time:

38.4% agreed
33.3% agreed

An area for youth ministry
57.4% agreed
There is a need:
40.7% agreed
Now is the right time:
An area for adult ministry/Bible study
43.8% agreed
There is a need:
33.4% agreed
Now is the right time:
The Activity Center
40.1% agreed
There is a need:
38.7% agreed
Now is the right time:
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26.0% disagreed
29.6% disagreed

29.4% neutral
32.8% neutral

32.2% disagreed
33.9% disagreed

23.9% neutral
35.5% neutral

18.7% disagreed
23.8% disagreed

28.7% neutral
35.0% neutral

27.5% disagreed
31.6% disagreed

30.5% neutral
31.0% neutral

29.4% disagreed
30.3% disagreed

6. Just over 64% of respondents agreed the new Activity Center
will allow flexibility in scheduling simultaneous events in
the sanctuary, fellowship hall, and Activity Center. 21.3%
neutral; 14.6% disagreed.
7. 58% of respondents felt the new Activity Center will provide
a greater opportunity for outreach beyond the immediate
community into the greater Iowa City area. 20.4% neutral;
21.6% disagreed.
8. 122 respondents (68.9%) indicated they had been given
adequate opportunity to have their questions answered
concerning the plan for completion of the Master Plan as
described. 18.1% neutral; 13% disagreed.
9. 63% responded they had adequate opportunity to share their
opinions about this project. 24.5% neutral; 12.5% disagreed.
10. 66.6% of respondents agreed to support a plan the majority
supports, even if it is not their preferred plan. 15.9% neutral;
17.5% disagreed.
11. Just over 49% of respondents indicated now is the right time
to conduct a capital campaign to help fund the vision as
described. 30.5% neutral; 20.4% disagreed.
12. Respondents agreed (57.1%) they knew enough about this
project to make an informed decision regarding their
financial support. 25.2% neutral; 17.7% disagreed. 39.2% of
respondents were willing to make a three-year financial
commitment to a capital campaign, 42% were not sure, and
18.8% indicated they would not make a commitment.

KUDOS
Our Redeemer’s
Board of Directors recognizes
MARILYN KEMPNICH
AND THE CHRIST CARES COMMITTEE
for organizing the Christ Cares Community
Sunday activities

Lauren Honemann
Kaja Mueller
Fern Parish
Carol Schuldt
Laurel Sellers
for knitting or crocheting afghans
for the recent High School graduates

Thank you all!

RECOMMENDATIONS
1. Empower the Feasibility Study Team to work further with your building project leaders, architects, and
Consultant John Sproul, to design an alternative project that does not feature a large multi-purpose room,
but does provide for new or refreshed facilities for the preschool and youth ministry.
2. Once the plans have been reviewed and refreshed and communicated thoroughly to members, we
recommend you allow CFS to send a brief survey to your members to get feedback on the new plan
to evaluate potential to build momentum toward an altered, unified plan.
3. Once a revised plan has been determined with member buy-in, we recommend Our Redeemer move
forward with a three-year Immeasurably More Campaign with Capital Funding Services to best fund the
mission and maximize the spiritual integrity of the process.
4. We recommend Our Redeemer explore the potential of utilizing the services of Laborers For Christ for
any construction/remodeling in the revised plan. Utilizing Laborers For Christ will allow your campaign
dollars to go further.
5. Finally, CFS recommends Our Redeemer promptly share this report with their members by hosting our
June 27 meeting, through subsequent church meetings, printed and electronic publications, special
mailings, and other communication efforts that work best for Our Redeemer.
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OUR REDEEMER FLOAT
Coralville 4th of July Parade

Pictures courtesy of
Julie NIeland

Released
Paul & Michelle Knedler (Ava, Marcus)

6-9-2015

Transfer
Janae Ketterling

6-29-2015
Baptisms

Alissa Sotzen
Tyler Sotzen
Daniel Jackson Titus

6-19-2015
6-19-2015
6-28-2015

Readings for next week:
John 14 - Acts 1

Trent Miller
Riley Reynolds

6-14-2015
6-14-2015

Sunday mornings
9:30 – 10:15 am
Fellowship Hall

Marriage
Kaela Stuart & Scott Parrigon (NM)
Corrie Wagner & Jared Sass (NM)

6-6-2015
7-11-2015

Death
Harlan Schwarting (NM) Rev. Hartwig preaching
Paul Krogh

5-26-2015
6-25-2015

Confirmations
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READ THE BIBLE IN
TWO YEARS

TREASURED NEWS
Volume

3

JUNE 2015

Issue 10

WHERE IN THE WORLD HAVE OUR MITES GONE??
SOUTHEAST ASIA - $72,000
“Thanks so much … (to) all of the wonderful ladies of the LWML,
for this great gift to spread the Gospel in Southeast Asia! We are
honored to have been chosen to share in your ‘fragrant gifts,’ as
the Apostle Paul would say.
God’s blessings to you, Kay, and all of the ladies!
The Rev. Matthew Heise
Executive Director, Lutheran Heritage Foundation

MISSION OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE SHORT TERM (MOST)
$20,000

Impacting the world for Jesus Christ through short term missions.
This LWML grant provided scholarship funding for 14 students.

“… through this short term mission trip God has truly opened my eyes in showing
me that He is faithful wherever I go.
—Vicar Kevin Duff (Dominican Republic — Construction)
“God’s hand was present throughout every minute, allowing us to share His Word
with over forty women. It was truly an amazing trip!”
—Jacquie Balgeman (Costa Rica — Sewing Skills)
Our mites have helped the MOST Ministry teams to:







Reach 2,292 people with physical and spiritual needs;
Baptize 188 people through home visits with the help of Tanzanian
pastors;
Teach 143 women sewing skills;
Provide dependable water resource to eight children with disabilities;
Provide filters for sustainable clean water in the homes of 312 people;
Teach health, hygiene, and nutrition through Christian curriculum to 246
people; and the list goes on and on!
This is part of the financial newsletter that is sent to District treasurers and is available at
http://www.lwml.org/giving/treasured-news.php
Part of the national website www.lwml.org
Iowa East District LWML website www.lwml-ied.org/
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Pamukkale, meaning “cotton castle” in
Turkish, is located in the Denizli Province of
southwest Turkey. What appears to be snow
is actually rock sediment called travertine.
The white color is caused by calcium-laden
water from 17 hot springs flowing in the area.
Tourists are permitted to walk on specially
marked paths through the deposits, with bare
feet. This results in a natural pedicure as you
climb the cliffs! This area has been a spa
since the Romans built the city of Hierapolis
above the snowy-looking deposits.

Turkey

Tidbits
“News and Views from
the Country of Turkey”

The Enoch Petersen family received funds from the Karen
Redus Memorial to Our Redeemer

During the recent Christmas season Enoch had the opportunity to
organized and direct the Christmas portions of Handel’s Messiah.
Both Kristin and Sydney participated in the 20 member choir with
people from around the world. We were accompanied by a 7
member chamber orchestra (all Turkish), and the performance
included many scripture readings by members of the community.
Our performance took place at the Vatican Embassy and was
attended by over 150 people. It was a beautiful evening of worship
and we pray “seeds of faith” were planted in the hearts of all our
Turkish musicians and guests. The pianist for the event, a dear
friend of ours, has played piano for Christian worship services for
over 20 years. She has told us on several occasions how much she
loves Christian hymns! While she tells us she has faith, she will not
admit to a faith in Christ. Her husband, the bassist in this group, is
not a believer but they are people of peace. We pray for this
couple’s salvation and ask that you would join this effort as well.
God is good and we know that all will come about in His timing
but we would so love to be witness to this miracle of grace!
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The antique pool, said to be
swam in by Cleopatra, is still
used to this day, and for a fee
you can swim amongst fallen
marble columns from the
Roman Temple of Apollo.

Prayer Requests: With recent
changes to Turkish visa laws, we
were faced with the uncertainty
of our impending visa renewals.
However, earlier this week our
visas were extended for another
6 months! Please join us in a
prayer of thanksgiving for our
extension and also one of
supplication that within the next
6 months there would be a
successful resolution to
acquiring a much needed work
visa.

National LWML Convention
Des Moines, IA
June 25-28

Worker
Check-In
YWR
Samantha
Nelson

Greeting Old
Friends
Bus
Greeter

Photos courtesy of Beth Hargens

Lost &
Found
Activity
Check In
Prepurchase
Pick Up

Communion Preparation

Registration

Service
Projects

Working at
the LWML
Store

Greeter
Usher

Making
New
Friends
15

ACTS OF THE APOSTLES
1) After Jesus rose from the dead, how long did he remain on earth before ascending to heaven?
12 days
40 days
3 months
one year
2) What happened on the day of Pentecost?
The Holy Spirit came to Jesus' apostles.
Jesus ascended to heaven.
The church at Rome was founded.
Peter baptized 50 soldiers in the River Jordan.
3) Within a short time, the number of Christian converts had grown to 5,000. How did these
Christians demonstrate their devotion and unity?
They built a magnificent church for worship.
They expelled the pagans from Jerusalem.
They shared all their possessions in common.
They vowed to defeat the Roman oppressors.
4) Who was the first Christian martyr?
John
Peter
Stephen
Zacchaeus
5) A great wave of persecution began against the Christian Church in Jerusalem, and a man named
Saul was a leader of that persecution. What happened to Saul while he was on his way to Damascus?
He was taken captive by the Christians at Damascus.
He was struck dead by a bolt of lightning.
God appeared to him in the form of a burning bush.
A light from heaven flashed around him, and he fell to the ground.
6) The apostle Paul began to preach in the synagogues of Damascus, proclaiming Jesus as the Son of
God. But some people thought Paul was blaspheming, and they plotted to kill him. How did Paul
escape from Damascus?
He dressed as one of the chief priests and walked out the city gates.
He was lowered in a basket through a hole in the city's wall.
He hid under the hay in a cart leaving the city.
He invoked his Roman citizenship to guarantee his safe departure.
7) One day Peter had a vision of something like a large sheet being let down to earth by its four
corners. What was in the sheet?
The Ark of the Covenant
A beast having ten horns and seven heads
All kinds of four-footed creatures and reptiles and birds of the air
A beast having four wings and four tails
8) As the persecutions of Christians continued, King Herod ordered James, the brother of John, killed
by the sword. He also put Peter in prison with the intention of making a spectacle of him in a public
trial. How did Peter get out of prison?
Barnabas blew his Ram's horn three times, and the prison walls crumbled.
An angel of the Lord loosened Peter's chains and led him outside the city gate.
Paul led a band of the Christian faithful to rescue Peter.
Peter taught his guards about Jesus and they set him free.
9) Which young man sank into a deep sleep and fell out a third story window while listening to Paul
preach?
Eutychus
Sopater
Timothy
Tychicus
10) Who wrote Acts of the Apostles?
John
Luke
Paul
Peter
Answers on page 18
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Michael Parris
received funds
from Karen Redus
Memorial to Our
Redeemer

Mission News of
Pastor Michael Parris

CONTACT INFO
Pastor Michael Parris, Macau
To support my mission work
financially, you may send a
tax-deductible gift
LCMS International
Missionary Support
PO Box 790089
St. Louis, MO 63179-0089

June 2015

Make checks payable to LCMS
International and write Parris on the
memo line.
OR

Adults and
children on
Friday night at
“Learning English
Through the
Bible.”

Mission Central
47018 Highway E16
Mapleton, Iowa 51034
712-882-1029
Family, friends and contributors will
be on the newsletter list. If you would
like to be on the mailing list contact
Michael.
My email is
Michael.parris84@yahoo.com
Thank you for prayers and donations.
You are certainly welcome to share this
newsletter with others.

“The Bible says to us, ‘Hear, O Israel, the
Lord our God, the Lord is one.’ The Bible
makes it clear that there is only one God. Yet,
the Bible speaks of a Father, Son and Holy
Spirit. So what are we to think? Is there one
God or three gods?”
On Friday nights we have Bible study for both
adults and children. Recently, the adult lesson
was about the Holy Trinity. There were about
six in class. We talked about (1) God is Triune
– three in one (2) Can we understand
everything in life (3) Can we understand the
concept of the Trinity.
Over the centuries it has been common for
cultures to recognize various gods. An
example would be both the Romans and
Greeks. The Chinese have traditionally done
the same. They have a god for this, a god for
that, a god for everything.
As we teach the Trinity we have to take great
caution to carefully explain that the Bible does
tell us that the Father, Son and Spirit are each
God. But, yet, there is only ONE God.
Easy to understand? Not really! We talked
about life and whether we can expect to
understand everything. We discussed as
whether we should expect to understand
everything about God.
Then we discussed trust. The Bible says it is
so. We simply trust in God and His word.

“ …but in everything, by prayer and petition, with
thanksgiving, present your requests to God…”
We are having serious concerns about work permits. The
government is becoming stingy about granting “blue
cards.” Four LCMS missionaries, including myself, are
waiting to see if our cards will be renewed or granted. Pray
that the Macau government will grant to us the permits we
need to stay here and work.
Frequently Chinese unbelievers will visit the Center. For
example, a young man who lives on the Mainland but
works in Macau often visits worship and Bible study. Pray
for him and others that the Holy Spirit will create faith
through the teaching of the Word
Without donors and partners we would not be here
working. You are vital to God’s work here. I often thank
God for the donors He has raised up to provide for us. Join
me in praising God

The casino business in Macau is huge. Gambling has
brought a lot of money and jobs to Macau. However,
along with the money and jobs come the behaviors of
corruption, prostitution, drugs and gambling
addictions.
Eventually these behaviors result in despair. Can we
make a difference in people’s lives? Not us! But Jesus
can! What an opportunity to share God’s message of
hope in Jesus with all who will listen.
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Youth Ministry!
Summer Sunday School
For all ages,
Through August 30th

August-High School Activities

9

SUN

MON

TUES

WED

THUR

FRI

SAT

26

27

28

29

30

31

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

1

2

3

4

5

God and Life Room 112

1-3 pm

12 Youth Ministry Meeting
Back to School Pizza Party

7:00 pm
8:00 pm

16 Worship @ Mercer Park (No SS)

10:30 am

16 Small Group Picnic @ Mercer

11:30 am

16 God and Life Room 112

1:30-4:30 pm

19 Water Games

7:00pm

23 God and Life Room 112

12:00 –2:30 pm

26 Trivia @ Hy-Vee
Bring money for food

6:00 pm

Youth, grades 5-12, and parents of
youth, please sign up to help with
peaches at the fair in the church
office. If you have questions, email
peaches@ourredeemer.org. or call
Denise Schwarting at 325-6153

This course, a program designed for
youth in 9th to 12th grades, is intended to
strengthen young people in their
relationship with Christ, to allow them to
be open to God’s calling in their lives, to
make a plan for daily Bible reading, to
experience the joy of serving others and
to write a statement of commitment.
BOY SCOUTS earn a badge with “God
and Life,” the fourth program in the God
and Country Series. Starting August 9,
Pastor Hartwig leads this study based on
the life of the apostle Paul as recorded in
Acts 9:1-31.

YOUTH MINISTRY MEETING
Everyone in the congregation interested
in youth ministry, particularly parents and
youth, are invited to attend a meeting
August 12th at 7:00 pm in the fellowship
hall to discuss the future of youth
ministry at Our Redeemer. Afterward
youth is invited to stay for a back to
school pizza party and preparation of
peach postcards.

ANSWERS TO ACTS OF THE APOSTLES QUIZ 1. 40 days (Acts 1:1-10) 2. The Holy Spirit came to Jesus’ apostles (Acts 2:1-4) 3. They
shared all their possessions in common Acts 4:4, 4:32-37) 4. Stephen (Acts 6:7-15, 7:54-60) 5. A light from heaven flashed around
him, and he fell to the ground Acts 8:1-3, 9:1-19) 6. He was lowered in a basket through a hole in the city’s wall (Acts 9:19-25) 7. All
kinds of four-footed creatures and reptiles and birds of the air (Acts 10:9-16, 11:4=10) 8. An angel of the Lord loosened Peter’s
chains and led him outside the city gate (Acts 12:1-11) 9. Eutychus (Acts 20:7-12) 10. Luke (IActs of the Apostles was written as a
sequel to The Gospel of Luke by the same author, but that is not certain)
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OUR REDEEMER OFFICE DIRECTORY
Office: 338-5626
Fax: 338-9171
Website: http://www.ourredeemer.org
Preschool: 338-3949
Prayer Chain: 351-5297 or prayerchain@ourredeemer.org
Special Announcements Line: 338-3505
STAFF & EMAIL

PHONE NO.

STAFF & EMAIL

PHONE NO.

Brent Hartwig, Senior Pastor
bhartwig@ourredeemer.org

338-5626 (church)
337-2403 (home)

Kaja Mueller, Director of Christian Ed.
dce@ourredeemer.org

338-5626 (church)
541-4827 (cell)

Peter Adelsen, Vicar
vicar@ourredeemer.org

338-5626 (church)

Kaja Mueller, Preschool Director
Kate Ramsey, Assistant
preschool@ourredeemer.org

338-3949
(preschool)
338-5626 (church)

Ron Behrens, Bookkeeper
bookkeeper@ourredeemer.org

338-5626 (church)

Denise Holida
Director of Small Group Ministry
smallgroups@ourredeemer.org

338-5626 (church)
930-0165 (cell)

Louise Klopp, Director of Choirs
choirdirector@ourredeemer.org

338-5626 (church)

Marilyn Paetz, Organist
organist@ourredeemer.org

351-4262 (home)

Kate Ramsey, Preschool Assistant
preschoolassistant@ourredeemer.org

338-3949 (preschool)

Vacancy, Parish Nurse
parishnurse@ourredeemer.org

338-5626 (church)

Kevin Sellers, Director of Technology
technology@ourredeemer.org

338-5626 (church)
631-8924

Laurel Sellers, Office Coordinator
redeemer@ourredeemer.org

338-5626 (church)

2015 Board of Elders Congregational Assignments
Ryan Haack, Chairman 688–9513
Bill Benson
Vaughn Davisson
Ryan Haack
Myrl Holida
Skip Kempnich
Jeff Kucera
Denny Schrader
Arlan Thompson
Marty Wenck

517-881-9848
319-648-4660
688-9513
351-4301
351-5297
512-6789
530-1562
338-2938
330-2761

Each family of the Our Redeemer flock is assigned alphabetically
by last name to an elder to insure each family is prayed for and
feels they “have an elder”. It is the sincere feeling of the Board of
Elders that we are to love and be of service equally to the entire
body of believers. We encourage any one of you to contact any
one of us so we can share your spiritual journey, ideas or concerns.

DEADLINES
Reflections (printed weekly): Information must be submitted (written, typed, emailed or faxed) each Wednesday by 5:00 p.m.
Beacon Newsletter & Church Activities Calendar (printed monthly): Information must be submitted (written, typed, emailed or
faxed) by noon on the 20th of each month.
TELEVISION ~ RADIO
Our Redeemer Worship Service on Public Access TV Channel 18 every Wednesday at 4:00 p.m.
The Lutheran Hour Television Ministries talk show “On Main Street” is shown on Public Access Television Channel 18 on
Thursdays at 1:30 p.m. and Sundays at 10:00 p.m.
Lutheran Hour Ministries on Radio—WMT 600 AM Radio on Sunday mornings at 6:30 a.m., and KXEL 1540 AM Radio on
Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m.
VOLUNTEER BACKGROUND SCREENING
Our Redeemer Lutheran Church has been in ministry with children and youth for over 55 years. Our insurance carrier, Church
Mutual, strongly encourages us to promote the safest and most secure environment possible by screening all employees and volunteers, both new and existing, especially those who interact with children. Performing background checks will provide safeguards
and peace of mind to our staff, volunteers, parents, youth and children. Additional details will be forthcoming as we put this
screening process in motion.
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Priorities
Colossians 1:15-16

I don’t need to see an angel
or feel the brush of his wing;
All I need is God’s own Promise,
and to Him I can then cling.
I don’t need a seat of glory
or praise from my fellowman,
But I need an occasional rainbow
to feast my eyes now and then.

I don’t need a life of ease
and comfort here on this earth.
I don’t need people to tell me
how much money I am worth,
But I need someone to talk to,
to become my loyal friend,
And I need a frequent eagle
or hawk soaring by on the wind.

I don’t need to see my Lord’s face
for Him to prove He exists;
I only need feel His presence
coming through earth’s darkened mists.
Until time comes for me to leave
this earth, I’d choose, if I could,
A lady slipper or Indian pipe
growing deep inside the wood.

~Carol Schuldt
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